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Site No. 128

NAME Charles E. Coombs House COUNTY Harris BLOCK 220
ADDRESS 1037 Columbia CITY Houston LOT 4

U™ 268660/3297720
ARCHITECT/BUILDER Charles H. Tefft b. DATE 1909 PERIOD 1900-
OWNER Ted J. and Catherine C. Davis STYLE vernacular/Queen Anne influence
1037 Columbia, Houston, TX 77008 THEME

DESCRIPTION 1-story, frame dwelling; modified L-plan with a pier and beam
foundation; double hipped-roof with gable over ell on east elevation; 4-bay
porch extends from ell and wraps around the south elevation; porch roof is
supported by slender Tuscan-style columns; one primary and two secondary
single-door entrances are located on the porch; wood 1/1 windows; gabled ell
with canted bay on east elevation is detailed by pent roof and wide frieze
board; highlighting the east elevation of the bay is a wood-sash window with
fixed upper sash divided into multiple diamond-shaped panes; jigsawn brackets
further accent the bay.

Building material: wood frame, clapboard Roof :asphalt
Physical condition: good Site:original X moved date
Alterations: screened-in-porch enclosed prior to 1925; secondary
front entrance added during WWII; modern, frame garage is Non-contributing

SIGNIFICANCE The Charles E. Coombs House is a good example of a Queen Anne
influenced cottage built in the Houston Heights at the turn of the century. The
detailing and prominent canted bay make a unique statement for this type of
dwelling in the neighborhood. Charles E. Coombs, a tank wagon driver for Waters
Pierce 0il Company, commissioned the construction of this house and the Coombs
family occupied the house for almost 70 years.

Area of significance: architecture Level of significance: local

DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER

ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE residence
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS faces east; west side of residential block;
landscaped yard; driveway located on north side of lot.

ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION less than one acre
BIBLIOGRAPHY Sanborn Maps; Tax Rolls

RECORDED BY Catherine C. Davis INFORMANT
DATE PHOTO DATA 35mm b&w and color
slides, THC 151 of 159
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