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1. NAME OF PROPERTY ERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION
HISTORIC NAME: Illies Building/Justine Apartments
OTHER NAME/SITE NUMBER: N/A

2. LOCATION

STREET & NUMBER: 503 21st Street NOT FOR PUBLICATION:N/A
CITY OR TOWN: Galveston VICINITY: N/A

STATE: Texas CODE: TX  COUNTY: Galveston CODE: 167 zIpP CODE: 77550

3. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this _x_nomination

___request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
_x_meets ___does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant ___nationally

___statewide _x_locally. (__See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
_@ZﬂﬁtMﬂp ‘,Z,EQI}/IMS'
Date

Signature of certifyin( official

State Historic Preservation Officer, Texas Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property ___meets ___does not meet the National Register criteria.
(__See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is: {u\, Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

Y entered in the National Register J&L&M:QQLM— 822]as

___ See continuation sheet.

____ determined eligible for the National Register
___ See continuation sheet.

_____ determined not eligible for the National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain):
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5. CLASSIFICATION

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY: Private

CATEGORY OF PROPERTY: Building

NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY: CONTRIBUTING NONCONTRIBUTING
1 0 BUILDINGS
0 0 SITES
0 0 STRUCTURES
0 0 OBJECTS
1 0 TOoTAL

NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES PREVIOUSLY LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER: 0

NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: Historic Resources of Galveston Central Business
District/Downtown

6. FUNCTION OR USE

HiSTORIC FUNCTIONS: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store; Restaurant
DOMESTIC: Multiple Dwelling

CURRENT FUNCTIONS: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store
DOMESTIC: Multiple Dwelling

7. DESCRIPTION

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Italian
Renaissance

MATERIALS: FOUNDATION UNKNOWN

WALLS BRICK
ROOF CONCRETE
OTHER CASTSTONE

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (see continuation sheets 7-5 through 7-11).
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DESCRIPTION

The Illies Building (1929), also known as the Justine Apartments, is a modest Renaissance Revival style
building facing east on 21st Street between Post Office and Church Streets in the central business district of
Galveston, Texas. The 5-story L-shaped concrete frame and masonry building follows the 3-part vertical
commercial block form and originally contained 20 apartments on the upper floors and several retail shops on
the ground level. The building still functions as a multi-family dwelling with limited alterations to the original
structure. This property is one of the few multi-story apartment buildings in the dense Galveston central
business district.

The Illies Building/Justine Apartments faces east at 503 21st Street in the central business district of Galveston
(see Figure 1). It is approximately two blocks south of the Strand Historic District (NR 1970; NHL 1976) and
three blocks west of the East End Historic District (NR 1975; NHL 1976). The property is an addition to 22
individual buildings listed as part of the Historic Resources of Galveston Central Business
District/Downtown (NR 1984). These are largely multi-storied buildings dating from the late 19th and early
20th century in an approximately eight square block area of central Galveston (see Figure 2).

A 2-story (c.1876) masonry building, originally a laundry, abuts the building on the north. Since its
remodeling in 1945 the property serves as a restaurant. An alley runs behind the Illies Building/Justine
Apartments on the south approximately mid-way between Post Office and Church Streets. Across the alley,
the League Building (1915) faces Post Office but is substantially altered with a precast concrete and perforated
metal facade added in 1967. On the west side of the Illies Building/Justine Apartments a narrow passageway
for the rear fire escape separates the property from its neighbor. Across 21st Street, the Art Deco influenced
Martini Theater (c. 1930, now vacant) is a contrast to the less decorative Illies Building.

Most of the surrounding properties in the central business district are 2- to 3-story load-bearing masonry
buildings that date from the late 19th or early 20th century, usually with Victorian detailing. The Illies
Building/Justine Apartments is one of the few 1920s properties in the central business district and thus is in
contrast both in materials and design. An exception is the Jean Laffite Hotel (NR 1984) one block south of
the Illies Building/Justine Apartments. This 10-story concrete and masonry building date from the same decade
and is of similar construction and detailing.

The Illies Building/Justine Apartments is a commercial adaptation of a Renaissance Revival style modified to
fit the economic constraints of a multi-story commercial building. A 3-part vertical block of buff colored brick
with cast stone detailing, the Illies Building/Justine Apartments is divided symmetrically into four bays of 1/1,
wooden double-hung windows, with cast stone sills. The south (alley) and west facades are faced with a lesser
brick, have no stonework, and possess less elaborate window detailing.
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The first floor currently houses two leased commercial spaces and the lobby for the upper story apartments (see
Figures 3 and 4). Originally, the retail spaces were divided into four unequal bays by buff colored masonry
columns with stone plinths. Three of the bays are fifteen feet in width while the smaller north bay is seven
feet in width. Aluminum storefront doors replaced the original doors during previous ownership. All four bays
retain original wood transoms above the canopy. The three largest bays are divided into three equal sections;
the smaller northern bay into two. Based on the original architect’s rendering of the building, the storefronts
probably followed the transom divisions. These retail spaces and their storefronts, like other properties in the
multiple resource group have received alteration over time.

An imitation marble tile covers the wainscot of the northern two bays while the southern two bays have mottled
green ceramic tile wainscoting under large glass windows. Though similar in color and appearance to the
interior wainscot, the tile used on the exterior facade is slightly smaller in size. An arched entrance with cast
stone quoins and inscribed with "The Justine Apartments,” provides access to the upper floor apartments at
the northeast corner of the facade.

The alley (south) facade retains its original windows, but they were filled in during the late 1970s for the
security of the tenants. On the southwest corner, an original pair of double doors remain in use as a service
entrance. On the west facade, the original rear doors and windows remain intact to the lease spaces with
several covered from the inside for tenant security.

The heavily detailed upper story, offset by a cast stone string course, is ornamented with a brick basket weave
pattern above the windows. The east and west pairs of windows are detailed with decorative cast stone lintels
and balusters. The remaining two sets of three windows have classically influenced cast stone semi-circular
lintels, with rectangular panels below. The building is capped with a thin dentil band and cast stone ogee
molding. A slightly sloped center pediment, mounted with classical urns and brackets, provides the building
name and year of construction, "19 Illies 29," in a cast stone panel.

The lobby of Justine Apartments features a wide hallway with terrazzo floor, colorful tile wainscot, casing and
crown molding. The original Otis Company elevator, in use, is flanked by a narrow staircase leading to the
living units. The upper floors each contain a central north-south corridor with two apartments facing east (21st
Street side) and three apartments facing west (see Figure 5). Most of the doors, casing, and trim are original
to the building.

The Illies Building/Justine Apartments is currently being rehabilitated to continue its historic function of multi-
family housing. The property retains its architectural and historical integrity to a substantial degree with
relatively few exterior alterations.



OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

NPS Form 10800«

@86

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

lllies Building/Justine Apartments

Galveston County, Texas

Galveston,

Section _7__ Page _7

FIGURE 1

N BUILDING LOCATION




NPS Form 10800« OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

(886)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

lllies Building/Justine Apartments

Section _7 _ Page _8 Galveston, Galveston County, Texas

FIGURE 2

=55
35

AR

=:

S=S :

‘ E] : ¢\ GALVESTON CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT
B R < P MULTIPLE RESOURCE AREA (N.R. 1984)
I8t =t \
SI=S
ks MULTIPLE RESOURCE AREA (N.R. 1984)

@ THE STRAND HISTORIC DISTRICT (N.R. 1970)

% EAST END HISTORIC DISTRICT (N.R. 1975, NHL 1976



NP$S Form 10800« OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

lllies Building/Justine Apartments
Section _7__ Page _9 Galveston, Galveston County, Texas

FIGURE 3

2

IR0

-

FirsT Foor_ East Facace

LLIES BunDise GrvEDion, Tkas

FIRST FLOOR ELEVATION - EAST FACADE
ILLIES BUILDING/

JUSTINE APARTMENTS

Not To Scale




NPS Form 10-800-a OMBEB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-88)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

lllies Building/Justine Apartments
Section _7 _Page _10 Galveston, Galveston County, Texas

FIGURE 4

Soutn Lease Seace

N wa iy

Firsr FLoor Flan
e Bun DG

Zlar Strger

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
ILLIES BUILDING/
JUSTINE APARTMENTS
Not To Scale



NP$ Form 10800«
8-88)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section _7 Page _11

OMBEB Approval No. 1024-0018

lllies Building/Justine Apartments

Galveston, Galveston County, Texas

FIGURE §
21199
R A R e Rl Pkl ~ | I — s E
i
3
12
! S l
: 2
4 !
A | i
LA AT AT AN A LA —a o) J
! =
BT ‘ z
M qu ’ :' '=vzrvvzv:.:.r’.r,rv e
s ' O : %
[ l st ——;E
- ——— i 1 ,’
Kricren H
% 420" 1
i Liv qu === »$
s 1e'x 1’ :
] , , p A
B T N —— L / *
. 4
‘
' Haww- I
’ — \\ . / 4
2 £
4 BATHRoomM !
| \  FOLYER !;
r:-— — " _{
I 2D RooM LiviNg Keresen
3 1% X 12 |q'x‘|' \q'\-[‘
7 i
R ¥l BN e s e e |~ .

UPPER LEVEL FLOOR PLAN
ILLIES BUILDING/

JUSTINE APARTMENTS

Not To Scale

{)



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
Illies Building/Justine Apartments, Galveston, Galveston County, Texas Page 3

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA

____ A PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE
BROAD PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORY.

____ B PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST.

_x_ C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF
CONSTRUCTION OR REPRESENTS THE WORK OF A MASTER, OR POSSESSES HIGH ARTISTIC VALUE, OR
REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT AND DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS LACK INDIVIDUAL
DISTINCTION.

____ D PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR IS LIKELY TO YIELD, INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR
HISTORY.

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS: N/A

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Architecture

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1929-1945

SIGNIFICANT DATES: 1929

SIGNIFICANT PERSON: N/A

CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Donald Neil McKenzie

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (see continuation sheets 8-12 through 8-14).

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES

BIBLIOGRAPHY (see continuation sheets 9-15).
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS): N/A
_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_ previously listed in the National Register
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADDITIONAL DATA:
x State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission)
_ Other state agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
x Other -- Specify Repository: Rosenberg Library, Galveston, Texas
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Illies Building/Justine Apartments (1929) is one of few surviving pre-Depression Era multi-story residential
buildings in Galveston. Housing of this type became popular in and near the central business district to meet
the demands of a rapidly expanding work force, which could not afford the more luxurious houses in the
adjacent East End (East End Historical District, N.R. 7-3-75; N.H.L. 5-11-76) and Silk Stocking
neighborhoods. The Illies Building/Justine Apartments is an addition to the multiple resource nomination,
Historic Resources of Galveston Central Business District/Downtown (NR 1984). The building is eligible
under Criterion C in the area of Architecture at the local level of significance.

The Illies Building/Justine Apartments was erected on the site of the an earlier Illies Building (1867), one of
the oldest commercial buildings on Galveston Island. The original 2-story wooden frame structure was built
by brothers Nelson and J. Burbank from Cincinnati, Ohio, on land leased from Mrs. Justine Illies, widow of
pioneer Galvestonian John Henry Illies. After Nelson Burbank died during the yellow fever epidemic in 1867,
his brother sold the building to Mrs. Illies. She resided there until 1890.

When the original building was razed to make way for the new apartment block, the Galveston Daily News ran
a feature article marking the passing of an era. The front page essay heralded the modern conveniences of the
proposed apartment building, but also fondly remembered the small wooden building as "the last remaining
wooden structure on the west side of 21st Street."

The architect of the new building, Donald Neil McKenzie, was born in Galveston on November 18, 1871, the
son of Justine Illies McKenzie and her second husband Donald McKenzie, a Galveston businessman. Donald
Neil McKenzie attended college at the University of Texas and received his architectural degree from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Returning home to Galveston, McKenzie enjoyed a healthy commercial
and residential practice for over 30 years. In 1929, he and his half-brother, real estate capitalist C.J.H. Illies,
designed and built the apartments which came to bear the name of their now deceased mother, Justine.

On January 20, 1930, the Galveston Daily News ran its first advertisement for the Illies Building/Justine
Apartments. The add described efficiency apartments including a living room, with built-in murphy bed,
bedroom, breakfast room, kitchenette, and tile bath. They also boasted electric refrigerators, gas stoves, ceiling
fans and incinerators. These accommodations were far above comparable rental apartments available elsewhere
in Galveston. As such, the new building represented a significant departure in multi-family housing that was
already underway in major urban areas of the state and country. The Illies Building/Justine Apartments,
however, was completed just before the downturn in the economy of 1929 and subsequent Depression of the
1930s. These factors made it the last multi-family building constructed in Galveston’s central business district
for several decades and one of two significant 1920s buildings remaining in Galveston.
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Early occupants of the building represented a rising middle class with diverse occupations. Among the original
seven tenants listed in the 1930 Galveston City Directory, were a stenographer, a real estate agent, a dry goods
store owner, and a newspaper reporter. The ground floor originally contained a small tailor’s shop in the north
lease space and a cafe in the south.

Donald Neil McKenzie died three years after completion of the Illies Building/Justine Apartments.
Subsequently in 1938, C.J.H. Illies died with no descendants. The Galveston County Probate Court distributed
an estimated $415,892 of personal property and real estate, including the Illies Building/Justine Apartments,
to the maternal heirs, namely John Henry Flett of California, a first cousin of Justine Illies McKenzie. When
the majority of the estate was put up for sale, a consortium of local businessmen including W.J. Guyette,
William J. Guyette Jr., Peter T. Laros, and Thorton Mostyn purchased the Illies Building/Justine Apartments.

Twelve years later, however, a group of 22 plaintiffs challenged the probate court’s ruling claiming to be
paternal descendants. Their suit declared they were descendants of Franzisca Illies, a sister of John Henry
Illies and therefore rightful heirs of Illies estate, which was now estimated at $1,500,000. In a highly
publicized District Court case in October of 1950, lawyers representing 22 plaintiffs and 26 defendants battled
to determine the ancestral existence of Franzisca Illies. On November 3, 1950, the jurors returned a verdict
in favor of the defendants (Fletts et al). The verdict was later reversed by the Galveston Court of Civil
Appeals, and the suit went to the Texas Supreme Court. In July 1951 the state’s highest court sustained the
original verdict, and dismissed the case against the owners of the Illies Building/Justine Apartments, ending
a long and bitter legal battle.

The current owner purchased the building from the Resolution Trust Corporation in 1989 and renovated the
apartments, repairing the elevator, and upgrading the existing electrical, heating and air conditioning, plumbing,
and fire alarm systems. Renovation to the upper floor apartments consisted only of new flooring, kitchen
cabinets, light fixtures, and repainting walls and trim. No walls were removed or relocated, and the room
layout remains identical to the original. The owner intends to leave the existing storefront and repair the
canopy and transoms.

The Illies Building/Justine Apartments is an addition to the Historic Resources of Galveston Central Business
District/Downtown listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1984. This multiple resource listing
includes 22 buildings in a variety of architectural styles dating from the late 19th to early 20th century. The
Jean Laffite Hotel (NR 1984) is the most similar with its masonry over concrete frame construction and
Renaissance Revival elements on the ground and upper floors. All other buildings listed in the central business
district are different in architectural style and material.
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The Illies Building/Justine Apartments is one of the few remaining multi-story residential buildings from the
early 20th century in Galveston’s central business district and as such represents architectural trends in the
central business district during the 1920s. The Illies Building/Justine Apartments is eligible under Criterion
C in the area of Architecture at the local level of significance.
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BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES
Newspapers
The Galveston Daily News:

"Historic Structure Gives Way to Modern Apartment.” July 28, 1929, p.1.
Advertisement, January 20, 1930.

"Donald N. M’Kenzie Claimed by Death." December 18, 1933, p.1.
"20-Year Old Estate Opened by Litigation." October 26, 1950, p.10.
"Ancestry of Illies Traced in Hearing." October 27, 1950, p.9.

The Galveston News:

"Illies Estate Trial in Week-End Recess." October 28, 1950.

"Court Battle Reopens Over Illies Estate." October 31, 1950.

"Conversation in Isle Cemetery Introduced in Illies Litigation." November 1, 1950.
"Defense Wins Verdict in Illies Estate Battle." November 4, 1950.

"State Court Backs Judge Dibrell on Estate Case." July 2, 1951.

Other Reference Material

"Historic Resources of Galveston Central Business District/Downtown," National Register of Historic Places
nomination, 1984.

Longstreth, Richard. The Buildings of Main Street, National Trust for Historic Preservation,
Preservation Press, 1987.

Galveston City Directory: 1928-1929, 1930-1931
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF PROPERTY: less than one acre

UTM REFERENCES Zone Easting Northing
15 326880 3242040

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: SW 1/4 of Lot 5 and S 1/2 of Lots 6 & 7, Block 441, City of
Galveston, Galveston County, Texas

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: Boundaries include all property originally associated with the nominated
resource.

11. FORM PREPARED BY (WITH ASSISTANCE FROM JAMIE L. WISE, Architectural Historian)

NAME/TITLE: Chris Hutson
ORGANIZATION: DATE: December 1993
STREET & NUMBER: 410 20th Street, No. 203  TELEPHONE: (409) 762-8000

CITY OR TOWN: Galveston STATE: TX Z1P CODE: 77550

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

CONTINUATION SHEETS

MAPS

PHOTOGRAPHS

ADDITIONAL ITEMS

PROPERTY OWNER

NAME: Justine Partnership
STREET & NUMBER: 2719 Broadway TELEPHONE: (409) 762-7160

CITY OR TOWN: Galveston STATE: TX ZIP CODE: 77550
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PHOTOGRAPH INVENTORY

The following information pertains to all photographs unless otherwise noted:

Property Name: Illies Building/Justine Apartments
Address: 503 21st Street

City/County/State: Galveston, Galveston County, Texas
Photographer: Chris Hutson

Date of Photographs: December 1993

Location of Negatives: Chris Hutson

410 20th Street, No. 203
Galveston, TX 77550

Photo Number: 1of5
Camera Facing: West
Photo Number: 20of5
Camera Facing: North
Photo Number: 3of 5
Camera Facing: West
Photo Number: 4of 5
Camera Facing: West
Photo Number: Sof5
Camera Facing: N/A
Photographer: Unknown
Date of Photograph: July 28, 1929

Location of Negative: Galveston Daily News (Architect’s Rendering)
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Carol Shull JUL 19 19%

Keeper

National Register of Historic Places

Interagency Resources Division INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION
National Park Service, WASO NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

P.O. Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127

RE: Illies Building/Justine Apartments
Galveston, Galveston County, Texas

Thomas and Marjorie Shaw House
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Dear Carol:

Enclosed are two properties not recommended by our State Board of Review during the last
year. As State Historic Preservation Officer, I request that both properties be evaluated and
approved for listing as submitted.

The Illies Building/Justine Apartments is one of the few 1920s buildings remaining in the
central business district of Galveston. While Galveston is noted for it exceptional collection of
turn-of-the-century architecture, relatively few intact buildings date from the 1920s and 1930s
to represent that period of commercial architecture. We feel that this property meets National
Register Criterion C (Architecture) and retains sufficient integrity for listing.

The Thomas and Marjorie Shaw House is the only Monterey style residential building
identified in an extensive survey of Fort Worth during the early 1980s. The survey professionals
recommended the property for listing in the National Register. The house and landscape features
appear to be largely as built in 1927. We believe that the property is eligible under Criterion
C (Architecture) in spite of some alterations.

P.O.Box 12276 * Austin, TX 78711-2276 <+ 512/463-6100 <+ Fax512/475-4872 + TDD 1-800-735-2989




Carol Shull
July 10, 1995
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We appreciate your consideration of these properties for official listing. If you have questions,
please contact Dwayne Jones at (512) 463-5997.
Singergly,

-

urtis Tun
State Historic Preservation Officer




