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1. NAME OF PROPERTY: 

Historic name: West Milam Street Mercantile Historic District 

Other rume/site number: N/A 

2. LOCATION 

Street & number: Roughly bounded by Sunset, Burleson and Caney Streets along the 600 block of West 
Milam Street. 
Not for publication: N/A 
City/town: Wharton 

Stide: TX County: Wharton Code: 481 Zip Code: 77488 

3. CLASSIFICATION 
Ownership of Property: Private 

Category of Property: District 

Number of Resources within Property: Cottiributing Noncontributing 

5 
0 
'o~ 
0 

_4_buildings 
Osites 
Ostructures 
Oobjects 

4 Total 

Number of Contributing resources previously listed in the Natiorud Register: N/A 
Name of related multiple property listing: Historic and Architectural Resources of Wharton, Wharton 
County, Texas 
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4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby 
certify that this _x_nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and 
professional requirements set forth in 
36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _x_meets d̂oes not meet the National Register criteria. 

See ^tinuatipn^heet. 

Signature "bf certifying'of^ial Date 

State Historic Preservation Officer, Tê as Historical Commission 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. 
See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 
totered la tlid 

I, hereby certify that this property is: ^ - '-̂  

uAentered in the National Register \Az^^ '^^./^^r^^ - J-^J^A^ 
_ See continuation sheet 

determined eligible for the 
National Register 

See continuation sheet. 

determined not eligible for the 
National Register 

removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 
-Si^nati^e of the Keeper Date of Action 
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6. FUNCTION OR USE 
Historic: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store; Department Store; Warehouse 

DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling 

Currem: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store; Department Store 
DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling 
VACANT/NOT IN USE 

7. DESCRIPTION 
Architectural Classification: LATE 19TH CENTURY AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN 

MOVEMENTS: Late Victorian 
OTHER: L-plan 

Materials: fouruiation Brick 
walls Brick; Wood 
roof Asphalt; Metal 
other Concrete, Stucco 

Describe presem and historic physical appeararwe. 
x See cominuation sheet 

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Certifying official has considered the significarwe of this property in relation to other properties: locally 

Applicable Natiorml Register Criteria: C 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) : N/A 

Areas of Significarwe: Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance: 1901-1942 

Significam Dates: 1901 

Significam Person(s): N/A 

Cultural Affiliation: N/A 

Architect/Builder: Unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, 
arui areas arui periods of significarwe rwted above. _̂ _See continuation sheet 
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D e s c r i p t i o n : 

The West Milam S t r e e t M e r c a n t i l e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s a small i n t a c t 
grouping of 1- and 2-story commercial b u i l d i n g s and a s i n g l e - f a m i l y d w e l l i n g 
constructed between 1901 and 1942. A l l s i g n i f i c a n t p r o p e r t i e s face e i t h e r 
n o r t h or south and a l i g n West Milam Str e e t at the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Sunset 
S t r e e t . The s i g n i f i c a n t p r o p e r t i e s , except the d w e l l i n g , are set close t o the 
property l i n e and on concrete sidewalks t h a t are p a r a l l e l t o the s t r e e t . The 
2-story b r i c k Deaton Grocery B u i l d i n g v i s u a l l y dominates the d i s t r i c t w h i l e 
the 1-story G i f f o r d M e r c a n t i l e Company B u i l d i n g ( l a t e r G i f f o r d Motor Company) 
anchors the d i s t r i c t w i t h the l a r g e s t square footage. Both b u i l d i n g s r e f l e c t 
Late V i c t o r i a n i n f l u e n c e s i n c l u d i n g molded b r i c k cornices, arched double 
e n t r i e s , and i n the Deaton B u i l d i n g , molded b r i c k s t r i n g courses. A l l 
remaining b u i l d i n g s are e i t h e r of b r i c k or wood frame c o n s t r u c t i o n and are 
l a r g e l y detached and f r e e - s t a n d i n g . F a l s e - f r o n t parapets and awnings extended 
over the sidewalk are prominent features of the remaining b u i l d i n g s . The 
s i n g l e - f a m i l y frame d w e l l i n g i s an e x c e l l e n t example of a vernacular L-plan 
w i t h Late V i c t o r i a n d e t a i l i n g . Noncontributing b u i l d i n g s are a l l i n the 
northern h a l f of the d i s t r i c t and are g e n e r a l l y 1-story simple wooden frame or 
masonry c o n s t r u c t i o n . The scale, s i z e and ca. 19608 c o n s t r u c t i o n dates make 
the p r o p e r t i e s N o n c o n t r i b u t i n g . Five p r o p e r t i e s are determined C o n t r i b u t i n g ; 
four Non-contributing. 

The West Milcun S t r e e t M e r c a n t i l e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s a small i n t a c t 
grouping of 1- and 2-story commercial b u i l d i n g s and a s i n g l e - f a m i l y d w e l l i n g 
constructed between 1901 and 1942. The d i s t r i c t i s roughly one h a l f m i l e from 
the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t of Wharton but immediately adjacent the Old 
Texas and New Orleans R a i l r o a d Depot. A l l b u i l d i n g s face e i t h e r n o r t h or 
south and a l i g n West Mileun St r e e t at the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Sunset S t r e e t . Most 
of the p r o p e r t i e s immediately f r o n t concrete sidewalks t h a t run p a r a l l e l t o 
the s t r e e t s . S t r e e t s w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t are paved w i t h concrete and have 
high curbs; Sunset S t r e e t breaks from a s t r a i g h t north-south plan and curves 
s l i g h t l y t o the northeast f o l l o w i n g the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s . The t e r r a i n i s 
ge n e r a l l y f l a t w i t h landscaping c o n s i s t i n g of various types of shrubbery and a 
few pecan t r e e s ; otherwise, the d i s t r i c t i s devoid of v e g e t a t i o n . 

The 2-story b r i c k Deaton Grocery B u i l d i n g v i s u a l l y dominates the d i s t r i c t 
w h i l e the 1-story G i f f o r d M e r c a n t i l e Company B u i l d i n g ( l a t e r G i f f o r d Motor 
Company) anchors the d i s t r i c t w i t h the l a r g e s t sc[uare footage. Both b u i l d i n g s 
r e f l e c t Late V i c t o r i a n i n f l u e n c e s i n c l u d i n g molded b r i c k cornices, arched 
double e n t r i e s , and i n the Deaton B u i l d i n g , molded b r i c k s t r i n g courses. A l l 
remaining b u i l d i n g s are e i t h e r of b r i c k or wood frame c o n s t r u c t i o n and are 
l a r g e l y detached and fr e e - s t a n d i n g . F a l s e - f r o n t parapets and awnings extended 
over the sidewalk are prominent features of the remaining b u i l d i n g s . The 
s i n g l e - f a m i l y frame d w e l l i n g i s an e x c e l l e n t example of a vernacular L-plan 
w i t h Late V i c t o r i a n d e t a i l i n g . Noncontributing b u i l d i n g s are a l l i n the 
northern h a l f of the d i s t r i c t and are g e n e r a l l y 1-story simple wooden frame or 
masonry c o n s t r u c t i o n . The scale, s i z e and ca. 1960s c o n s t r u c t i o n dates make 
the p r o p e r t i e s Noncontributing. Five p r o p e r t i e s are determined C o n t r i b u t i n g ; 
four Non-contributing. 
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INVENTORY OF MAJOR PROPERTIES 

s i t e No. 330, Old Deaton Grocery Coapany, 1901, 660 West Milaa S t r e e t , 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

2-8tory b u i l d i n g w i t h load-bearing b r i c k w a l l s f a c i n g south. The f i v e -
bay p r i n c i p a l (south) facade has a double-door entrance on the ground f l o o r 
w i t h round-arched hoodmold. A l l windows are 2/2 double-hung and have v e r t i c a l 
muntins and segmental-arched hoodmolds. Molded b r i c k s t r i n g courses wrap 
around the b u i l d i n g and u n i f y f i r s t and second f l o o r windows. The b u i l d i n g 
features an elaborate parapet w i t h corbeled brickwork and r a i s e d centerpiece. 
Segmental-arched loading docks are located on the west facade. A 
Noncontributing commercial b u i l d i n g (ca. 1960) i s attached t o the west 
e l e v a t i o n of the b u i l d i n g . This Noncontributing p r o p e r t y does not a f f e c t the 
o v e r a l l i n t e g r i t y of the Old Deaton Grocery Company b u i l d i n g . The b u i l d i n g 
also features a ghost-sign of a 20th century tenant which appears t o read 
"Wharton Groc. & Produce Co." 

This 2-story b r i c k b u i l d i n g o r i g i n a l l y housed the Locke Feed Store and 
was l a t e r occupied by the Deaton Grocery Company, two important e a r l y 
businesses i n Wharton. 

The Old Deaton Grocery Company i s an e x c e l l e n t exeunple of e a r l y 
commercial or warehouse a r c h i t e c t u r e . I t s round-arched hoodmolds, segmental-
arched hoodmolds and an elaborate parapet w i t h corbeled b r i c k are 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of l a t e 19th- and e a r l y 20th century commercial a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
The s t r i n g courses u n i f y i n g f i r s t and second f l o o r windows are q u i t e r a r e f o r 
e a r l y Wharton commercial b u i l d i n g s . The b u i l d i n g ' s plan c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e s a 
c e n t r a l , open work space f o r handling l a r g e cunounts of m a t e r i a l . The absence 
of l a r g e d i s p l a y windows on the p r i n c i p a l facade f u r t h e r i n d i c a t e the 
f u n c t i o n a l uses of the i n t e r i o r . 

s i t e No. 331, Commercial B u i l d i n g , ca. 1920, 642-52 West Nilam S t r e e t , 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

1-story frame commercial b u i l d i n g w i t h wood s i d i n g f a c i n g n o r t h . This 
b u i l d i n g encompasses about h a l f of the n o r t h side of the 600 block of West 
Milam S t r e e t . This m u l t i - u n i t b u i l d i n g has nine double-door entrances under a 
continuous shed-roof awning. Two end u n i t s on the east and west e l e v a t i o n s 
f e a t u r e f a l s e - f r o n t parapets t h a t conceal gable r o o f s covered w i t h metal. 

The b u i l d i n g i s associated w i t h Wharton's economic p r o s p e r i t y during the 
1920s. I t has housed a v a r i e t y of wholesale and r e t a i l businesses since i t s 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

This b u i l d i n g i s a r a r e example of a r e l a t i v e l y i n t a c t wood-frame 
commercial b u i l d i n g i n Wharton and r e t a i n s a high degree of i n t e g r i t y . I t s 
shed-roof canopy, f a l s e - f r o n t parapets and gabled ro o f are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of 
e a r l y 20th century commercial a r c h i t e c t u r e i n Wharton. 
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Site No. 388, Gifford Mercantile (Motor) Company Building, ca. 1910, 661 West 
Milam Street, Contributing. 

1-story brick building with load-bearing brick walls facing north. Two 
wooden double door service entrances with round-arched hoodmolds are located 
on the north facade. Detailing consists of a simple corbeled brick parapet. 
An inset service bay i s accessed at the northwest corner of the building. 
Large display windows are located w i t h i n the service bay and the north facade. 

Sanborn maps reveal that George Gifford operated a business on t h i s and 
adjoining properties as early as 1900. By 1919, t h i s building housed the 
Gifford Mercantile Company ( l a t e r Motor Company). This business offered auto 
sales and services to local residents. A f u r n i t u r e store l a t e r occupied t h i s 
building for many years. 

A commercial building retaining a high degree of i n t e g r i t y . This 
building i s a good example of early commercial architecture i n Wharton. The 
character defining aspects of the building, such as inset service bay, follow 
t y p i c a l auto dealership design of the early 20th century. The display windows 
are also t y p i c a l of dealerships. The building probably was constucted i n 
stages as the business evolved and the auto business grew i n the f i r s t three 
decades of the century. Round-arched hoodmolds and simple parapet with 
corbeled brickwork are characteristics of Late Victorian, turn-of-the-century 
architecture. 

Site No. 389, Commercial Building, ca. 1930, 642 West Milam Street, 
Contributing. 1-story freune conunercial building 
with stuccoed veneer on exterior facing north. A commercial building with two 
storefronts and 2 double-door entrances under an awning. A simple 3-part 
parapet above each entrance extends across the front facade. A gabled roof 
with metal sheathing covers the building. The stuccoed veneer exterior was 
applied at an unknown date. 

This 1-story commercial building i s a t y p i c a l example of early 20th 
century commercial architecture. I t s canopy roof and 3-part parapet are 
characteristic of early commercial architecture Wharton. 

Site No. 390, Peine-Leeds House, ca. 1905, 637 West Milam Street, 
Contributing. 

1-story wood frame L-plan dwelling with wood siding facing north. 
Ornate Victorian jigsawn d e t a i l i n g on front-wing s o f f i t s and front gabled-end 
bargeboard. The front wing has angled corners creating a 5-sided bay. The 
house i s covered by an asphalt shingle hipped roof with gabled extensions. 
Windows are 2/2 wooden, double hung. 

The o r i g i n a l owner of the property was Wally Peine, an important local 
businessman, who acquired i t i n 1893 for $200. Wally Peine sold i t to L.F. 
Leeds i n 1907 for $1,350. The dramatic increase i n price suggests that Peine 
constructed the house on the property. The house remained i n the Leeds family 
u n t i l 1958. 
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The Leeds House i s a good example of the vernacular L-plan. I t s ornate 
jigsawn d e t a i l i n g , hipped-roof with gabled extensions and angled corners 
creating a 5-sided bay are characteristic of the vernacular 
L-plan. This house retains a high degree of i n t e g r i t y and i s considered 
Contributing t o the d i s t r i c t . 

Commercial buil d i n g at 664 West Milam Street, ca. 1960, Noncontributing. 
1-story concrete-block building. 

Commercial building at 668 West Milam St, ca. 1960, Noncontributing. 
1-story wood frame building with metal roof. 
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Statement of Significance: 

The West Milam Street Mercantile Historic District consists of nine 1-
and 2-story buildings constructed between 1900-1942. All Contributing 
buildings in the district, except for a single-family dwelling, housed retail 
and wholesale operations. With the exception of Site No. 331, commercial 
buildings in this district are detached and freestanding. This pattern 
contrasts sharply with the Wharton County Courthouse Commercial Historic 
District (NR, 1991) where almost all the buildings share common or party 
walls. The buildings in this district retain a high degree of integrity and 
reflect the distinctive style of turn-of-the-century commercial architecture. 
The district is eligible under Criterion C for architecture and associated 
with the context: Community Development in Wharton, Texas, 1875-1942. 

Commercial buildings i n the d i s t r i c t are influenced by Late Victorian 
and turn-of-the-century architectural styles. False-front parapets, gabled 
roofs, round and segmental-arched hoodmolds, and corbeled brickwork are 
characteristics of early Wharton commercial architecture. Additionally, the 
Old Deaton Grocery Company building (Site No. 330) features s t r i n g courses 
that are unusual for early Wharton commercial architecture. The Peine-Leeds 
House i s an excellent example of the L-plan popular during the la t e 19th and 
early 20th centuries. I t s jigsawn brackets, hipped-roof with gabled 
extensions and angled corners creating a 5-sided bay are characteristic of the 
vernacular L-plan. 

Most of the buildings i n the d i s t r i c t are associated with a period of 
economic growth during the early 20th century. The a r r i v a l of the r a i l r o a d 
and construction of a depot that was separate from the central business 
d i s t r i c t led t o the creation of t h i s d i s t i n c t conunercial area. Accompanying 
and r e l a t i v e l y steady economic prosperity following the r a i l r o a d during the 
f i r s t few decades gave r i s e to a mercantile class. Some of these people 
established wholesale and r e t a i l operations i n the West Milam Street area. 
The Deaton Building i s probably the oldest property and r e f l e c t s i t s 
functional use as a warehouse and handling center adjacent the r a i l service. 
The Gifford Motor Company Building i s t y p i c a l of early auto dealerships 
indicating that the d i s t r i c t developed with a number of uses that were 
somewhat connected to the nearby r a i l r o a d . 

Since the 1950s, many early commercial buildings Wharton have been 
altered or modified. Consequently, Wharton has very few cohesive 
concentrations of h i s t o r i c commercial buildings that r e t a i n t h e i r i n t e g r i t y . 
The buildings i n t h i s d i s t r i c t r e t a i n a high degree of i n t e g r i t y and 
consequently s t i l l r e f l e c t the d i s t i n c t i v e style of turn-of-the-century 
commercial architecture. 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
See bibliography of historic context statement. 
jc_ See continuation sheet. 

Previous documemation on file (NPS): N/A 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 

_ previously listed in the Natiorml Register 
_ previously determirwd eligible by the Natiorml Register 
_ desigrmted a Natiorml Historic Laruimark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey ff 
_ recorded by Historic American Engirwering Record ff 

Primary Location of Additiorml Data: 
X State historic preservation office (Texas Historical CommissionJ 
_ Other state agerwy 
_ Federal agerwy 
_ Local govemmem 
_ University 
_ Other ~ Specify Repository: 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Acreage of Property: Approximately 11/2 acres 

UTM Refererwes: Zorw Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

A 14 781100 3245940 B 14 781120 3245920 
C 14 781100 3245820 D 14 781040 3245840 

_X_ See continuation sheet. (10-6) 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

Boundary Justification: 
11. FORM PREPARED BY (assisted by Dwayne Jones, Preservation Planner, Alan Carey, Preservation 

Planner Intern, and THC staff) 
Name/Title: Ed Galloway and Ralph Newlan 
Organization: Hardy-Heck-Moore Date: July 1989, January 1992 
Street & Number: 2112 Rio Grande Telephone: 512-478-8014 
City or Town: Austin State: TX Zip: 78705 
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Verbal Boundary Description: 

Beginning at the southwest corner of Sunset St r e e t and the a l l e y between West 
Milam St r e e t and Burleson s t r e e t s , thence n o r t h along Sunset S t r e e t t o the 
i n t e r s e c t i o n of Sunset and West Milam S t r e e t s , thence c o n t i n u i n g n o r t h along 
Sunset St r e e t approximately 125 f e e t , thence east 145 f e e t , thence south 60 
fe e t t o West Milam S t r e e t along the east p r o p e r t y l i n e of 642-52 West Milam 
S t r e e t , thence east along West Milam S t r e e t 60 f e e t , thence south along east 
property l i n e of 637 West Milam S t r e e t t o the a l l e y between West Milam and 
Burleson s t r e e t s , thence west along a l l e y u n t i l reaching the p o i n t of the 
o r i g i n a t i o n . 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

The d i s t r i c t encompasses a l l p r o p e r t i e s h i s t o r i c a l l y associated w i t h the 
development of t h i s enclave of m e r c a n t i l e businesses and an adjacent d w e l l i n g 
associated w i t h an important business f a m i l y t h a t dates from the p e r i o d of 
s i g n i f i c a n c e . Surrounding p r o p e r t i e s are separated by undeveloped land or 
major thoroughfares. The d i s t r i c t i s both v i s u a l l y and p h y s i c a l l y d i s t i n c t . 
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See d i s t r i c t map on reverse 
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Date Listed 
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30. West Milam Street Mercantile Historic District totered la the Jr' /ci 

lational Eaglat^ ^//b/y3 
31. Worthing, Louis F. , House "Jntsred iSl "HB / /c ^ 

^//^A9^ 
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