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1. Name of Property

historic name: Laas, Dr. Charles, House
other names/site number: gi+o No. 8

2. Location
street & number: NE corner of Live Oak and Colorado Streets n/a not for publication
city, town: Burton n/a vicinity
state: Texas code: TX county: Washington code: 477 Zipcode: 77835
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
X private __X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
___ public-local ___ district 1 1 buildings
___ public-State ___site 0 Q0 sites
___ public-Federal ___ structure 0 structures
___ Object 8 0 objects
1 1 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Historic and Architectural Resources of listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification >urton, Texas

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
X _nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth
in 36 CPR Part 60. In sy opinion, the groperty X meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria. __ See

April 30, 1991
Date

Signature of certifying offfcial
State Historic Preservation Officer, Texas Historical Commission
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property __ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria. ~___ See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

1, hereby, certify that this property Is:
entered in the National Register. 2 )
See continuation sheet. ot 4 GU-L blulal

____determined eligible for the National
Register. ___ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register.

removed from the National Register.
other, (explain:)

{V‘« Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions):

Vacant

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions):

Material (enter categories from instructions):

Other: L-plan foundation: Brick piers

Queen Anne walls: Wood: weatherboard
roof: Wood: shingles
other: Porch: concrete

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[ X' ] See continuation sheet

8. Statement of Significance

Centifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ ]nationally [ ] statewide [X ] locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA [ ]B [x]C [ ]D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA[ B[ JIC[ ID[ JE[ IF[ ]G N/A

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions): Period of Significance: Significant Dates:

Architecture c.1879 c.1879
c.1905 c.1905

Cultural Affiliation:
N/A

Significant Person: Architect/Builder:

N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted
above.

[ X] See continuation sheet
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In the heart of Burton’s residential area, the Dr. Charles Laas House is a 2-story
frame dwelling in the vernacular subtype of residential properties. Unusual in the town for
its scale, the house features detailing drawn from the Queen Anne style.

A 2-story example of the vernacular L-plan tradition, the Laas House is clad in
weatherboard siding and surmounted by a gable roof. A 3-bay porch features turned-wood
posts and balusters and a spindlework porch frieze, with a second level surmounted by a
turned-wood balustrade. Imbricated diamond-shaped shingles and jigsawn bargeboards
enliven the gable ends. Pedimented architraves surmount the 2/2 wood sash windows.

The residence retains a high level of its historic integrity. Vegetation obscures
changes to the porch flooring, which has been replaced by concrete. On the east side of the
property, a 1-story frame garage with a gable roof is a classified as a Noncontributing element
of the property.
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Nominated under Criterion C, the Dr. Charles Laas House is a 2-story configuration of
the vernacular L-plan tradition. This important local example of the vernacular subtype
reflects the popularity of the Queen Anne Style as it was locally applied to folk architecture
in the late Victorian period.

The Laas House is a rare example in Burton of a vernacular L-plan dwelling with 2
stories. The house was built as a 1 story L-plan cottage for Henry M. Wolters between 1879
and 1905. The simple plan was amplified under the ownership of Dr. Laas sometime after
1905. The use of Queen Anne detailing was a popular and accessible method for owners to
demonstrate their fashion-consciousness in late 19th- and early 20th-century Burton. It is
interesting to note the presence of Dr. A.T. Kneip’s residence (Individual Site No. 11) at the
opposite end of the same block. Although built in a slightly different vernacular tradition, it
shares similarity of scale and detailing. The pair of residences achieve a rare visual impact in
Burton that may have served to emphasize the prominence of the physicians in the
community.

Dr. Lass purchased the home in 1905, living there until his death in 1914. He
practiced medicine in Burton beginning in 1890 and, at the time of his death, was the only
physician in Burton. Although he moved his offices several times, he practiced out of the
Steiner-Dallmeyer Building (District Site No. 22) during the 1890s. After 1914, the house
served as the residence of his son. The dwelling is in good condition, retaining a high degree
historic integrity possessed by few pre-1915 houses in Burton.



9. Major Bibliographical References

[ X ] See continuation sheet

See Bibliography of Context Statement.

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A Primary location of additional data:
[ 1 preliminary determination of individual listing [X] State historic preservation office
(36 CFR 67) has been requested [ ] Other State agency
[ ] previously listed in the National Register [ ] Federal agency
[ ] previously determined eligible by the National Register [ ] Local government
[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark [ ] University
[ ] recorded by Historic American Buildings [ ] Other
Survey # Specify repository:
[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering Texas Historical Commission, Austin, TX

Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one acre

UTM References:

A1/4/ /731/540/ 334/ 1480 B L] 7 L i
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

3 2 A R R / DT f ] f
Zone  Easting  Northing Zone Easting  Northing

[ ] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description: City of Burton. Block 76/Lot 5.

[ ] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification: Boundaries are those historically associated with the property.

[ ] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By (with Bruce Jensen, Architectural

name/title: Julie Strong Historian, THC) date: July, 1989; April, 1991
organization: for the Burton Heritage Society telephone: 512/454-0145
street & number: 4105 Duval Street state: TX zip code: 78751
cityortown: Austin
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Amendment to the Historic and Architectural Resources of Burton, Texas:
Laas, Dr. Charles, House (Site No. 8)

10. Geographical Data

UTM Reference A [14] [731520] [3341480]
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY Laas, Dr. Charles, House
NAME :

MULTIPLE Burton MPS
NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: TEXAS, Washington

DATE RECEIVED: 5/06/91 DATE OF PENDING LIST: DA22/91
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/07/91 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 6/20/91
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 91000717

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: . N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: Y SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL: N

COMMENT WAIVER: N
V_ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 6'/4//‘?/ DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

Jue  Dr Clantin foas bowe it Agubcant Lo ik atfickon 61 €
Momaadon | Quaen Cuusa Ah’.‘.mmmmw ouddulesrune .

RECOM. /CRE;ERIA QM“,‘: I [

REVIEWER
DISCIPLINE__ thstow1
DATE ___ (lu\al s

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/M$



CLASSIFICATION

count resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

historic current

DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
materials
—_descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

____summary paragraph

____completeness

—elarity

____applicable criteria

___Justification of areas checked
___relating significance to the resource
—_context .
___relationship of integrity to significance
____Jjustification of exception

__other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION

sketch maps USGS maps photographs ___ presentation

OTHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Phone

Signed Date
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500629




