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1. Name of Property 

historic neune Morev House 

other names/site number #15 

2. Location 

s t r e e t S number 328 North Main St r e e t 

c i t v / t o w n Belton 

s t a t e Texas code TX Countv B e l l 

[NA] not f o r p u b l i c a t i o n 

[NA] v i c i n i t y 

code 027 z i p code 76513 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

Ownership of Property 
Property 
Noncontributing 
[XX] p r i v a t e 
[ ) p u b l i c - l o c a l 
( ] p u b l i c - S t a t e 
[ ] publ i c - F e d e r a l 

Category of Property 

XX] b u i l d i n g ( s ) 
] d i s t r i c t 
] s i t e 
] s t r u c t u r e 
] o b j e c t 

Name of r e l a t e d m u l t i p l e p r o p e r t y l i s t i n g :  
Communitv Development i n Belton, Texas, 1850-1945 

Number of Resources w i t h i n 
C o n t r i b u t i n g 

b u i l d i n g s 
s i t e s 
s t r u c t u r e s 
objects 
T o t a l 

Number of c o n t r i b u t i n g resources 
p r e v i o u s l y l i s t e d i n NR 0 
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4. State/Federal Agency C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

As the designated a u t h o r i t y under the N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P r e s e rvation Act of 1966, as 
amended, I hereby c e r t i f y t h a t t h i s [XX] nomination [ ] request f o r determination of 
e l i g i b i l i t y meets the documentation standards f o r r e g i s t e r i n g p r o p e r t i e s i n the National 
Register of H i s t o r i c Places and meets the procedural and p r o f e s s i o n a l requirements 
set f o r t h i n 36 CFR Part 60. I n my o p i n i o n , t h e p r o p e r t y [XX] meets [ ] does not meet 
the,J^tiona,J. Eagvister C r i t j p r i a . [ ] See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet. 

Signature o f / c e r t i f y i n g o f f i c i a l  
Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

I n my o p i n i o n , t h e p r o p e r t y [ ] meets ( ] does not meet t h e N a t i o n a l Register c r i t e r i a . 

Signature of commenting or other o f f i c i a l Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

tht* 5. N a t i o n a l Park Service C e r t i f i c a t i o n -§pt*̂ nrBd 

I , hereby c e r t i f y t h a t t h i s p r o p e r t y i s : yf* - ^ IIOitiOBftl E o ^ i i ^ ^ ^ 
entered i n t h e N a t i o n a l Register --'Of^^/^  
[ ] See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet. /' - ^ ^ 1 ^ 
determined e l i g i b l e f o r the N a t i o n a i Register 
[ ] See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet. 

] determined not e l i g i b l e f o r the 
Nat i o n a l Register 
removed from the N a t i o n a l Register 

( ] 

[ 

( ] 

( ] other ( e x p l a i n ) 

^ i g h a t u r e of Keeper Date of Action 
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6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions 
DOMESTIC: single dwelling DOMESTIC: single dwelling 

7. Description 

Architectural C l a s s i f i c a t i o n Materials 
Queen Anne/Eastlake foundation WOOD: vertical board 

walls WOOD: weatherboard 
shingles 

roof WOOD; shingles 
other 

Describe present and h i s t o r i c physical appearance. [ ] See continuation sheet. 

The Morey House i s a 2-story, L-plan frame dwelling with an ornate 2-story gallery 
running most of the length of the front facade. Designed i n the Queen Anne style with 
Eastlake d e t a i l s , the house faces east on a large grassy l o t near the Courthouse Square i n 
Central Belton near other substantial Victorian-era houses. 

The Morey House follows the 2-story L-plan form common to vernacular architecture, 
but i t i s highly embellished with Queen Anne d e t a i l i n g . Instead of the usual gabled roof, 
the main roof mass i s hipped with gables projecting over the wing ends. The projecting 
bay on the main facade has chamfered corners and i s topped with a prominent pedimented 
gable. Two i n t e r i o r b r i c k chimneys with corbeled caps pierce the roof. Running along 
almost the f u l l length of the front facade i s a 2-story gallery with elaborate turned 
posts, carved balusters, and scroll-shaped brackets i n the Eastlake st y l e . The walls take 
a variety of finishes i n the Queen Anne st y l e : the east facade features ship-lap siding, 
with fish-scale siding on the spandrel between the f i r s t and second floors and on the 
gable pediment; the sides and rear of the structure are clad i n somewhat wider lapped 
siding. A l l of the windows have wooden frames and simple hoods molds. The windows on the 
east and north facades are 1/1 double hung; those on the south side are 8/8. The entry 
door has a "Queen Anne" window with decorative perimeter glass and an overhead transom. 
The house has two sets of exterior s t a i r s on the northwest and southwest corners and a 
small, l - s t o r y enclosed porch on the west facade. About 1950 the house was remodeled into 
apartments and two sets of exterior s t a i r s were added. I t has recently been 
reha b i l i t a t e d . 
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8. Stateaent of Significance 

Certifying o f f i c i a l has considered the significance of t h i s property i n r e l a t i o n to other 
properties: [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [XX] l o c a l l y 

Applicable National Register C r i t e r i a [ ]A [ ]B [XX]C [ ]D 

C r i t e r i a Considerations (Exceptions) [ ]A ( ]B [ ]C [ ]D [ ]E [ ]F [ ]GNA 

Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture c. 1895 NA 

Cultural A f f i l i a t i o n 
NA 

Significant Person(s) Architect/Builder 
NA unknown 

State significance of property, and j u s t i f y c r i t e r i a , c r i t e r i a considerations, and areas 
and periods of significance noted above. [ ] See continuation sheet. 

The Morey House, b u i l t about 1895, i s one of the largest and best preserved of the 
popular Queen Anne houses i n Belton. Contextually, i t relates t o Community and Regional 
Development, s p e c i f i c a l l y t o the growth and prosperity of Belton during the cotton boom 
years around the turn of the century, and the contemporaneous a v a i l a b i l i t y of mass-
marketed house plans and manufactured d e t a i l s . The house i s e l i g i b l e for l i s t i n g i n the 
National Register under C r i t e r i o n C, s i g n i f i c a n t i n the area of Architecture, because i t 
t y p i f i e s the popular Queen Anne house of the lat e 19th century. 

Prominently sited near downtown Belton, the Morey House was o r i g i n a l l y one of a row 
of large Victorian-era residences which lined north Main Street. Because of the 
v i s i b i l i t y of t h i s thoroughfare i t attracted some of the f i n e r houses constructed late i n 
the century. With i t s exuberant gallery and fin e Eastlake-inspired d e t a i l i n g , the house 
ranks among the f i n e s t Queen Anne structures i n Belton and survives as testimony to the 
prosperity of the town during the peak years of the cotton boom. The house was b u i l t for 
the Morey family who l i v e d i n the house u n t i l 1914 when i t was purchased by Frederick 
William Guffy. Guffy was for many years Postmaster of Belton. 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

[ ] See continuation sheet. 

Please see bibliography accompanying context statement "Community Development i n Belton, 
Texas, 1850-1945." 

Previous documentation on f i l e (NPS): NA 
[ ] preliminary determination of individual 

l i s t i n g (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
] previously l i s t e d i n National Register 
] previously determined e l i g i b l e by 

the National Register 
] designated a National H i s t o r i c Landmark 
) recorded by H i s t o r i c American Buildings 
Survey # 

[ ] recorded by H i s t o r i c American 
Engineering Record t 

Primary location of additional data: 
XX] State h i s t o r i c preservation o f f i c e 

] Other State agency 
] Federal agency 
] Local government 
] University 
] Other 

Specify repository: 
Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 
UTM References 
A [14] [646700] [3437000] 

Zone Easting Northing 
C [ ] [ ] [ ] 

less than 1 acre 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Lot 4, Block 50, Original Plat of Belton 

B ( ] [ ] [ ] 
Zone Easting Northing 

D [ ] [ ] ( ] 

[ ] See continuation sheet 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n [ ] See continuation sheet 

The legal description consistent with current ownership and most closely associated with 
h i s t o r i c ownership of the property. 

11. Fora Prepared By 

(based on research by Sally Victor, Victor & Victor Consultants)  
Name/Title Chris Long, Historian (with Torv Laughlin Tavlor. Architectural Historian) 

Organization Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission. NR Programs 

Street & Number P.O. Box 12276 Capitol Station 

City or Town Austin 

date August 1990 

telephone 512-463-6094  

state T}C_ zip 78711 
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United States Department of the Interior ' ' 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Belton MPS Bell County, TEXAS 

Date Listed 

22. Harris, Capt. Andrew Jackson, House gubstantlva Hevie? / ° ^ / ^ ^ / ^ ^ 

23. House at 402 N. East St. /-X^/^^/^2> 

24. House at 730 N. Beal St.v fobataxitiv^ Edview /cA<^^A^ 

25. Hudson, Dr. Taylor, House / 2yA^^AcA 

26. James House / ^ ^ ^ A f ^ 

27. Kinchion, L. B. , House / ^ / ^ ^ / ^ ^ 

28. Lee, Walter J. , House y A^-^Af ^ 

29. Mcl^irter, George and Martha, House ^ AJ^ 0^9^ 

30. Means, V. R., House 

31. M i l l e r , J. I . 

^AA 
House / A o ^ A f C ^ 

32. Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad,.Bridg.e,jat A A^^A'^ ^ 
_ the Leon River Siibatantiva Review / 
33. Morey House f A-^ A^^ 

'1^2^^ Af^ 34. Mount Zion United Methodist Church 

35. Naismith, Robert, House 

36. Potts, Arthur, House 

AA 
37. Venable, W. J.. House 
38. Ware, H, A. and Helena, House 
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Morey House 
NAME : 

MULTIPLE B e l t o n MPS 
NAME : 

STATE & COUNTY: TEXAS, B e l l 

DATE RECEIVED: 11/14/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 11/30/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 12/16/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 12/29/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90001880 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 5 0 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

V-'':̂ CCEPT RETURN REJECT 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

ATE xa Li,̂ ,. 

RECOM./CRITERIA. 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see a t t a c h e d comments Y/N see a t t a c h e d SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c c u r r e n t 

DESCRIPTION 

. a r c h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

.materials 

. d e s c r i p t i v e t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 

S p e c i f i c dates B u i l d e r / A r c h i t e c t 
Statement of Si g n i f i c a n c e ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
.applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
r e l a t i n g s i g n i f i c a n c e t o the resource 
context 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y t o s i g n i f i c a n c e 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n 
UTMs _boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs pr e s e n t a t i o n 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be d i r e c t e d t o 

Phone 

Signed • Date 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500627 


