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1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

Historic name: Davis, George R., House 

Other name/site number: 937 

2. LOCATION 

Street & number: 718 Victoria 

City/town: Abilene 

State: TX County: Taylor 

not for publication: N/A 

code: 441 zip code: 79603 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Ownership of Property: Private 

Category of Property: Building 

Number of Resources within Property: Contributing Noncontributing 
_2_ buildings 

sites 
stmctures 
objects 

_2_ _0_ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: 0 

Name of related multiple property listing: Historic and Architectural Resources in Abilene, 
Texas 
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4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as 
amended, I hereby certify that this _x_nomination request for determination of eligibility 
meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 
36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _x_meets does not meet the National 
Register criteria. / l 

_See continuation sheet.// 'Hv ( j / 9 / / 

i/a/myLjMM^ l-\r-'^7^ 
Signature of certifying officiaK / 
State Historic Preservation Officer, Tocas Historical Commission 

Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. 
See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 
atiLdioil iu iliu 

I , hereby certify that this property is: 

y entered in the National Register 
See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 
National Register 

See continuation sheet. 

determined not eUgible for the 
National Register 

removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 
Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 
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6. FUNCTION OR USE 

Historic: Domestic Sub: Single dwelling 

Currem: Domestic Sub: Single dwelUng 

7. DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Classification: Prairie School 

Materials: foundation brick 
walls brick 
roof asphalt 
other cast stone 

Describe presem and historic physical appearance. _x_ See continuation sheet. 

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other 
properties: locally 

Applicable Natiorml Register Criteria: C 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) : N/A 

Area(s) of Significance: Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance: 1919-1920 

Significam Dates: 1919-1920 

Significam Person(s): N/A 

Cultural Affiliation: N/A 

Architect/Builder: Castie, David S. 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and 
periods of significance rwted above. _x_ See continuation sheet. 
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Description: 

The George R. Davis House is a 2-story brick Prairie School dwelling with a center 
passage plan and a low pitched hipped roof. The exterior walls are brick veneer and the roof is 
covered with composition shingles. Facing east onto Victoria, the house is in a residential 
neighborhood. The house retains its integrity. 

A 4-bay porch, supported by brick piers, spans the front (east) elevation and offsets the 
south elevation. The centered entrance has a single door with transom and sidelights. A variety of 
window styles and light patterns were utilized in the house's design. They range from solitary 
wood 6/1 configurations to ribboned wood sash, single light, casement windows. The low pitched 
hipped dormer reinforces the strong horizontal lines of this imposing building. A single interior 
brick chimney rises from the roof. 

A 2-story brick veneer garage stands southwest of the house and has similar architectural 
features and detailing, such as a low pitched roof with extended eaves. It is Contributing because 
of its noteworthy detailing and Ijecause it retains much of its integrity. 

Statement of Significance: 

The George R. Davis House, built in 1919-1920, is nominated under Criterion C in the 
area of Architecture, as an outstanding example of Prairie School-influenced architecture in 
Abilene. Local architect David S. Castie designed the house. The building has a low pitched 
hipped roof, wide eaves and an elongated front porch, all of which reinforce the building's overall 
horizontal emphasis. The building is associated with the historic context "The Railroad and 
Abilene's Development into a Wholesale and Distribution Center in West Texas, 1881-1939." The 
George R. Davis House is virtually unaltered and retains its integrity to a remarkable degree. 

Ever since its founding in 1881, Abilene has been the home of many prominent West Texas 
cattiemen and ranchers. Clabe Merchant and James H, Parramore were among those who moved 
to Abilene in the 1880s but they were joined by others, including Davis, in subsequent years. 
They were attracted to the city because of its railroad connections and its development into a 
cultural, business and social center in the region. These cattiemen often built majestic residences 
to symbolize their success and wealth, and this house is representative of that trend. 

Davis was a rancher from Breckenridge, in Stephens County, Texas, who decided to move 
to Abilene in 1919 just as oil was discovered in his hometown. Davis commissioned local 
architect, David S. Castie, to design a residence. Castie borrowed heavily from the Prairie School 
architecture and designed what became one of Abilene's best examples of this style. Although 
many were similarly styled dwellings were built about the same time, few, if any, matched its 
grand scale and craftsmanship. Contractor R.C. Lewis of Abilene constructed the house for 
$50,000 (Abilene Reporter-News October 26, 1919). 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

jt_ See bibliography for associated historic context. 

Previous documemation on file (NPS): N/A 
_ prelimirmry determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
_ desigrmted a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey tt 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record tt 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 
X State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission) 
_ Other state agerwy 
_ Federal agency 
X Local govemment (City of Abilene Planning Department) 
_ University 
X Other - Specify Repository: Abilene Preservation League 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Acreage of Property: Less than one acre 

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

A 14 429940 3591180 B 
C D 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

Henry Sayles Addition (of Harris), Block D, Lots 1-3 

Boundary Justification: 
The boundary includes the area that has been historically associated with the property and 
that retains its historic and architectural integrity, 
11. FORM PREPARED BY (assisted by Amy E. Dase, Historian, THC staff) 

Name/Title: David Moore, Historian 
Organization: Hardy Heck Moore Date: June 1989; January 1992 
Street & Number: 2112 Rio Grande Telephone: 512/478-8014 
City or town: Austin State: TX Zip: 78705 



NPS Fonn 1»«0»« C$m*el>n-I Mo 102*001$ 

United states Department of the Interior 
Nationai Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

PHOTOS 12 Historic and Architectural Resources 
Section number Page of Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 

Nathan J. and Nancy Roberts House 
1430 Soutii Sixtii 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photograph«i by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southwest oblique, camera facing northeast 
Photograph 45 of 48 

J.G. Higginbotham House 
2102 Swenson 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
East facade, camera facing west 
Photograph 46 of 48 

George R. Davis House 
718 Victoria 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southeast obUque, camera facing northwest 
Photograph 47 of 48 

Horace O. Wooten Warehouse 
101 Walnut 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
Winter 1989 
Negative with Texas Historical Commission 
Southwest oblique, camera facing northeast 
Photograph 48 of 48 
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1915 Taylor County Courthouse 
Abilene C h r i s t i a n College A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g 
Abilene Commercial H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Abilene F i r e S t a t i o n No. 2 
Abilene S t r e e t Railway Company Barn 
Abilene and Northern Railway Company Depot ^^iv^^M 
Ackers, W i l l i a m and Mary, House 
Blanton, Thomas L . , House Siibstantlv.a HeTie*. 
B o y d — H a l l House " ̂  
Caldwell H a l l Sib'staatiM Hejie!«_ 
Cash, W. A. v . , House Swtistantlve HevJew 
Castle, David S., House S'ubstaDtlve Hevi'ei 
Chambers, Samuel A., House 
Davis, George R., House 
Di l l i n g h a m , O. D. and j^da, House 
Dodd—Harkrider House SuHetaditiVo Hevlev 
Evans, J. w., House 
Federal Building (%(^<.' 
F i n l e y , Eugene L., House 
F i r s t P r e s b y t e r i a n Church Substantiva EevTeS 
F r i t z , David C. and Docia, House 
F u l w i l e r , W i l l i a m J., HouseBŷ yytu-̂ UM 
Goodloe, A l b e r t S. and Ruth, House 
Green, Roland A. D., House 
Higginbotham, J. G., House 

Ash S t r e e t 
Company Warehouse 

House 
HoU^e 

Date L i s t e d 

/ u . / / t / f y 

Sub&taativ.Q Eevi<^% 

House a t 1127 
Hughes, Ed S. 
Jones, A. T., 
Lanius, C. A. 
Luce H a l l 
Magee, J. D., 

^ /> - - ^ y9 ^ 

iyi±_ 
jfcbstMt? 

jfttantlve Sevie* 
S^bsta&tlvo Hdviev 

House 
McDaniel, George W. and Lavina, House 
McDonald H a l l 
McMurry College Administration Building^^fltftnttva""lavlii"s'/z-j/f 
Minter, William A., House j t f ^ . 
Motz, Charles, House ' A *>yf. 
Parramore, D. D . , House H y i ^ A 
Radford, James M . , Grocery Company Warehouse 
Reading, Jhules, House 
Roberts, Nathan J . and Nancy, House 
Sacred Heart Cathol ic Church 

%y3^ y / f t - - c/c 
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Dav i s , George R., House 

A b i l e n e MPS 

STATE & COUNTY: TEXAS, T a y l o r 

DATE RECEIVED: 2/19/92 
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N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

:CEPT RETURN REJECT 
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REVIEWER 
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DOCUMENTATION see a t t a c h e d comments Y/N see a t t a c h e d SLR Y/N 
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.boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 
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Signed Date 
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