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1. Name of Property 

historic name Reeves-Womack House 

other names/site number N/A 

2. Location 

street & number 405 West Fox S t ree t 

city or town Caldwell 

_NO.not for publication 

J©, vicinity 

state Texas code TX county Bur leson code 051 zip code 77836 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this H nomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
S meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
H natiprtai^ D state\^e H locally. ( D Seeyepntinj/ation sheet for additional comments.) 

State H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion O f f i c e r , Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
State of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
Signature of the Keeper H i R t l O D a l 2efla'*^l§kte of Action I hereby certify that the property is: 

D^ntered in the National Register, 
n See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 
• determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

D removed from the National 
Register. 

n other, (explain:) 



Reeves-Womack House 
Name of Property 

Bur leson County, Texas 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Cheqk only on« box) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

HI private 
• public-local 
• public-State 
• public-Federal 

E building(s) 
• district 
• site 
• structure 
• object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

1 0 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Numt>er of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

Domestic; S ing le d w e l l i n g 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions)  

Domest ic: S ing le d w e l l i n g 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

Q u e e n A n n e 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation B r i c k 

walls _ Weatherboard 

roof 

other 

Asphal t 

Shingle 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

See Continuation Sheets. 
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Section number Page ' 

D e s c r i p t i o n : 

The Reeves-Womack House, 405 West Fox S t r e e t , Caldwell, Texas, i s a f i n e 
example of Queen Anne a r c h i t e c t u r e d i s t i n g u i s h e d by ornate Eastlake s p i n d l e 
work. Elaborate and exuberant wood d e t a i l s , wraparound porch, t u r r e t , c e n t r a l 
dormer, t a l l chimneys and a large i n t e r s e c t i n g gable r o o f w i t h pyramidal center 
c h a r a c t e r i z e the r a i s e d 2 l / 2 - 3 t o r y asymmetrical plan house. Constructed of 
cypress and heart pine on a b r i c k p i e r foundation, the house faces west on Fox 
Street t h r e e blocks west of the courthouse square (see map p.7-3). The Reeves-
Womack House i s an elaborate l a t e 19th century house i n a w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d 
neighborhood defined by large t r e e s , uniform set-backs and 1920s-19309 houses. 
Despite a minor a d d i t i o n t o the r e a r , the house r e t a i n s i t s h i s t o r i c character 
and i n t e g r i t y . 

The Reeves-Womack House was p a r t of the e a r l i e s t phase of r e s i d e n t i a l 
development southwest of the courthouse square i n Caldwell. I t s l a r g e l o t 
r e f l e c t s the generous land p r o p o r t i o n s r e q u i r e d f o r l a t e 19th century urban 
l i v i n g . Although the house i s the primary f e a t u r e of the l a r g e landscaped l o t , 
h i s t o r i c a l l y the l o t f e a t u r e d a small barn/chicken coop, c a r r i a g e house, c i s t e r n 
and f i s h pond (see s i t e plan sketch p.7-4). A l l the o r i g i n a l o u t b u i l d i n g s are 
gone, replaced by a n o n - h i s t o r i c carport/workshop. As evident from the 1891 
Sanborn map the surrounding neighborhood was comprised of modestly sized L-plan 
and T-plan houses, w i t h s c a t t e r e d o u t b u i l d i n g s (see map p.7-5). Most of these 
houses were replaced i n the e a r l y 20th century. Today most houses i n t h e area 
e x h i b i t i n f l u e n c e s from various popular r e v i v a l s t y l e s , bungalows and American 
Four Squares, r e f l e c t i n g 1920s t o 1930s c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

The i n t e r i o r arrangement i s t y p i c a l of a modified L-plan house (see plan 
p.7-6). A row of d i f f e r e n t sized and configured spaces 3 rooms deep f l a n k a 
c e n t r a l h a l l . To the r i g h t of the e n t r y i s a r e c e p t i o n room w i t h e l a b o r a t e 
s t a i r , f o l l owed by a bedroom and an enclosed porch w i t h s i t t i n g room/bath 
( o r i g i n a l l y a rear porch). To the l e f t of the e n t r y i s a p a r l o r w i t h f r o n t 
f a c i n g bay, f o l l o w e d by the d i n i n g room w i t h an east f a c i n g bay, pa n t r y , r e a r 
s t a i r , and f i n a l l y the k i t c h e n . A l l u p s t a i r s bedrooms v i r t u a l l y d u p l i c a t e the 
ground f l o o r c o n f i g u r a t i o n (see f l o o r plans, pp. 7-6 & 7-7). 

The northwest e l e v a t i o n ( f r o n t ) i s an asymmetrical, but balanced 3-bay 
composition composed of gabled p r o j e c t i n g bay, e n t r y bay, and t u r r e t (see photo 
1) . Concrete steps lead t o the entrance, centered behind a p r o j e c t i n g 
pedimented entrance bay t h a t i s p a r t of a deep wraparound porch. V e r t i c a l l y 
proportioned double-hung windows punctuate the facade. A l a r g e p i c t u r e window 
i s t o the r i g h t of the e n t r y . D e t a i l i n g abounds at the entrance p o r t i c o and 
wraparound porch. The r i c h l y d e t a i l e d porch i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by i t s use of ova l 
porch bays created by profuse beaded s p i n d l e work and heavy p a i r e d pendants (see 
photo 2 ) . The porch i s Eastlake i n character due t o the e l a b o r a t i o n , d e n s i t y 
and heavy pendanted d e t a i l s . A molded s t r i n g course v i s u a l l y separates the 
f i r s t and second f l o o r s . The second f l o o r window p a t t e r n r e p l i c a t e s t h a t of t h e 
f i r s t f l o o r . Paired windows occupy the r i g h t bay. M i l l e d brackets ornament 
the eaves and v i s u a l l y support the h e a v i l y and e c l e c t i c a l l y d e t a i l e d gable-end 
e x h i b i t i n g a s t a r b u r s t p a t t e r n , c o f f e r e d panels, and s c r o l l work. A small 
double-hung a r t glass window accents the gable (see photo 3 ) . Centered i n the 
roof i s a t r i a n g u l a r dormer t h a t provides l i g h t t o the a t t i c , and forms the 
highest p o i n t of the ro o f . 
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The asymmetrical southwest e l e v a t i o n (Harvey Sreet) i s dominated by the 
wraparound porch and t a l l b r i c k chimney stack w i t h ornate cap (see photo 4 ) . The 
asymmetrically placed chimney j u t s through the porch and towers above the receding 
roof l i n e . Just east of the chimney a small r e c t a n g u l a r window, reminiscent of the 
large p i c t u r e window of the main facade, accentuates the c e n t r a l s t a i r w e l l . A 
gabled e l l p r o j e c t s t o meet the porch. I t e s t a b l i s h e s a v e r t i c a l anchor f o r the 
eastern h a l f of the e l e v a t i o n by employing a s i n g l e window on each f l o o r d i v i d e d by 
a molded s t r i n g course. Small double-hung p a i r e d windows surrounded by f i s h - s c a l e 
shingles f i l l i n the open gable. Attached t o the eastern edge of the e l l , i n place 
of an o r i g i n a l back porch, i s a small b a t h r o o m / s i t t i n g room added i n t h e e a r l y 
1940s. This a d d i t i o n j o i n s the primary surface of the facade t o t h e k i t c h e n e l l 
which i s more an element of the southeastern and northeastern e l e v a t i o n s . 

Two i n t e r s e c t i n g e l l s create the southeast e l e v a t i o n ( r e a r ) . The k i t c h e n e l l 
p r o j e c t s outward. One window, t o p and bottom, f l a n k the centered b r i c k chimney. 
Rows of i n f i l l windows comprise the remainder of the i n t e r s e c t i n g surface (see 
photo 5 ) . 

The nort h e s t e l e v a t i o n (s i d e yard) i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by a n e a r l y centered 2-
st o r y bay w i t h open-end gable r o o f and chimney towering above. The t a l l c e n t r a l 
hipped peak ro o f i s i n d i c a t i v e of an L-plan house w i t h side and f r o n t gables (see 
photo 6 ) . Though covered i n asphalt s h i n g l e s , o l d e r wood shi n g l e s remain 
underneath. 

Several notable i n t e r i o r f i n i s h e s d i s t i n g u i s h the Reeves-Womack House. The 
most conspicuous i s the ornate carved s t a i r c a s e f e a t u r i n g Eastlake spindlework and 
cof f e r e d wood p a n e l l i n g (see photo 7 ) . S i m p l i f i e d c l a s s i c a l l y i n s p i r e d molding 
frames multi-paneled b u r l f i n i s h e d doors. The p a r l o r and d i n i n g room doors have 
large pocket doors (see photo 9 ) . Seven ext a n t f i r e p l a c e s vary i n ornateness. 
Those i n the p u b l i c rooms have elaborate overmantels, w h i l e each i n t h e bedrooms 
contains a s i m p l i f i e d mantle and m i r r o r (see photo 10). A l l have glazed t i l e s w i t h 
v a r i e d p i c t o r i a l themes. The f u l l a t t i c i s a major space of the house and w e l l 
d e t a i l e d . I t i s t a l l , w e l l l i t by t r i a n g u l a r bay and gable-end windows, and almost 
completely f l o o r e d i n pine boards. O r i g i n a l wood r o o f i n g shingles are v i s i b l e from 
w i t h i n the a t t i c . 

Through the years few changes have been made t o the house i t s e l f . I n the 
1940s a bathroom was added o f f the downstairs bedroom, the back porch enclosed, and 
concrete f r o n t steps i n s t a l l e d . I n the 1970s the downstairs bathroom was converted 
i n t o a pantry and the k i t c h e n remodeled . 

S p e c i f i c aspects of the landscape have changed over the years. The la r g e 
t r e e i n the f r o n t yard i s r e l a t i v e l y new, planted i n the e a r l y 1960s. O r i g i n a l l y 
hedges defined the l o t perimeter, at the sidewalk edge. Most h i s t o r i c p l a n t i n g s 
are gone today. However, c l u s t e r s of bushes surround the base of the house and 
grow i n the l o t , i n keeping w i t h the h i s t o r i c nature of landscaping. The 
carriage/wash house w i t h u p s t a i r s maids room and a chicken coop appear i n the 1896 
Sanborn map. They are i n the f a r northeast corner of the l o t . The second owners, 
the Womacks, dug a f i s h pond near the southeast corner of the house a f t e r 1906. By 
1958, the c a r r i a g e house and f i s h pond had f a l l e n i n t o d i s r e p a i r , and by 1960 the 
carriage house had been demolished and the f i s h pond i n f i l l e d w i t h d i r t . 
Presently, a n o n - h i s t o r i c workshop/carport s i t s on the c a r r i a g e house s i t e . Though 
o u t b u i l d i n g s and landscaping have been l o s t , the changes t o the house are minimal. 
The few e x t e r i o r changes have been executed i n the same b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s . 
Therefore, the house r e t a i n s a high degree of i n t e g r i t y and maintains i t s h i s t o r i c 
character. 
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R e e v e s - W o m a c k H o u s e 

Name of Property 
Bur leson County, Texas 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

• A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

3 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply 

Property is: 

^ A 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from Instructions) 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

Period of Significance 

c.1895 

Significant Dates 

c.1895 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

league, James (builder) 

Narrative Statement of Significance See Con t i nua t i on Sheets. 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography See Con t i nua t i on Sheet 9-14. 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

B State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission^ Austin, TX 



Reeves-Womack House 
Name of Property 

Bur leson County, Texas 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property less than one 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 |l | 4 | I 7| 2| l | 1| 0| 0| I 3i 3| 7i 9| 5i 6i 0| 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 I LJ I LJ \ LJ I I LJ LJ I I I 

J J L J L 
Zone Easting 

4 L ^ 
Northing 

J L J L 
[ ] See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

See Continuation Sheets. 
Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Barbara Zalmanek (with assistance by Lisa J . Hart, Arch i tec tu ra l His to r i an , THC) 

organization date May, 1992 

street & number R t . 3 , Box 254 

city or town Ca ldwe l l 

telephone 409/567-4547 

state TX zip code 77836 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional Items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)  

name Mr. and Mrs. Frank Beseda 

street & number 405 West Fox Street telephone ^ 

city or town Ca ldwel l state TX zip code 77836 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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statement of S i g n i f i c a n c e : 

The Reeves-Womack House i s the best s u r v i v i n g example of V i c t o r i a n - e r a Queen 
Anne S t y l e a r c h i t e c t u r e i n Caldwell, Burleson County, Texas. A f i n e l y c r a f t e d 
example of mail order design, the house represents an era when plans were marketed 
through catalogs released by many a r c h i t e c t s nationwide. I t appears t o be 
inf l u e n c e d by an 1895 design by George F. Barber of K n o x v i l l e , Tennessee (see 
e l e v a t i o n drawing, p.8-12). I t was b u i l t by l o c a l master carpenter James Teague 
f o r banker W i l l i a m Reeves and h i s w i f e about 1895, and e x h i b i t s t y p i c a l Queen Anne 
t r a i t s and an exuberant Eastlake wraparound porch. With only t h r e e r e s i d e n t owners 
i n i t s n e a r l y 100 years, the house has been m e t i c u l o u s l y maintained and t h e r e f o r e 
r e t a i n s a high l e v e l of i n t e g r i t y and i t s h i s t o r i c character. As an e x c e l l e n t 
example of Queen Anne a r c h i t e c t u r e and popular n a t i o n a l design, i t i s e l i g i b l e f o r 
l i s t i n g i n the Na t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places under C r i t e r i o n C i n the area 
of A r c h i t e c t u r e at the l o c a l l e v e l of s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

The Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway Company acquired r i g h t s - o f - w a y and 
tax exemptions from the town of Caldwell i n 1878. Great l o c a l support f o r 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of the r a i l r o a d included land deeded by p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y owners t o the 
r a i l r o a d company. Completion i n 1881 connected Caldwell w i t h Galveston and Fort 
Worth, a l l o w i n g the town t o prosper. The r a i l connection enhanced the community's 
status as the county seat, and i t q u i c k l y became a r e g i o n a l produce and c a t t l e 
d i s t r i b u t i o n center. I n 1891 the c i t i z e n s voted t o i n c o r p o r a t e Caldwell, a l l o w i n g 
f o r self-government, c o l l e c t i o n of taxes f o r c i t y use, and c i t y maintenance. 

During t h i s time of development i n Caldwell a successful l o c a l merchant, 
Wi l l i a m Reeves, expanded h i s e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l a c t i v i t i e s i n t o p r i v a t e banking. He 
began lending money i n 1886, and two years l a t e r he and a p a r t n e r e s t a b l i s h e d the 
banking concern, W i l l i a m Reeves s Company. This was the only l o c a l bank f o r 
approximately 15 years. I n 1893 Reeves broadened h i s investments by or g a n i z i n g the 
Caldwell O i l M i l l . He acted as the f i r m ' s p r e s i d e n t , general manager, and 
t r e a s u r e r f o r the subsequent decade. I n 1903 he a p p l i e d f o r a n a t i o n a l bank 
chart e r and became the major stockholder i n the F i r s t N a t i o n a l Bank, Caldwell. The 
b u i l d i n g of h i s elaborate and f i n e l y c r a f t e d home about 1895 r e f l e c t s h i s st a t u s as 
an a f f l u e n t l o c a l businessman. 

The exact c o n s t r u c t i o n date f o r the Reeves-Womack House has been d i f f i c u l t t o 
as c e r t a i n due t o the loss of primary records. No mechanics l i e n s are on f i l e i n 
the county c l e r k ' s o f f i c e and f i r e destroyed the c i t y t a x records i n 1981. However 
the 1895 p u b l i c a t i o n date of the Barber prototype suggests t h a t t h e house was 
probably not b u i l t before 1895. I n a d d i t i o n , Sanborn F i r e Insurance maps suggest a 
c o n s t r u c t i o n date between 1891 and 1896. While the 1891 map d e p i c t s a small L-plan 
house f a i r l y close t o the s t r e e t (see map p.7-5), the obvious f o o t p r i n t of the 
Reeves-Womack House i s present on the 1896 v e r s i o n (see map p.8-11). R e c o l l e c t i o n s 
of the l a t e Mrs. D.L. A l f o r d , Sr. r e i n f o r c e t h i s s u p p o s i t i o n , as she remembers the 
house being b u i l t a f t e r she moved t o Caldwell as young c h i l d i n 1889. The present 
owner found an 1885 date stamped on one of the foundation b r i c k s , although i t i s 
l i k e l y t h a t the b r i c k was reused from an e a r l i e r b u i l d i n g , perhaps the smaller L-
plan house. 

The best extant example of the Queen Anne S t y l e i n Caldwell, Sanborn maps 
i n d i c a t e t h a t the Reeves-Womack House was h i s t o r i c a l l y one of the town's very 
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few l a r g e elaborate houses. C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s such as the hipped r o o f w i t h lower 
cross-gables, wraparound porch, t u r r e t and elaborate s p i n d l e work t y p i f y Queen Anne 
St y l e a r c h i t e c t u r e , w i t h d e t a i l i n g t y p i c a l l y carved i n t o a s o l i d surface. I n t h i s 
case elements such as s t a r b u r s t s , c o f f e r e d paneling, and s c r o l l work are present 
i n the gable ends. Popular i n the l a t e 19th century, the s t y l e f l o u r i s h e d 
throughout the s t a t e i n t o the 20th century. 

The e x p e r t l y c r a f t e d m i l l w o r k i s i n d i c a t i v e of the l e v e l of craftsmanship 
throughout the house. The wood used t o c o n s t r u c t the house i s reputed t o have been 
hand picked by Frank W. Wood, both owner of the Frank W. Wood Lumber Company i n 
Brenham, Texas, and b r o t h e r - i n - l a w of W i l l i a m Reeves. Frank Wood, a s i g n i f i c a n t 
b u i l d e r and developer near the t u r n of the century i n Brenham had extensive 
experience i n b u i l d i n g V i c t o r i a n - e r a homes ( H i s t o r i c and A r c h i t e c t u r a l Resources of 
Brenham, Texas, NR 1990). The wood was shipped v i a r a i l , and the house was 
constructed by b u i l d e r James Teague of Caldwell. 

According t o l o c a l l o r e , W i l l i a m Reeves purchased a mail-order plan t o 
r e p l i c a t e a house he had seen i n St. Louis w h i l e on a business t r i p . No s i m i l a r 
house i s known t o s u r v i v e i n St. Louis today (Landmarks A s s o c i a t i o n of St. L o u i s ) . 
However, e l e v a t i o n s and plans of an almost i d e n t i c a l house appear i n the f i r s t 
volume (1895) of a r c h i t e c t George F. Barber's j o u r n a l , American Homes (see Barber 
plans and e l e v a t i o n s , p. 8-13). While no conclusive evidence documents t h i s as a 
Barber house, the i l l u s t r a t i o n i s s t r i k i n g l y s i m i l a r and may have served as a 
prototype. Barber designed houses i n Texas include the Downes-Aldrich House (NR 
1978), Crockett, Houston County, and the Parish-Jones House (C a l v e r t H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t , NR 1978), C a l v e r t , Robertson County. Since the r a i l r o a d was both a v i t a l 
l i n k t o a nationwide market and i n the development of a prosperous l o c a l economy, 
i t i s not s u r p r i s i n g t h a t Caldwell, Crockett, and C a l v e r t were r e g i o n a l l y important 
r a i l way associated r u r a l towns. 

Well known n a t i o n a l l y i n the l a t e 19th century, George F. Barber was a s e l f 
taught master craftsman who developed a t h r i v i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l p r a c t i c e 
headquartered i n K n o x v i l l e , Tennessee. His success was based p r i m a r i l y on the 
design of mail-order plans. Although the concept of mail-order design was not 
unique t o Barber, he i s notable f o r customizing standardized plans and e l e v a t i o n s 
based on d e t a i l e d and standardized questionnaires f o r the buyer. The s i g n i f i c a n c e 
of the a v a i l a b i l i t y of a r c h i t e c t u r a l services through the m a i l cannot be 
overestimated f o r a l a r g e l y r u r a l and small town p o p u l a t i o n i n the l a t e 19th and 
e a r l y 20th c e n t u r i e s . L o c a l l y prominent businessmen b u i l t cosmopolitan up-to-date 
homes i n r e l a t i v e l y i s o l a t e d areas serviced by mail and supplies brought by r a i l . 
The presence of a fashionable house provided owners a p s y c h o l o g i c a l l i n k t o major 
urban centers. Most growing communities supported lumber yards and s k i l l e d 
b u i l d e r s , and t h a t omnipresent combination allowed f o r the widespread success of 
the Barber mail-order process. The Reeves-Womack House i s the only i d e n t i f i e d 
mail-order house i n Caldwell. 

W i l l i a m and M a t t i e Reeves and t h e i r daughter l i v e d i n t h e house f o r 
approximately nine years. I n 1904, a f t e r t h e i r daughter's marriage, the Reeves 
moved t o Fort Worth. They leased the house t o Captain Mansell Lewis Womack and h i s 
f a m i l y . I n 1906 W i l l i a m Reeves sold the assets of the F i r s t N a t i o n a l Bank t o the 
Caldwell N a t i o n a l Bank and b u i l t a l a r g e b r i c k Queen Anne s t y l e house on Hemphill 
Street i n Fort Worth. I n the same year he sold h i s Caldwell house and 
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most of i t s f u r n i s h i n g s f o r $5,000 t o the Womacks and severed a l l t i e s t o Caldwell. 
Captain Womack managed the Caldwell O i l M i l l f o r Reeves. A f t e r h i s r e t i r e m e n t from 
the m i l l he held various jobs and was an a c t i v e s e r v i c e v o l u n t e e r . The Womacks are 
responsible f o r most of the minor changes made t o the b u i l d i n g . Upon Mrs. Womack's 
death, the pro p e r t y was deeded t o t h e i r daughter Jessie Thornton. The rear porch 
was i n f i l l e d i n the e a r l y 1940s and a bathroom added, t o make the ground f l o o r more 
e a s i l y manageable f o r the aging and widowed Mrs. Thornton. She l i v e d i n the house 
u n t i l her death i n 1955. The property was held by her cousin, Mrs. Maude Shaffer, 
f o r 3 years u n t i l Frank Beseda and h i s f a m i l y bought i t i n 1958. They have 
maintained the pr o p e r t y i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n , the only m o d i f i c a t i o n they have 
made t o the b u i l d i n g i s remodeling the k i t c h e n . The house was designated a 
Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark i n 1983. 
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PLAN No. 2, FOR DESIGN ON PAGES 31 A N D 37 . 

SIZE—37x58 feet. Heig-ht of stories are 10 feet and ^ 
feet 2 inches. Cost, $4,000. 

Nicely and completely finished throughout. 

FLOOR PLAN No I. 

For the dcsiijn on this page and on page 37. 

SIZE—37 feet x 53 feet 6 inches. Height of first 

story, 10 feet; second story, 9 feet 2 inches. 

ESTIMATED cost, S3,811. 
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Verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n ; 

The 150 f o o t X 150 f o o t southwest corner of Block 2 i n the C i t y of Caldwell 
marked by the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Fox and Harvey s t r e e t s . 

Boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n ; 

The boundary includes the area t h a t has been h i s t o r i c a l l y associated w i t h the 
property and t h a t r e t a i n s i t s h i s t o r i c and a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INVENTORY 

Reeves-Womack House 
405 West Fox Str e e t 
Caldwell, Burleson County, Texas 
Barbara Zalmanek 
1991 

Negative on f i l e w i t h photographer 

PHOTO 1 

Front e l e v a t i o n 
Camera f a c i n g : southeast 
PHOTO 2 
Wraparound porch d e t a i l 
Camera f a c i n g : south 
PHOTO 3 
Front gable d e t a i l 
Camera f a c i n g ; southeast 

PHOTO 4 
Harvey Str e e t e l e v a t i o n 
Camera f a c i n g ; n o r t h 

PHOTO 5 
Rear e l e v a t i o n 
Camera f a c i n g : west 

PHOTO 6 
Side yard e l e v a t i o n 
Camera f a c i n g : west 

PHOTO 7 

I n t e r i o r , main s t a i r 

PHOTO 8 

I n t e r i o r , f r o n t window and spindlework surround 

PHOTO 9 

I n t e r i o r , p a r l o r pocket door 

PHOTO 10 
I n t e r i o r , d i n i n g room f i r e p l a c e , mantel and cabinet work 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME : 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Reeves--Womack House 

STATE & COUNTY: TEXAS, Burleson 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/04/93 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/04/93 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 93000002 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/19/93 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/18/93 

APPEAL: 
OTHER: N PDIL: 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

^^ACCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS 

N 
N 

PERIOD: 
SLR DRAFT; 

N LESS THAN 5 0 YEARS: N 
N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
N NATIONAL: N 

REJECT ^/T/^^DATE interea^n'^. 

RECOM./CRITERIA. 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attachecJ comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count r e s o u r c e t y p e 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c c u r r e n t 

DESCRIPTION 

. a r c h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

. m a t e r i a l s 

. d e s c r i p t i v e t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

P e r i o d Areas of S i g n i f i c a n c e — C h e c k and j u s t i f y below 

S p e c i f i c dates B u i l d e r / A r c h i t e c t 
Statement of S i g n i f i c a n c e .( i n one. paragraph) , • 

• •• .• ...' I : Ci 
summary paragraph: i r : ! • 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
a p p l i c a b l e c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of., areas checked 
r e l a t i n g s i g n i f i c a n c e t o t h e r e s o u r c e 
c o n t e x t 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y t o s i g n i f i c a n c e 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n o f e x c e p t i o n 
o t h e r 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage v e r b a l boundary d e s c r i p t i o n 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sk e t c h maps USGS maps photographs p r e s e n t a t i o n 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions c o n c e r n i n g t h i s n o m i n a t i o n may be d i r e c t e d t o 

Phone 

Signed Date 












































