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Site No. 135

NAME David A. Carden House COUNTY Harris BLOCK 127
ADDRESS 718 West 17th Avenue CITY Houston LOT 8 & 9
UM 267000/3298900
ARCHITECT/BUILDER David A. Carden b. DATE ca. 1918 PERIOD 1900-
OWNER Ellic D. Edelson/Daniel L. TuckerSTYLE bungalow
718 West 17th Avenue, Houston, TX THEME
77008

DESCRIPTION 1 1/2-story frame dwelling; rectangular floor plan; pier and beam
foundation; piers are cast concrete blocks with split-faced quarry appearance;
hipped roof with hipped dormers; wide eave overhang with exposed rafters; wood
1/1 windows; full facade l-story 3-bay inset porch on north elevation; porch
supported by tapered box—columns resting on stuccoed piers; turned-wood
balustrade and spindled frieze decorate the porch; single-door primary entrance,
left of porch center is flanked by single window on the left and paired windows
on the right; large, hipped dormers, containing paired windows, on all four
slopes of the roof form a cross pattern. Front door has recently (1990) been
replaced by a modern paneled unit and fabricated-metal screen outer door.

Building material: wood frame, drop siding Roof: asbestos
Physical condition: excellent Site:original X moved date
Alterations: sympathetic rear addition in 1980s, using original
windows and identical siding.

SIGNIFICANCE The David A. Carden House is an excellent and unique example
of an owner-built bungalow in the Houston Heights. Although following
certain traditional patterns found in similar designs (ie. hipped

roof, dormers, and wide eaves) Mr. Carden borrowed an element from the
Victorian styles: the spindled frieze placed along the perimeter of the
porch. Echoing this element are the turned-wood balusters. Both assist in
making this house a unique statement of owner/builder individuality in the
area.

Area of significance: architecture Level of significance: local

DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER

ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE residence

RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS dwelling faces north; south side of residential
block; landscaped yard with mature trees; drive-way located on east side of
lot

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one acre

BIBLIOGRAPHY Deed Records; Sanborn Maps

RECORDED BY Ellic Edelson/Daniel TuckerINFORMANT Mrs J.M. Carden (Blanche)
DATE PHOTO DATA 35mm b&w and color
slides, THC 158 of 159
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