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1. Name of Property

historic name __Norton-Orgain House

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number _ Main Street N/A not for publication
city or town Salado NA vicinity

state Texas code TX __ county __ Bell code 027  zip code _76751

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this ] nomination
O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
K] meets D does not meet the National Register cmena | recommend that this property be considered significant

State Historic Preservation Officer, Texas Historical Commission ]
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [J meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

/85

Eatored in tha
4. National Park Service Certification t Ana” )
| her%y certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper = Date thnon
entered in the National Register. > /
[] see continuation sheet. ( e leony, . 7 é"}aﬁ i -
4

[J determined eligible for the
National Register
[[J see continuation sheet.

(] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[] removed from the National
Register.

[ other, (explain:)




Norton-Orgain House

Name of Property County and State
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Kl private K] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[J public-local ] district 1 0 =
[J public-State [J site sy
O] public-Federal O structure 0 0 sites
[ object 0 0 structures
0 0 objects
1 0 Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

A
Historic Resources of Salado B
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/Single Dwelling: Residence Domestic/Hotel: Bed and BRreakfast Inn

o

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: I-house

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _stone/limestone

walls wood /weatherboard
roof metal /steel
other N/A

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Continuation Sheets 7-1 through 7-4.
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Narrative Description:

The Norton-Orgain House is a 2-story frame vernacular center passage I-
house. It is in the core of historic Salado, Bell County, Texas, and was
constructed in approximately 1872 and has Victorian era and early 20th century
alterations. The building faces west and consists of two main elements: a
rectangular 2-story central hall volume and a 2-story ell addition on the rear
of the house. Prominent architectural features include a 2-story gallery
across the front of the house and brick chimneys at the north and south gable
ends.

Like a large number of buildings listed in the Historic Resources of
Salado nomination (NR 1983), the Norton-Orgain House sits just off the road
and fronts Main Street, the original and primary artery through town. The I-
house is a basic form popular throughout the area. The prominent 2-story
gallery is visible from the street and is in keeping with the local
architecture (see photo 1). The gallery was removed in the 20th century but
has recently been reconstructed based on historic photographs. The original
configuration of the porch is not known. Historic photographs from the early
20th century show distinct stylistic influences. The lower level has Doric
columns, while slender turned columns, balustrade and brackets of
Victorian/Eastlake design are found on the upper level (see photos 1, 2). The
main structure features regularly spaced 6/6 windows with very slender
mullions and trim on the main facade on both levels. Existing original
windows were refurbished and utilized in the restoration. Many of these
windows retain the original glass panes.

Exterior limestone chimneys rise on both the north and south gable ends.
Site evidence indicates that the original south chimney was removed after a
fire that also damaged siding and windows. This chimney was reconstructed
during the restoration using what were believed to be the original stones
still on the property. Both the main structure and the ell are clad with
painted wood clapboard.

The two main elements of the house are roofed with contemporary metal
roofing products. Historic photographs indicate that the main structure
originally had wood shingle roofing, while the ell addition had metal roofing
originally.

The floor plan of the main structure is a center hall plan with entry
hall stair and flanking symmetrical rooms upstairs and down. The resulting
four rooms are of generous dimensions and each features a fireplace and mantle
with simple classical inspired detailing. Enclosed porches on the east facade
of the main structure contain bathrooms (see photo 4). The dog-leg entry hall
stair climbs up three sides of the well. Newel post, balustrade and riser and
tread details are simple (see photo 7).
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Interior trim in the main structure is of simple design but impressive
dimension with wide surrounds at doors and windows and tall baseboards.
Interior and exterior doors generally are of four panel design with surface
mount hardware. Original heart pine flooring materials are exposed and
finished, and ceilings are painted board or paint on gypsum board.

The ell addition consists of a kitchen and dining room downstairs and
one bedroom and two baths upstairs. The rooms in the ell are smaller than
those of the main structure and have lower ceilings. The 2nd floor level of
the ell is slightly higher than the main part of the house. A doorway with
two steps connects the stair landing and the ell porch. The porch has narrow
chamfered columns and square balusters (see photo 5).

The original site has been reduced in size and appearance by street
right-of-way acquisitions, sale of portions of the original site and by the
construction of a two car garage just north of the house. The garage, built
in 1959, has been reconstructed into a 2-story guest house, 24' 2" x 24' 2",
with three bedrooms and three baths. This building is stylistically similar
to a small barn. It is distinguished by residential windows and a single
story full-length porch with metal roof. The building is set back from the
front edge of the house and is visible from most angles. A 72" wide breezeway
connects the guest house with the original main structure.

Little remains of historic improvements although a simple wood picket
fence shown in historic photographs (see photo 1) has been reproduced (see
photo 2). A cistern for holding rainwater, across from the kitchen, was
exposed and repaired during restoration (see photo 4). No other outbuildings
or evidence of outbuildings exist. Several trees south and west of the
structure are of sufficient size to have been present very early in the life
of the house.
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Norton-Orgain House
Name of Property

Bell County, Texas
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x”" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

(] A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[J B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[J A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

(] B removed from its original location.

[J C a birthplace or grave"

[J D a cemetery.

[J E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

[J F a commemorative property.

[J G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

"Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Period of Significance
c.1872

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance See Continuation Sheets 8-5 through 8-7.

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

B'P“"Q'“P“Y ) See Contins%gtion Sheﬁ
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources u in preparing ti

Previous documentation on file (NPS): y/a

[J preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[] previously listed in the National Register

[J previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[] designated a National Historic Landmark

[J recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

[] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

is form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Primary location of additional data:

K] State Historic Preservation Office
[J Other State agency
[] Federal agency
[J Local government
(] University
[] Other
Name of repository:

Texas Historical Commission, Austin, TX




Norton—-Orgain House Bell County, Texas
Name of Property County and State

10._Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

114l l6l3,9[820 [3,4]2,4]4,4,0] ) I N I A T O T T
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

-3 BN I I N T (SO S sl L by P b b |

[[] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description gee Continuation Sheet 10-9.
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification See Continuation Sheet 10-9.
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftile Will Shepherd, Architect (with assistance by Lisa J. Hart, THC)

organization date 10-90; 1-92
street & number 4000 Bennedict Lane telephone 512/328—6713
city or town Austin state _TX zip code ___ 78746

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name _George Kolb

street & number 5909 Luther Lane telephone 214/747"5700

city or town Dallas state ___TX zip code __ 72225

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Narrative Statement of Significance:

The Norton-Orgain House, built about 1872, is an excellent example of
the 19th century vernacular I-house in central Texas. Contextually, it
relates to Community and Regional Development in Texas and it is being
nominated as an amendment to the Historic Resources of Salado (N.R. 1983)
which consists of 18 other archeological sites and period buildings which
comprise early Salado. It has a high degree of integrity and is an important
part of a significant concentration of buildings that portray the ambience of
a pioneer Texas community. Thus, the house meets National Register Criterion
C at the state level of significance as it embodies the distinctive
characteristics of an I-house with transitional Victorian detailing found in
early Texas. Its plan, siting, materials and detailing are characteristic of
this period.

The Norton-Orgain House is believed to have been constructed in 1871-72
by Mr. Edward R.A. Buckles, as property ownership records show a significant
increase in the value of the property during this period. After a brief
occupancy by Mr. Buckles, the property was purchased by Col. Nimrod Lindsay
Norton (1830-1903) and his wife Mary, in the fall of 1873.

Col. Norton had come to Texas from Missouri in 1867 after distinguished
Civil War service as a field staff officer for General Sterling Price and as
an elected member of the Second Confederate Congress. After a brief stay in
DeWitt County, Col. Norton and his wife came to Salado, which served as their
home until the mid-1880s.

During this time in Salado, Col. Norton's accomplishments were many. In
addition to significant contributions as a charter member of the local Grange
and other local agricultural activities, Col. Norton was selected in 1879 by
Gov. Oran Roberts to survey state-owned lands in northwest Texas that had been
designated by the Legislature for sale to finance the construction of the new
State Capitol building. Norton surveyed all or parts of Dallam, Hartley,
Oldham, Deaf Smith, Palmer, Castro, Bailey, Lamb and Hockley counties in the
Panhandle. This work, along with his letters describing the country, the camp
life and the flora and fauna, was partly responsible for the opening of the
High Plains to settlement.

Upon completion of the survey work, Norton was called upon in 1880 to
serve as a member of the Capitol Building Commission. This three-man
commission had the duty to review designs and plans, select materials and
supervise the construction of the new Capitol. After local limestone was
rejected for the exterior, a major controversy arose regarding the merits of
Indiana limestone versus Texas granite for the finish material. Col. Norton
finally resolved the issue by donating the granite from a quarry in Burnet
county (northwest of Austin) that he owned with W.H. Westfall and G.W. Lacey.
To avoid any appearance of conflict of interest associated with this donation,
Norton resigned from the commission shortly after the donation. So
significant were his contributions to the Capitol that the Texas Legislature
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passed a "resolution of gratitude" which stated "To Col. Norton more than any
other person, Texas is indebted for the magnificent structure that adorns
Capitol Hill." The Legislature also offered Col. Norton a free office in the
Capitol, finished in 1888, for life.

As Col. Norton's duties and interests took him away from Salado, he sold
the property to John (1829-?) and Kate Orgain in 1882. John was one of the
founders of Salado College in 1859 and served as the county superintendent of
schools. Kate was a prominent educator in the central Texas area for many
years. She was the author and editor of several books that she used to teach
at Salado College and at Salado's Thomas Arnold High School. Her
Amasavuourian (Love of Knowing) Society encouraged education and cultural
pursuits to Salado women. The couple's commitment to education and their
settling in Salado reflects the importance of higher education to the
development and growth of Salado.

The Norton-Orgain House is a fine example of a vernacular I-house as
expressed in early Texas and in Salado. It is sited facing the old Goodnight
cattle trail which ran through central Salado. 1Its proximity to the trail and
orientation gave it a formal appearance to those passing by and also allowed
natural cross ventilation from the prevailing southeasterly breezes. The
center hall plan was typical of Texas homes, many of which evolved from dog-
trot cabins.

The Norton-Orgain House has pleasantly proportioned windows and doors,
similar in size, scale, and proportion to openings found on Greek Revival
houses. The 2-story full-length gallery was reconstructed in 1990-1991 based
on historic photographs (see photo 1). According to local folklore, the porch
was removed in the early 20th century after a child fell to his death from the
upper level. The elaborate turned columns on the second floor are probably
not original, as the details, attached brackets and balustrades suggest the
later Victorian/Eastlake period. The scale and proportion of the building,
roof, windows and doors are not Victorian. The Doric columns on the first
level appear to have been added after the Victorian period. The retention of
a full-length gallery and lack of classical detailing around the windows
implies an attempt to update the house. This change may well have been in
response to the popularity of the Colonial Revival style at the turn of the
century in Texas, or to the strong Greek Revival character of many pioneer
Salado homes. The house is constructed of materials widely available in Texas
-- cypress (foundation posts and joists), oak, pine and limestone.

The Norton-Orgain House is now an integral part of the properties
included in the Historic Resources of Salado (NR 1983). Like most of the
historic houses in Salado, the Norton-Orgain House utilizes the L-plan with a
symmetrical five bay front, and transitional detailing. Previously ineligible
for inclusion in the multiple resource nomination due to its deteriorated
condition and loss of integrity, it has been carefully restored inside and
out, using extensive photo documentation and is once again a representative
example of local vernacular architecture. Its central location on Main Street
makes the house highly visible to all who live in Salado and to the many who
pass through. 1Its early ownership by three prominent Salado citizens, along
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with its familiarity of form and style make the Norton-Orgain House an
integral part of the settlement and development of Salado as do the other
members of the Historic Resources of Salado.

The present owner took advantage of the rehabilitation tax credit
program and completed renovation of the Norton-Orgain House in 1991. The
Norton-Orgain House is the only building being nominated. The 2-story guest
house (see photos 2, 3) was converted, during the 1990-91 renovation, from a
garage (built in 1959) and is not being considered in this nomination.
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Verbal Boundary Description:

All that certain lot, tract or parcel of land lying and being situated in the
County of Bell, State of Texas, and being part of the Young Williams Survey,
Abstract Number 861, and being part of a 1.238 acre tract as recorded in
Volume 1623, Page 339 of the Deed Records of Bell County, Texas and being
particularly described as follows:

Beginning at an iron pin, said iron pin being on the East right-of-way line of
the old U.S. Highway 81 and also being the Northwest corner of above mentioned
1.238 acres for the Northwest corner of this; Thence S 81 deg; 37' E 103.6
feet to an iron pin for the Northeast corner of this; Thence S 6 deg; 06' 30"
W 140.7 feet along a fence to an iron pin for the Southeast corner of this;
Thence along a fence and the South line of this as follows: N 84 deg. 18' W
43.6 feet to an iron pin, N 58 deg. 48' W 19.75 feet to an iron pin, and N 84
deg. 18' W 44.85 feet to an iron pin on the East right-of-way line of old U.S.
Highway 81 for the Southwest corner of this; Thence along the East right-of-
way line of old U.S. Highway 81 N 7 deg. 17' E 137.1 feet to the place of
BEGINNING and containing .335 acres of land.

Boundary Justification:

Nominated property includes structure with apron of land.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INVENTORY:
Norton-Orgain House

Main Street

Salado, Bell County, Texas
Photographer: Will Shepherd

Date: 1990
Negatives with owner

PHOTO 1 of 10: Photographer unknown, early 20th century, camera facing
southeast.

PHOTO 2 of 10: camera facing east.

PHOTO 3 of 10: camera facing south.

PHOTO 4 of 10: camera facing west.

PHOTO 5 of 10: camera facing northwest.

PHOTO 6 of 10: interior of north room, 1lst floor.

PHOTO 7 of 10: interior, stair hall.

PHOTO 8 of 10: interior, kitchen.

PHOTO 9 of 10: interior of south room, lst floor.

PHOTO 10 of 10: interior, bathroom, 2nd floor.
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