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1. Ncune of Property 

h i s t o r i c name: Robert H. and Edith Ethel McCauley House 

other name/site number: 

2. Location 

street & number: 4415 Avenue A 

city/town: Austin 

state: TX County: Travis code: 453 zip code: 78751 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

Ownership of Property: private 

Category of Property: b u i l d i n g 

Number of Resources w i t h i n Property: 

Contributing Noncontributing 

2 0 buildings 
s i t e s 
structures 
objects 

2 0 Total 

Number of contri b u t i n g resources previously l i s t e d i n the National 
Register: 0 

Name of related multiple property l i s t i n g : 

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES OF HYDE PARK, AUSTIN, TEXAS 



*USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form McCauley House Page/2 

4. State/Federal Agency C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

As the designated authority under the National H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby c e r t i f y t h a t t h i s X nomination 
_reguest f o r determination of e l i g i b i l i t y meets the documentation 
standards f o r r e g i s t e r i n g properties i n the National Register of 
Hist o r i c Places and meets the procedural and professional 
reguirements set f o r t h i n 36 CFR Part 60. I n my opinion, the 
property X meets does not meet the National Register C r i t e r i a . 
See continuation sheet. 

Signature o f / C e r t i f y i n g o f f i c i a l Date 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National 
Register c r i t e r i a . _See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other o f f i c i a l Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

I , hereby c e r t i f y that t h i s property i s : 
MatlcnaX JZeglot̂ iS 

entered in the National Register Ay^^'^'^-^i^^U} ^t^^-^ <f^/^<e>df^ 
See continuation sheet. 

determined e l i g i b l e f o r the 
National Register 
See continuation sheet. 

determined not e l i g i b l e f o r the 
National Register 

removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 
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6. Function or Use 

Hi s t o r i c : Domestic Sub: single dwelling 

Current: Domestic Sub: single dwelling 

7. Description 

Arc h i t e c t u r a l C l a s s i f i c a t i o n : 

Tudor Revival 

Materials: foundation wood 
walls b r i c k 
roof asphalt shingles 
other 

Describe present and h i s t o r i c physical appearance. 

X See continuation sheet. 

8. Statement of Significance 

C e r t i f y i n g o f f i c i a l has considered the significance of t h i s property 
i n r e l a t i o n t o other properties: l o c a l l y 

Applicable National Register C r i t e r i a : C 

C r i t e r i a Considerations (Exceptions) : N/A 

Areas of Significance: Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance: 1936 

Sign i f i c a n t Dates: 1^36 

Significant Person(s): N/A 

Cultural A f f i l i a t i o n : N/A 

Architect/Builder: Sanders, Kenneth N. 

State significance of property, and j u s t i f y c r i t e r i a , c r i t e r i a 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

X See continuation sheet. 
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situated at the southeast corner of Avenue A and West 45th 
Street, t h i s 1 1/2-story dwelling was b u i l t i n 1936. Of wood-frame 
construction veneered i n brick, i t features a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g 
associated with the Tudor Revival s t y l e popular during the l a t e 
1920s and 1930s. Despite i t s proximity t o one of the neighborhood's 
busiest intersections (45th and Guadalupe), the house stands 
v i r t u a l l y unaltered. 

An open plan t y p i c a l of bungalows during t h i s era re s u l t s i n 
asymmetrical massing on the e x t e r i o r , thus playing i n t o the 
s t y l i s t i c idioms of the Tudor Revival. Walls are of bric k , 
incorporating a v a r i e t y of patterns around fenestration, arched 
porch openings, and the massive chimney. An entry portico features 
stepped arches capped by a steeply pitched gable roof. A small 
porch with arched openings i s inset at the southwest corner of the 
house. Most windows are double-hung wood sash, although casement 
windows with diamond-patterned l i g h t s flank the chimney on the 
primary (west) facade. A complex roofscape of steeply-pitched 
cross-gabled forms surmounts the composition. While the house 
presents an intimate p r o f i l e t o the s t r e e t , a li n e a r gable-roofed 
rear wing provides f o r a commodious plan. This o r i g i n a l wing 
incorporates d e t a i l i n g s i m i l a r t o that of the main elevation. 

A detached 2-story garage/apartment stands behind the main 
house and fron t s onto West 45th Street. Unlike the main house, i t 
i s clad with wood siding. As i t probably was b u i l t at the same 
time and appears t o be unchanged, t h i s a n c i l l a r y b u i l d i n g 
contributes t o the h i s t o r i c character of the property. 
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The McCauley House was designed and constructed i n 193 6 by 
Kenneth N. Sanders f o r contractor Robert H. McCauley and his wife, 
Edith. The house i s an outstanding examples of Tudor Revival 
architecture i n Hyde Park. As i t remains v i r t u a l l y unaltered since 
i t s completion, i t i s being nominated f o r i t s l o c a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
significance under C r i t e r i o n C. 

On A p r i l 4, 1910, the l o t s at 4415 Avenue A were sold f o r $850 
to F.T. Ramsey, a prominent nurseryman and owner of adjoining l o t s 
i n Block 8 of the o r i g i n a l Hyde Park Addition. Ramsey held the 
property u n t i l 1927, when he and other family members transferred 
ownership of numerous t r a c t s i n Hyde Park and the Hyde Park Annex to 
a corporation called Ramsey's Austin Nursery. A f t e r Ramsey's death 
i n 1932, the Nursery Corporation conveyed these properties t o the 
Capital National Bank of Austin on March 15, 1935 (DR 240:74; 
413:51; 520:177; Probate F i l e No. 7826). 

Edith Ethel McCauley, wife of contractor Robert H. McCauley, 
purchased l o t s 1-2 and the north h a l f of l o t 3, Block 8, Hyde Park 
Addition f o r $425.00 on August 26, 1936 (DR 544:110). Two months 
l a t e r , the McCauleys contracted with Kenneth N. Sanders f o r the 
construction of "a l - s t o r y brick veneer residence and garage. . ." 
i n consideration of $3,500 (DR 547:97). I t i s not known i f Sanders 
was working at the time as an independent designer and builder, but 
i n the years immediately a f t e r construction of the McCauley House, 
he worked as a draftsman fo r Becker Lumber Company and Calcasieu 
Lumber Company (Austin City Directories 1937-1939). Records 
indicate that he subseguently transferred a mechanic's l i e n on the 
McCauley House to the Becker Lumber Company (DR 540:515), suggesting 
that he, l i k e some other Hyde Park contractors (see 3811 Speedway), 
worked for a lumberyard while designing and bu i l d i n g some residences 
as an independent contractor. 

Subseguent t o R.H. McCauley's death i n 1940 (Probate F i l e No. 
9715), his widow sold the property t o Dr. A.H. Neighbors on August 
24, 1946 (DR 823:474). Later owners included O.D. Denson (1950), 
L.E. and O l l i e V. Hagood (1950-1952) and Wi l l a r d and Lena E. Thomas 
and t h e i r heirs (1952-c.1974). 

Constructed towards the end of the period of greatest building 
a c t i v i t y i n Hyde Park, the McCauley house i s representative of the 
design t r a d i t i o n s of the Tudor Revival seen more freguently i n the 
Shadow Lawn Addition. As a f i n e example of r e s i d e n t i a l architecture 
i n Hyde Park, the house t e s t i f i e s t o the high l e v e l of craftsmanship 
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of builders who worked i n the 1920s and 1930s f o r businesses such as 
the Becker Lumber Company. Fine brickwork i s evident i n the stepped 
arches of the f r o n t entrance and provide v i s u a l richness through 
inset panels on the chimney and soldier courses at the eaves. A l l 
demonstrate a refined aesthetic s e n s i b i l i t y t h a t d i s t i n g u i s h the 
McCauley House as a f i n e example of Tudor Revival architecture i n 
Hyde Park. 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

McCauley House Page #4 

_X_ See bibliography f o r associated h i s t o r i c context. 

Previous documentation on f i l e (NPS): 
preliminary determination of i n d i v i d u a l l i s t i n g (36 CFR 67) has 

been reguested. 
previously l i s t e d i n the National Register 
previously determined e l i g i b l e by the National Register 
designated a National H i s t o r i c Landmark 
recorded by H i s t o r i c American Buildings Survey/ 
recorded by H i s t o r i c American Engineering Record/ 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 
X State h i s t o r i c preservation o f f i c e 

Other state agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 

Other — Specify Repository: 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property: less than one acre 

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

A 14 621960 3353620 B 
C D Verbal Boundary Description: 

Lots 1, 2, and north 12.5 feet of Lot 3, Block 8, 
Hyde Park Addition No. 1 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

Boundaries are those h i s t o r i c a l l y associated with the property, 

11. Form Prepared By 

Name/Title: Martha Doty Freeman - Historian 
Organization: RioGroup Architects and Planners Date: July 1988 
Street & Number: 1711 S. Congress Avenue Telephone: 512/440-8751 
City or Town: Austin State: TX Zip: 78704 

Name/Title: David Moore - Historian 
Organization: Hardy-Heck-Moore 
Street & Number: 2112 Rio Grande 
City or Town: Austin 

Date: July 1988 
Telephone: 512/478-8014 

State: TX Zip: 78705 
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