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1 . Name o l Property 
historic name Walker. James. Log House 
other names/site number 

2. Locat ion 
J not for publicatioTT Street & number Wash ing ton Connt-y Road 80 

I XI vicinity city, town Brenham 
State Texas code 048 county W a s h i n g t o n code 477 zip code 77833 

3. Classif ication 
Ownership of Property 
[ x l private 

public-local 
H public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
[ x ] building(s) 
Z2 district 
• site 

H Structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

1 

Noncontributing 
0 

0 
0 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

. buildings 

. sites 

. structures 

. objects 
Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

4. State/Federal Agency Cert i f icat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinidfr; the omflerty does^^^^yetJhg,/f^ational Register criteria. D See continuationsheet. 

Signature of certifying official " Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

ntinuation sheet. 

r i a f o ' 

In my opinion, the property CH meets CHdoes not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Parle Service Cert i f icat ion 
I, Hereby, certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. [_J See continuation sheet. 

O determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

H removed from the National Register, 
n other, (explain:) 

S ^ t l o i u i X B e g l s t a s 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from Instructions) 
Single Dwelling-

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
H o t e l 
S p e c i a l t y Store 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

No S ty l e 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

Stone (Sandstone) 
Log (Structure) 
Weatherboard 

roof _ 
other 

Wood Shake 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The James Walker Log House i s one of the e a r l i e s t surviving log houses i n Texas 
and a rare example of a log house dating from the i n i t i a l period of Anglo settlement 
i n the state. Though twice moved, the structure retains much h i s t o r i c fabric and a 
ru r a l setting. A 1986 r e h a b i l i t a t i o n project has preserved a l l surviving 
o r i g i n a l / e a r l y materials, while restoring the exterior as closely as possible to i t s 
o r i g i n a l appearance. 

The Walker Log House i s a 1 1/2-story, double-pen, log structure with a shed of 
heavy timber construct ion on the north. The o r i g i n a l , double-pen was apparently 
constructed i n 1824. The shed to the north was early or o r i g i n a l , and was recently 
p a r t i a l l y reconstructed, having been converted into farm vehicular storage i n 1921. 
The building i s roughly square i n plan. 

The entrance (south) f r o n t has a three-bay porch supported by square wood 
posts. The porch f l o o r i s of wood planks. The facade i s asymmetrical with a single 
door emerging from the west pen, and a door and 6/6 pane window from the east pen. 
The window and doors have board/batten shutters; the doors and one shutter are 
or i g i n a l or very early. Modern, single-pane, inner doors have been i n s t a l l e d to 
provide energy efficiency and security. Exterior walls are covered with milled-wood 
1/2" X 6" horizontal siding r e p l i c a t i n g o r i g i n a l fragments found on the house. 

The east side of the house has a 1 1/2-story central section with a 
continuation of the open porch to the south and shed portion to the north. V e r t i c a l 
t r i m planks define the o r i g i n a l center pen, spreading to the north and south. The 
uncoursed rubble stone chimney i s the major architectural feature on t h i s facade; 
i t s lower portion i s rectangular i n shape, and i t narrows i n a s t a i r step fashion to 
a smaller, square f l u e . Corners of the house rest on sandstone blocks, and the 
foundation i s i n f i l l e d with uncoursed, dry-stacked rubble. A six-pane window with 
board/batten shutter pierces the upper wall immediately north of the chimney, 
o r i g i n a l l y l i g h t i n g the east l o f t . 

The rear (south) elevation continues the siding, stone foundation and 
tap e r s p l i t cedar shake roof found elsewhere on the building. Fenestration i s 
irregular: a small, 6/6 window and a board/batten door with modern single-pane 
glass, inner door are found on the eastern portion of the rear facade, while a 
standard 6/6 window i s centered on the western half of the rear elevation. Again, 
the windows have board/batten shutters, and the doorway i s sheltered by a small, 
shed porch supported by square posts. Two small skylights are on the shed roof. 

m See continuation sheet 



OmAfinMlNiy 1014.0011 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number ^ Page I 

The west elevation mirrors the east i n i t s shape, with the open porch to the 
south and shed addition to the north. A standard 6/6 window i s centered on the main 
block, and a smaller 6/6 window on the shed portion; both feature board/batten 
shutters. 

The main block i s e n t i r e l y of cedar logs with half dovetail joinery. The logs 
forming the walls, beams and j o i s t s are hand cut to a rough hewn rectangle i n 
section. These and unshaped log purlins are 28 1/2 feet long. Rafters are small 
cedar logs; shingle laths are waney-edge cedar boards. 

The log pens of the house confine two rooms connected by a doorway centered i n 
the log p a r t i t i o n w all. Each room has a doorway leading to the shed on the north 
and to the porch on the south. The smaller (west) of the two rooms has i t s o r i g i n a l 
pine f l o o r i n g , o r i g i n a l 1" x 6" cedar wall sheathing, o r i g i n a l pine c e i l i n g 
supported by beaded j o i s t s , o r i g i n a l window opening i n the west wall and a 
reconstructed boxed-in staircase leading to the l o f t . The room also contains 
o r i g i n a l beaded baseboards and two o r i g i n a l door frames. (These elements are 
believed to be o r i g i n a l , as noted, but i t i s possible some were added at a very 
early date.) 

The larger (east) room retains much h i s t o r i c f a b r i c . Logs are exposed and have 
been chinked with lime mortar. V e r t i c a l notches on the logs and surviving nailer 
boards demonstrate that the room was o r i g i n a l l y sheathed i n wood, matching the 
smaller room. A series of notches higher i n the north and south walls indicate there 
was an o r i g i n a l l o f t room above. As renovated, the room remains a 1 1/2-story space 
with exposed roof structure. The room has two window openings, one i n the south wall 
and one i n the east gable end. The new f l o o r i s milled from 19th century-cut pine 
and replaces one that was badly rotted. 

The north shed section contains a small kitchen/dining area d i r e c t l y to the 
north of the large log room, and a bath and h a l l with washer/dryer closet to the 
north of the small log room. The reconstructed f l o o r i n g i s milled 19th century pine. 
Walls are covered with new horizontal sheathing similar to the o r i g i n a l material i n 
the small log room. 

The west l o f t room retains i t s o r i g i n a l pine f l o o r , exposed cedar log walls and 
exposed c e i l i n g structure. An o r i g i n a l door opening, now overlooking the large log 
room, has been cased and f i t t e d with a wood shutter and steel guard r a i l to meet 
health and safety code requirements. Another simple, wood hand r a i l has been 
in s t a l l e d around and along the s t a i r . 

There are four o r i g i n a l board/batten doors in the house; each of these retains 
mid-19th century latches and the two i n t e r i o r doors and t h e i r frames ret a i n 
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o r i g i n a l paint. New doors used elsewhere reproduce the board/batten design, but are 
constructed with rectangular-headed n a i l s . A l l doors have reproduction strap hinges 
matching the size and design indicated by ghost marks on the o r i g i n a l doors. A l l 
reproduction windows are i n o r i g i n a l locations and four r e t a i n o r i g i n a l frames, 
although no h i s t o r i c sashes were found. Two i n the shed are reconstructions; one 
exterior shutter remains i n i t s o r i g i n a l location, and others are reproductions. 

The house was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t at an undetermined location across County Road 
80 and downhill (southwest) from the present location. I t was moved to the h i l l t o p 
near i t s present location i n 1888. In 1921 i t was moved northwest approximately 250' 
to t h i s s i t e . Here i t was used as a bam and p a r t i a l l y stripped of i t s usable 
lumber. The f l o o r and part of the wall structure of the rear shed were removed to 
create a parking space f o r farm vehicles. At the same time, a c r i b was added i n the 
location of the o r i g i n a l porch. 

The house was rehab i l i t a t e d to i t s present condition i n 1986 using s t r u c t u r a l 
evidence and period h i s t o r i c d e t a i l s as design sources for missing elements. Modern 
conveniences were added as required. 

The house doubtless had a n c i l l a r y buildings on i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e , but a l l are 
gone. No other buildings or structures are included i n the present nominated s i t e , 
although a windmill and other newer structures are i n the v i c i n i t y , reinforcing the 
r u r a l farm complex d i s t r i b u t i o n no doubt f a m i l i a r to the log house i n i t s e a r l i e r 
uses. 

The Walker Log House i s approached by a gravel drive. While much of the area 
surrounding the house i s wooded, trees i n the iimnediate v i c i n i t y of the house have 
been planted within the last few years. The nominated property slopes gently toward 
the north. 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally [ x ] statewide n locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria Q A E C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A [ X ] B Q C ^ F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Exploration/Settlement 1R24-1R8R r . 1«7A 
Architecture 1888 1921 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
Unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Walker Log House was the home of James and Catherine Walker and t h e i r 
descendants from 1824 u n t i l 1888. Walker (c. 1780-1836) was one of the o r i g i n a l 300 
colonists from the United States recruited by Stephen F. Austin a f t e r 1821 to 
s e t t l e Texas. Walker's sons John and James Jr. participated i n the 1836 Texas war 
for independence from Mexico and continued to develop the family land a f t e r t h e i r 
father's death. The house i s believed to have been b u i l t i n 1824, making i t one of 
the oldest Anglo dwellings i n the state. Because of John Walker's pa r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
Texas' f i r s t major Anglo colonization e f f o r t s , his home meets National Register 
Criterion A. As a prime example of a double-pen log house with exterior and 
i n t e r i o r siding, i t meets National Register Cri t e r i o n C. 

In 1821, Stephen F. Austin began r e c r u i t i n g his "Old Three Hundred" colonists 
to Texas, where the Spanish government had begun encouraging settlement. This 
marked the f i r s t major attempt at organized Anglo-American settlement i n Texas. 

One of the "Old Three Hundred" was James Walker, born i n Orange County, 
Vir g i n i a about 1760. One account shows him to be the son of Tandy Walker and 
brother of John Williams Walker, who became a State Senator i n Alabama i n 1819. In 
1783 James Walker married Catherine M i l l e r , and they began a family i n Kentucky. 
Walker was attracted to Texas by the "beautiful country" and "good range" for hogs, 
c a t t l e and horses. On 21 July 1824 Walker received a grant f o r one league of land, 
about 4,428 acres, i n Washington County on New Year's and Woodward's Creeks. I t i s 
l i k e l y that the work on the house and land began immediately. An 1826 census l i s t s 
Walker as a farmer and stockraiser over f i f t y years of age. 

The log part of the house i s a basic double-pen plan, with t r a d i t i o n a l 
origins i n England and l a t e r i n the Chesapeake Tidewater portion of Vi r g i n i a . James 
and Catherine Walker's Texas home would l i k e l y have been considered more t y p i c a l 
than exceptional when constructed, but with the loss of most contemporaneous 

Fxl See continuation sheet 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination ot individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
previously listed in the National Register 

[ x ] previously determined eligible by the National Register 
U designated a National Historic Landmarl< 

I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 
Survey # 

I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 

see 
attached 

[ x l See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
H State historic preservation office 
^ Other State agency 
H Federal agency 

I I Local government 
f x l University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property l e s s t h a n one 

UTM References 
A l i i J 1715,617,2,01 

Zone Easting 

J L 

I 3 i 3 | 4 . 0 | 8 i 2 , 0 | 
Northing 

I . I I I : . I 

B 
Zone 

D 

Easting Northing 

I I I I J L 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundary of the nominated property i s a rectangular parcel measuring 60' x 73', 
whose boundaries are p a r a l l e l to and 15' from the perimeter of the Walker Log House. 
I t i s located on the James Walker Survey, and outlined i n red on the enclosed map. 

• See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The nominated property i s the portion of James Walker, Sr.'s o r i g i n a l land grant 
that includes a l l of the s i t e associated with the house since 1921. 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title John R. Volz. AIA/Peter Flagg Maxson. THC 
organization V o l z and A s s o c i a t e s / THC riat« 3 - 2 3 - 8 8 / 5 - 5 - 8 9 

street & number 1406 P r e s t o n Avenue  
city or town A u s t i n 

telephone  
state Texas 

512/476-0433 
zip code 78703 
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dwellings i t has grown considerably i n importance. Doubtless i t had a complement of 
outbuildings and structures during the Walker family occupancy, but none survive. 

Anticipating his death. Walker divided his land among his seven children i n 
1835; his homestead was on son John M. Walker's portion. Walker the elder died i n 
1836, and 1837 probate records show sales of the estate including three slaves and 
th e i r children, 30 to 40 head of c a t t l e , and sales of perishable property, notes 
and orders of col l e c t i o n valued at $3,691.19 1/2. Catherine Walker kept some of the 
livestock and one slave, and continued to l i v e at the homestead. 

James Walker, Jr., and John M. Walker are registered i n the Texas Muster 
Rolls several times between 1835 and 1837 as participants i n Indian campaigns and 
the Texas f i g h t for independence. James Walker, Jr., was l i s t e d as a private at the 
Battle of San Jacinto i n 1836, and a member of the 29th Texas Calvary during the 
C i v i l War i n 1863. His brother John i s recorded as a Texas ranger i n a f i g h t that 
took place i n 1851 on the Arroyo Gatto 60 miles southeast of Laredo. 

By 1857, the Walker children were well o f f , with large acreages, slaves and 
stock and crops described as "extremely f i n e . " I n a l e t t e r now at the Texas State 
Archives w r i t t e n i n May, 1857, James Jr. stated that he was netting between $800 
and $1000 per year from his farming a c t i v i t i e s . He also noted that his brother John 
was doing very w e l l , and that he had "... a f i r s t rate Saw and g r i s t M i l l riinning 
by water and plenty of other good property." He continued, stating that the area 
"... i s the best Country i n the United States..." E a r l i e r , i n 1835, young James was 
equally enthusiastic about Texas when he wrote. "... I have seen a good [deal?] of 
Texas and I think i t to be as easy a country as I ever saw to make a l i v i n g on a 
count of so good range.... i t i s true.... that hogs c a t t l e horses i s raised without 
and expense more than to keep them j i n t l e [ s i c ] t h i s country produces cotton 
equal to any i n the world com grows very w e l l . " 

John M. Walker died i n 1869, leaving the homestead to his wife, Rebecca, and 
dividing the rest of the land among f i v e of his children and two grandchildren. In 
1882, Rebecca Walker gave the land containing the homestead to her son James for 
care and support u n t i l her death, which came i n 1886. 

In 1888, the younger James Walker sold the property to John Wallace, who moved 
the house from i t s o r i g i n a l location to a h i l l t o p position nearby, near the present 
s i t e . Locational data was provided by members of the Bockhom family, who acquired 
the property i n 1904. I t apparently continued to be used as a residence. In 1921, 
the Bockhorns moved the house a second time to i t s present s i t e , at a location 
southwest of the 1888 locale. A bungalow was constmcted on the second location and 
the Walker House converted into a bam. Some usable lumber was removed, and the 
rear shed portion opened to provide parking f o r a farm vehicle. 
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The property was l a t e r acquired by John and Jane B a r n h i l l , who i n t u m 
replaced the h i l l t o p bungalow by a substantial modern house. In 1985, the Walker 
House was documented with measured drawings by the University of Texas at Austin's 
Winedale I n s t i t u t e . Subsequently, i t was analyzed for evidence of o r i g i n a l d e t a i l 
and construction, and a r e h a b i l i t a t i o n program performed under the guidance of 
restoration architect John Volz of Austin. 

The Walker Log House at the beginning of the project retained a surprising 
amount of h i s t o r i c fabric i n spite of (or perhaps because of) years of neglect. 
V i r t u a l l y a l l of the massive cedar logs from which the double-pen house was 
constructed remain, along with cedar sheathing and pine c e i l i n g i n the smaller 
room, four board/batten doors, four window frames, one exterior shutter and 
upstairs f l o o r i n g , a l l believed to be early or o r i g i n a l . Ghost marks and st r u c t u r a l 
evidence, period det a i l s from analogous neighborhood structures and modem 
operational requirements were used to determine the design of necessary replacement 
elements. In most respects, e f f o r t s were made to retum the house i t i t s h i s t o r i c 
appearance. Because the precise o r i g i n a l location i s unknown, h i s t o r i c archaeology 
was not possible. Similarly, dendrochronology with cedar logs i s frequently 
unproductive and accordingly was not attempted. Historic photographs of the 
stmcture were unavailable and perhaps never taken. 

The Walker Log House, while twice moved, retains an essentially m r a l 
setting, and remains on the o r i g i n a l Walker Icind grant. I t i s one of three known 
extant homes of Old Three-hundred colonists. 

The Period of Significance for the nominated property focuses on the Walker 
family occupancy, 1824-1888. Significant dates are 1824, the approximate date of 
construction; 1888, the year the house was f i r s t moved; and 1921, the year of the 
second and f i n a l move. 
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Photographic Documentation 

James Walker Log House 

County Road 80 i n the v i c i n i t y of Brenham 
Washington Coxinty, Texas 

Photographs by Jane B a r n h i l l , March, 1988 
Negatives on f i l e with owner at: 
Route 7, Box 7176 
Old Chappell H i l l Road 
Brenham, Texas 77833 

(the above information i s the same for a l l photographs l i s t e d below) 

1. Southwest elevation - camera facing northeast 

2. East elevation - camera facing west 

3. South elevation - camera facing north 

4. West elevation - camera facing east 

5. North elevation - camera facing south 

6. Fireplace room from l o f t 

7. Loft wall facing west 

8. Bedroom facing northwest 

9. Bedroom facing northeast 

10. Hall facing north 

11. Kitchen facing north (exposing heavy timber construction) 

12. Kitchen facing east 

13. Photograph of north elevation taken i n the early 1970s j u s t a f t e r 
corrugated metal had been removed from the exterior logs 
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