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1. Nane of Property 

h i s t o r i c name Beamer. W i l l i a m . House 

other names/site nurT±>er #9 

2. Location 

s t r e e t & number 1202 South Beal S t r e e t 

c i t y / t o w n Belton 

s t a t e Texas code TX County B e l l 

[NA] not f o r p u b l i c a t i o n 

[NA] v i c i n i t y 

code 027 z i p code 76513 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

Ownership of Property 
Property 
Noncontributing 
[XX] p r i v a t e 
[ ] p u b l i c - l o c a l 
[ ] p u b l i c - S t a t e 
[ ] public-Federal 

Category of Property 

XX] b u i l d i n g ( s ) 
] d i s t r i c t 
] s i t e 
] s t r u c t u r e 
) o b j e c t 

Name of r e l a t e d m u l t i p l e p r o p e r t y l i s t i n g :  
Community Development i n Belton. Texas. 1850-1945 

Number of Resources w i t h i n 
C o n t r i b u t i n g 

b u i l d i n g s 
s i t e s 
s t r u c t u r e s 
o b j e c t s 
T o t a l 

Number of c o n t r i b u t i n g resources 
p r e v i o u s l y l i s t e d i n NR 0 
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4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended, I hereby c e r t i f y that t h i s [XX] nomination ( ] request for determination of 
e l i g i b i l i t y meets the documentation standards for re g i s t e r i n g properties i n the National 
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set f o r t h i n 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [XX] meets [ ] does not meet 
the National Register C r i t e r i a . [ ] See continuation sheet. 

signature oJSr c e r t i f y i n g o f f i c i a l Date 
Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property ( ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register c r i t e r i a . 

Signature of commenting or other o f f i c i a l Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service C e r t i f i c a t i o n ^ .̂ 

I , hereby certify that this property i s : , VatlOt^^ 
'V ] entered i n the National Register ...—vc/y/^ ŷ '*"?!*̂  / / 

[ ] See continuation sheet. ^ A ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^/^----:^'^^'-'^--'^^ / ^/^^^/V/.^ 
] determined eligible for the National Register / 
[ ] See continuation sheet. 

] determined not e l i g i b l e f o r the 
National Register 

] removed from the National Register 

] other (explain):. 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 
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6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
DOMESTIC: single dwelling 

Current Functions 
DOMESTIC: single dwelling 

7. Description 

Architectural C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
Second Empire 

Materials  
foundation  
walls BRICK 

BRICK 

roof 
other 

WOOD: shingles 

Describe present and h i s t o r i c physical appearance. [ ] See continuation sheet. 

The Beamer House i s a 2-story brick L-plan residence emulating the Second Empire 
style with a prominent mansard roof encompassing the second story. A porch wraps around 
porch on the east and south sides with a f l a t roof supported on simple columns. The house 
takes many of the features of an I t a l i a n a t e cottage but with the additional affectation of 
the Second Empire s t y l e . I t has been well maintained and retains i t s o r i g i n a l appearance, 
with the exception of an extension on the rear of the building. The house faces east on a 
large, wooded l o t , occupying an e n t i r e c i t y block i n a r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood of South 
Belton. 

The Beamer House takes the L-plan form which was probably the most established 
vernacular pattern for late-19th century houses i n Texas. The walls and foundation are 
constructed of load-bearing brick. The influence of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e i s evident i n 
the chamfered bay on the main facade and the segmental windows with hood moldings. The 
wraparound porch with Doric columns i s also not t y p i c a l of the Second Empire st y l e . On 
the north facade i s a smaller porch serving a secondary entrance. The mansard roof i s 
covered with f i s h scale and diamond wood shingles. In the roof are a series of single 
dormer windows with a decorative pedimented gable and wooden surrounds. The roof i s 
pierced by two corbeled brick double chimneys. A l l of the windows are 1/1 double hung 
with wooden sashes; the larger f i r s t f l o o r windows are f u l l length with screens which open 
out providing access to the porch. The i n t e r i o r walls are of b r i c k and there are arched 
crawl spaces i n each wall of the foundation. A c i s t e r n located near the kitchen and fed 
by copper tubing which collects water from concealed gutters i n the roof i s s t i l l i n use. 
The house i s very good condition with only minor a l t e r a t i o n s , including the extension of 
the back porch. Surrounding the large yard i s a wooden picket fence. 
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8. Statement of S i g n i f i c a n c e 

C e r t i f y i n g o f f i c i a l has considered the s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h i s p r o p e r t y i n r e l a t i o n t o other 
p r o p e r t i e s : [ ] n a t i o n a l l y [ ] statewide [XX] l o c a l l y 

Applicable N a t i o n a l Register C r i t e r i a ( ]A [ ]B [XX]C ( ]D 

C r i t e r i a Considerations (Exceptions) [ ]A [ ]B [ ]C [ ]D [ ]E [ ]F [ ]G NA 

Areas of S i g n i f i c a n c e 
A r c h i t e c t u r e 

Period of S i g n i f i c a n c e S i g n i f i c a n t Dates 
1897 NA 

C u l t u r a l A f f i l i a t i o n 
NA 

S i g n i f i c a n t Per8on(s) 
NA 

A r c h i t e c t / B u i l d e r 
W i l l i a m Beamer. B u i l d e r 

State s i g n i f i c a n c e of pr o p e r t y , and j u s t i f y c r i t e r i a , c r i t e r i a c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , and areas 
and periods of s i g n i f i c a n c e noted above. [ ] See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet. 

The Beamer House, b u i l t i n 1897, i s an i n t e r e s t i n g i l l u s t r a t i o n of the l a t e - 1 9 t h 
century vogue f o r the Second Empire s t y l e , which makes i t a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y d i s t i n c t i v e i n 
Belton. C o n t e x t u a l l y i t r e l a t e s t o Community and Regional Development, s p e c i f i c a l l y t o 
the growth of Belton at the end of the 19th century. The house i s e l i g i b l e f o r i n c l u s i o n 
i n the N a t i o n a l Register under C r i t e r i o n C, s i g n i f i c a n t i n t h e area of A r c h i t e c t u r e , 
t y p i f y i n g the Second Empire s t y l e as i n t e r p r e t e d i n domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e i n the l a t e 
V i c t o r i a n era. 

The Beamer House was b u i l t i n 1897 by W i l l i a m Beamer, l o c a l b u i l d e r and owner of the 
Belton b r i c k y a r d . This would e x p l a i n i t s b r i c k c o n s t r u c t i o n and somewhat naive 
combination of a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n f l u e n c e s . The house i s an example of the Second Empire 
s t y l e a p p l i e d t o a modified vernacular form, and one of t h e few such s u r v i v i n g residences 
i n the Central Texas. The s t y l e was popular i n Texas f o r h i g h - s t y l e homes and p u b l i c 
b u i l d i n g s from about 1870 t o 1890. This house, b u i l t j u s t before t h e t u r n of the century, 
represents a l a t e use of the s t y l e , i n t h i s case a p p l i e d t o a common small house form, 
dressed up w i t h s t y l i s t i c a f f e c t a t i o n s . I t i s notable f o r i t s f u l l b r i c k c o n s t r u c t i o n and 
i t s unusual s t a t e of p r e s e r v a t i o n . 
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9. Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l References 

[ ] See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet. 

Please see b i b l i o g r a p h y accompanying context statement "Community Development i n Belton, 
Texas, 1850-1945." 

Previous documentation on f i l e (NPS): NA 
[ ] p r e l i m i n a r y d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f i n d i v i d u a l 

l i s t i n g (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
[ ] p r e v i o u s l y l i s t e d i n N a t i o n a l Register 
[ ] p r e v i o u s l y determined e l i g i b l e by 

the N a t i o n a l Register 
[ ] designated a N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Landmark 
[ ] recorded by H i s t o r i c American B u i l d i n g s 

Survey # 
[ ] recorded by H i s t o r i c American 

Engineering Record t 

Primary l o c a t i o n o f a d d i t i o n a l data: 
XX] State h i s t o r i c p r e s e r v a t i o n o f f i c e 

] Other State agency 
] Federal agency 
] Local government 
] U n i v e r s i t y 
] Other 

Specify r e p o s i t o r y : 
Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 
UTM References 
A [14] [646580] [3435400] 

Zone Easting Northing 
C [ ] ( ] ( ] 

less than 1 acre 

B [ ] [ ] [ ] 
Zone Easting Northing 

D [ ] [ ] [ ] 

Verbal Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n 

Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, Block 4, Wilson A d d i t i o n . 

[ ] See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n [ ] See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet 

The l e g a l d e s c r i p t i o n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h c u r r e n t ownership and most c l o s e l y associated w i t h 
h i s t o r i c ownership of the p r o p e r t y . 

11. Fom Prepared By 

(based on research by S a l l y V i c t o r , V i c t o r & V i c t o r Consultants)  
Neune/Title _ Chris Long. H i s t o r i a n ( w i t h Tory Laughlin Taylor. A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n ) 

Organization Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission. NR Programs 

Street & Number P.O. Box 12276 C a p i t o l S t a t i o n 

C i t y or Town A u s t i n 

date August 1990 

telephone 512-463-6094  

s t a t e TX z i p 78711 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME : 

MULTIPLE 
NAME : 

Beamer, W i l l i a m , House 

B e l t o n MPS 

STATE & COUNTY: TEXAS, B e l l 

DATE RECEIVED: 11/14/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 12/16/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 11/30/90 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 12/29/90 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90001875 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

I X A C C E P T RETURN 

LANDSCAPE 
PERIOD: 
SLR DRAFT 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
NATIONAL: N 

REJECT / J V c ^ A f - O DATE UatloIlAl Be(Cl9*« 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS 

RECOM./CRITERIA. 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE. 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see a t t a c h e d comments Y/N see a t t a c h e d SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
m a t e r i a l s 
d e s c r i p t i v e t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 

Spe c i f i c dates B u i l d e r / A r c h i t e c t 
Statement of Si g n i f i c a n c e ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
a p p l i c a b l e c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
r e l a t i n g s i g n i f i c a n c e to the resource 
.context 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y t o s i g n i f i c a n c e 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n 
UTMs . boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs p r e s e n t a t i o n 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be d i r e c t e d t o 

Phone 

Signed . Date 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

IVlultiple Property Cover Siieet Reference Number: 64500627 


