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NAME 
HISTORIC 

Quarters Number 1 
AND/OR COMMON 

Pershing House; Building 228 

[LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

228 Sheridan Road N / A _ N O T FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Fort Bl i ss X _ VICINITY OF E l P a s o 

STATE 

Texas 
CODE 

048 
COUNTY 

El Paso 
CODE 

141 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_ D I S T R I C T 

^ B U I L D I N G I S I 

—STRUCTURE 

_ S I T E 

_ O B J E C T 

OWNERSHIP 

X_PUBLIC 

_ P R I V A T E 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
N/A^IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

X _ O C C U P I E D 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
X—YES; RESTRICTED 

_ Y E S : UNRESTRICTED 

— NO 

PRESENT USE 

—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

X_GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

X_MILITARY 

XpRiVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER 

B A G E N C Y 
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS littpplicabia) 

U.S. Army A i r Defense A r t i l l e r y Center and Fort Bl i ss 
STREET & NUMBER 

N/A 
CITY. TOWN 

E l P a s o N 7 X _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Texas 79916 

Q L O C A T I O N O F L E G A L DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC E l P a s o C i t y - C o u u t y B u i l d i n g 

STREET & NUMBER 
San A n t o n i o a n d C a m p b e l l S t r e e t s 

CITY. TOWN 

El Paso 
STATE 

Texas 79901 

QREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
•̂ '̂ •-E H i s t o r i c a l and Natural Resources Report, U.S. Army, Fort Bl i ss 

DATE 
J u l y , 1 9 7 8 X—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR j i TI ^ - ^ , ^ . 
eiiBwpvBPrnRnq Environmental Protect ion O f f i c e , Directorate SURVEY RECORDS ^̂ ^̂  Housing, FoTt Bl i ss of Engineering 

CITY, TOWN 

El Paso 
STATE 

Texas 79916 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

X.EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED 

—GOOD —RUINS 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X.UNALTERED 

—ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X.ORIGINAL SITE 

—MOVED DATE N/A 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The nomination of Quarters Number 1 (Pershing House), exhibits the 
surviving o r i g i n a l Field Officers' Quarters building constructed i n 
1910. The property i s located i n northeastern El Paso County, and i s 
part of the U.S. Army Air Defense A r t i l l e r y Center and Fort Bliss. 
This building has retained i t s character and role during i t s U.S. Army 
mission for three quarters of a century. The br i c k , stone, and wood 
structure represents a clear U.S. Army influence, or association, 
especially i n i t s continuous use since the early 20th century. 

The present nomination represents an attempt to conserve the character 
of Fort Bliss and the b u i l t environment of the U.S. Army who established i t . 
Although t h i s nomination i s for one building that i s deemed i n d i v i d u a l l y 
e l i g i b l e f o r the National Register, the remarkably undisturbed character 
of t h i s o r i g i n a l area of Fort Bliss may warrant i t s recognition as a 
h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . 

This building can be c l a s s i f i e d i n t o the Classical Revival style with 
Southern influence. The arch i t e c t u r a l features included i n the building 
are the following: central h a l l and parlor plan, front entrance door with 
fan l i g h t s , french door entrances of the verandah, fenestration with curved 
brick masonry arches over the openings, and a well proportioned formal effect. 
The Southern architectural influence includes: a broad sunshade bonnet 
roof from peak to eave, gal l e r i e s or verandahs serving as a u x i l i a r y 
exterior hallways, the use of French doors on the sides instead of windows, 
Tuscan wood pipe columns supporting the verandahs, and a dormer with a 
pediment and wood windows. 

This white-painted yellow-brick masonry, two-story, hipped-roofed 
building with green wood t r i m and a rectangular-shaped plan i s approximately 
61' ( f i v e bay fro n t ) x 79'. There are open and screened, two-story, green-
painted 10'-wide wood verandahs on three sides of the o r i g i n a l building. 
A concrete stoop on the east elevation i s centered on the building and leads 
to the f i r s t - f l o o r grey-painted tongue-in-groove wood-board verandah. The 
verandahs are supported by 26 wood pipe columns. Four are half-columns 
attached to the building and located at the rear of the verandahs. An 
cyma reversa moulding cornice i s under the eaves of the roof, and over the 
second-floor verandah. There i s a low dormer center element, with small wood 
casement windows, on the roof above the main entrance. 
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The w h i t e — p a i n t e d f r o n t entrance door I s s o l i d wood board 
and b a t t e n , and t h e r e i s a two-panel w h i t e - p a i n t e d screen door. 
Above the door i s a c l e a r - g l a s s f i v e - l i g h t f a n l i g h t . Over the 
f a n l i g h t i s i s a w h i t e - p a i n t e d curved b r i c k a r c h , two header 
b r i c k s i n h e i g h t . The s i d e l i g h t s have btfen sealed w i t h wood 
panels and mouldings. The windows are wood double-hung sash, 
two-over-two l i g h t s , and they are i n symmetrical balance w i t h two 
on each s i d e of the f r o n t e n trance and f i v e on the second f l o o r . 
The windows have g r e e n - p a i n t e d wood-frame t r i m , and they have 
curved wood panels and molding a t the top to f i t the double-
header b r i c k a r c h above the window and doorway. The s i l l s are 
w h i t e — p a i n t e d red sandstone. A c o n c r e t e and b r i c k f o u n d a t i o n 
surrounds the b u i l d i n g . B r i c k p i l a s t e r f o u n d a t i o n f o o t i n g s 
u n d e r l y each of the wood pipe columns. There i s a w h i t e p a i n t e d 
red sandstone water t a b l e b e l t s u r r o u n d i n g the b u i l d i n g . 

The south e l e v a t i o n verandah has two w h i t e — p a i n t e d wood 
French doors w i t h g r e e n — p a i n t e d wood frames on the s e c o n d — f l o o r 
verandah, and t h e r e i s one s i m i l a r French door and one green 
p a i n t e d wood double-hung sash window on the f i r s t - f l o o r verandah. 
The n o r t h e l e v a t i o n of the f i r s t - a n d s e c o n d — f l o o r verandahs has 
w h i t e — p a i n t e d wood French doors w i t h g r e e n - p a i n t e d frames i n 
place of windows, and the f i r s t f l o o r has one w h i t e — p a i n t e d 
French door and one g r e e n — p a i n t e d wood double-hung sash window. 
The f i r s t — f l o o r verandah on t h i s e l e v a t i o n i s enclosed w i t h a 
sc reen. 

A t w o - s t o r y y e l l o w - b r i c k masonry, h i p p e d — r o o f , wing 
extends a p p r o x i m a t e l y 35' to the west and connects to the center 
of the main b u i l d i n g . I t has a m i d - r i d g e chimney, and the r o o f , 
which i s s l i g h t l y lower than the main b u i l d i n g , i s covered by 
c o m p o s i t i o n s h i n g l e s . There i s a s i d e e ntrance door and a window 
on the second f l o o r of the s o u t h e l e v a t i o n where evaporator 
c o o l e r s have been i n s t a l l e d . The west e l e v a t i o n of the rear wing 
has g r e e n — p a i n t e d wood double-hung sash windows on the f i r s t and 
second f l o o r s . The n o r t h e l e v a t i o n of the r e a r wing e x h i b i t s 
s e v e r a l a d d i t i o n s . These i n c l u d e a shed—roof screened porch w i t h 
w h i t e — p a i n t e d wood s i d i n g , a h i p p e d - r o o f w h i t e — pa i n ted b r i c k 
masonry l a u n d r y room, and a second—f1oor, h i p - r o o f , w h i t e - p a i n t e d 
wood h o r i z o n t a l — d r o p - s i d i n g bathroom. The windows on t h i s 
e l e v a t i o n are g r e e n — p a i n t e d wood double-hung sash, two-over-two. 
However, the porch a d d i t i o n on the f i r s t f l o o r , and the bathroom 
a d d i t i o n w i t h wood s i d i n g on the second floor»have windows w i t h 
g r e e n - p a i n t e d wood double-hung sash, f o u r - o v e r - f o u r l i g h t s , and 
f l a t l i n t e l s . E x t e r i o r c o n c r e t e steps lead down to a p a r t i a l 
basement. The b r i c k masonry on the basement e n t r a n c e , and i n 
the basement i n t e r i o r i s rough f i n i s h e d w i t h I r r e g u l a r b r i c k s and 
p o o r l y f i n i s h e d m o r t a r . 
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The f i r s t ~ f l o o r , b u i l d i n g i n t e r i o r , has a s m a l l v e s t i b u l e , 
a c e n t r a l h a l l w a y , and a d i n n i n g room and l i v i n g room on each 
s i d e o f the c e n t r a l h a l l w a y . Mouldings on the i n t e r i o r f r i e z e 
are s u p p o r t s f o r p i c t u r e s . The r e a r of the c e n t r a l h a l l connects 
to doorways t o a k i t c h e n and s e r v a n t s q u a r t e r s l o c a t e d i n the 
r e a r wing. I n the c e n t r a l h a l l w a y , a s t r a i g h t s t a i r w a y w i t h a 
b l a c k d e c o r a t i v e w r o u g h t ^ i r o n h a n d r a i l and b a l l u s t r a d e leads to 
the second f l o o r . The s t a i r s connect to a c e n t r a l h a l l w a y on the 
second f l o o r . The are two bedrooms on one s i d e of the c e n t r a l 
h a l l , and a master bedroom on the o t h e r s i d e . The c e n t r a l h a l l 
c o n t i n u e s to the r e a r wing and opens to two s m a l l bedrooms, two 
b a t h s , and c l o s e t s . The i n t e r i o r doors on the second f l o o r are 
wood f i v e - p a n e l type w i t h s i n g l e — l i g h t t r a n s o n s . The French 
doors are wood-panel w i t h s i x l i g h t s . 

B u i l d i n g Changes Since 1910 

S i g n i f i c a n t changes o c c u r r e d as new d e c i s i o n s evolved 
about b u i l d i n g use and m o d e r n i z a t i o n , and as new technology 
became a v a i l a b l e . Documenting the changes has been d i f f i c u l t 
because the o r i g i n a l a r c h i t e c t u r e plans have a l s o been l o s t , and 
the a r c h i t e c t o f the b u i l d i n g i s unknown. I n 1977, the "as 
b u i l t " drawings used i n t h i s n o m i n a t i o n were completed. Since 
1910 r e p a i r s and i n t e r i o r m o d e r n i z a t i o n have been a r e g u l a r 
process, b u t documentation f o r the work i s n o t a v a i l a b l e u n t i l 
the p o s t World War I I p e r i o d . H i s t o r i c photographs, i n t e r v i e w s , 
and newspaper accounts have p r o v i d e d the best i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the 
p e r i o d p r i o r to 1940. • 

Kerosene lamps f o r l i g h t i n g were used by the f i r s t 
r e s i d e n t . C o l . A l f r e d C. Sharpe,but e l e c t r i c i t y was i n s t a l l e d i n 
1911. N a t u r a l — gas l i n e s f o r h e a t i n g and cooki n g were i n s t a l l e d 
i n 1928. Du r i n g these e a r l y y e a r s , v a r i o u s appearance changes 
o c c u r r e d . These i n c l u d e the w h i t e p a i n t a p p l i e d over the 
o r i g i n a l l i g h t — y e l l o w - b r i c k masonry, the red sandstone s i l l s , 
and the red sandstone w a t e r — t a b l e b e l t . The o r i g i n a l w h i t e 
p a i n t e d wood p i p e columns, b a l u s t r a d e , and o t h e r wood t r i m 
( P l a t e s 3, 4, & 5) were changed to a dark green p a i n t . As 
the r e s i d e n t s changed, the b u i l d i n g was r e p a i n t e d and r e p a i r e d , 
b u t the c o l o r changes made d u r i n g the 1920s have been r e t a i n e d . 
Athough, t h e r e have been f r e q u e n t r e p a i r s and new p a i n t 
a p p l i c a t i o n s , t h e b u i l d i n g has r e t a i n e d i t s o r i g i n a l c h a r a c t e r 
and i n t e g r i t y . 
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The i n t e r i o r f u r n i s h i n g s were a l s o changed w i t h each new 
r e s i d e n t (Ward, 1985, p e r s o n a l communication). Permanent 
b u i l d i n g equipment i n c l u d i n g e l e c t r i c a l and plumbing systems have 
been changed f r e q u e n t l y . However, much of the o r i g i n a l 
i n t e r i o r hardware, the f i v e panel wood doors and transoms, and 
the i n t e r i o r moldings and t r i m , i n the f r o n t wing, are i n t a c t . 

F i r e p l a c e s i n the b u i l d i n g were sealed when a b o i l e r was 
I n s t a l l e d i n the basement f o r a c e n t r a l steam h e a t i n g system 
i n a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1928. The embossed u p r i g h t r a d i a t o r s , made by 
the American R a d i a t o r Co., are hidden by wood — frame p e r f o r a t e d 
boxes. Exposed metal pipes l e a d i n g to the r a d i a t o r s are present 
i n the room i n t e r i o r s , and they stand o u t from the w a l l s . 
Sometime a f t e r the r a d i a t o r s were i n s t a l l e d , the s i d e chimneys on 
the n o r t h and south e l e v a t i o n s were removed where they p r o j e c t e d 
through the hipped r o o f . 

M o d i f i c a t i o n o f the r e a r wing i n t e r i o r and e x t e r i o r has 
co n t i n u e d t h r o u g h the years as new r e s i d e n t s a r r i v e d and 
de p a r t e d . I n t e r i o r p a r t i t i o n s f o r c l o s e t s , b a t h s , and h a l l s have 
been i n s t a l l e d and removed as needed. The most s i g n i f i c a n t 
change p r i o r to 1940 was the a d d i t i o n o f a wood—frame bedroom 
on the second f l o o r o f the n o r t h e l e v a t i o n . This a d d i t i o n has a 
low hipped r o o f w i t h grey c o m p o s i t i o n s h i n g l e , and w h i t e p a i n t e d 
wood h o r i z o n t a l s i d i n g . A f t e r 1960, v a r i o u s wood—frame and 
h o r i z o n t a l s i d i n g a d d i t i o n s were a l s o made to the f i r s t f l o o r of 
the n o r t h e l e v a t i o n . This i n c l u d e s a s m a l l area t h a t was 
screened f o r a porch entrance to the k i t c h e n ( F i g s . 4 & 5 ) . The 
n o r t h e l e v a t i o n f i r s t — f l o o r changes cannot be seen from f r o n t or 
re a r e l e v a t i o n s , and they have n o t changed the c h a r a c t e r of the 
b u i I d l n g . 

Recent r e p a i r s i n c l u d e the replacement of e l e c t r i c a l and 
mechanical systems i n the r e a r wing i n 1956 (FB 2411, dated Dec. 
1956). I n 1962 (FB 2962, Aug. 6, 1962) new wood double-hung sash 
windows and frames ( s i m i l a r t o the o r i g i n a l ) were i n s t a l l e d i n 
the r e a r wing, and the I n t e r i o r baseboards and molding were 
r e p l a c e d w i t h l i k e m a t e r i a l and d e s i g n s . I n 1970, the e x t e r i o r 
was p a i n t e d , and the verandah deck was r e p l a c e d w i t h s i m i l a r 
m a t e r i a l (FB 4698, J u l y 8, 1970). New r o o f i n g was i n s t a l l e d on 
the hipped r o o f w i t h l i k e m a t e r i a l (FB 4840, Dec. 16, 1971). 

A Summary of the Changes 

Al t h o u g h some of these changes were e x t e n s i v e , none have 
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s e r i o u s l y damaged the c h a r a c t e r o f the b u i l d i n g . As a r e s u l t of 
the U. S. Army's p r e s e r v a t i o n o f Quarters Number 1 , much of i t s 
o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r f a b r i c i s r e t a i n e d . The change i n b u i l d i n g 
c o l o r , from n a t u r a l l i g h t y e l l o w b r i c k masonry and w h i t e wood 
t r i m t o w h i t e p a i n t e d b r i c k masonry and green wood t r i m was done 
i n the 1920s. This change, along w i t h the change to green 
p a i n t e d verandahs and wood pipe columns has achieved a 
d i s t i n c t i o n and r e c o g n i t i o n i n F o r t B l i s s and i n E l Paso. The 
changes on the r e a r wing e l e v a t i o n s are more e x t e n s i v e , but they 
are a d e q u a t e l y h i d d e n from the view from a l l approaches to the 
b u i l d i n g . No o u t b u i l d i n g s are on the p r o p e r t y . The s t r e e t s c a p e 
of Q u a r t e r s Number 1, and the n e i g h b o r i n g b u i l d i n g s e x h i b i t s a 
u n i f i e d theme t h a t w a r r a n t s i t s r e c o g n i t i o n and p r e s e r v a t i o n . 
S y m m e t r i c a l l y composed, the f r o n t of the b u i l d i n g i s a complex 
arrangement of a c e n t e r e d main e n t r a n c e , balanced windows, two 
s t o r y verandah, and hipped r o o f t h a t i s landscaped by s e v e r a l 
aged t r e e s , hedges, and a grass lawn. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Perhaps no single structure on the post represents i t more succintly than 
does Quarters Number 1. From i t s completion i n 1910 u n t i l today, t h i s o r i g i n a l 
Field Officer's quarters has been a source of community pride and national — 
at times, international — i n t e r e s t . I t s history i s a b r i e f encyclopedia of 
three-quarters of a century of the American m i l i t a r y with emphasis on i t s social 
and diplomatic aspects. National recognition not only would be i n order but 
also would be a statement of a theme of the U.S. Army involvement and i d e n t i t y 
i n the settlement and colonization of the Southwest. Quarters Number 1, i s an 
idiomatically American a r c h i t e c t u r a l statement of universal charm and potential 
museum qu a l i t y , prominently situated i n the midst of a vast i n t e m a t i o n a l 
m i l i t a r y complex. Continuation of i t s o r i g i n a l use i s v i t a l to insure the 
continuation of that statement. 

Although f i r s t established i n September 1849 as a temporary camp on the Rio 
Grande River to assure Mexican compliance with the terms of the Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, Fort Bliss became a permanent m i l i t a r y post. As the need 
grew, the m i l i t a r y p o s t — o f f i c i a l l y named Fort Bliss on March 8, 1854 (Metz, 
1981: 2 3 ) — outgrew one location a f t e r another. F i n a l l y , the s i t e of the 
present Fort Bliss was established. On March 11, 1890, an order from the 
Adjutant General's Office providing for the construction of "the necessary 
buildings with appurtenances, s u f f i c i e n t f o r a m i l i t a r y post, to be known as 
Fort B l i s s " was issued. This new post was to be situated w i t h i n ten miles 
of the City of El Paso (General Orders, 1890: L e t t e r ) , and Lanoria Mesa was 
selected for the s i t e . 

The o r i g i n a l buildings on Lanoria Mesa were under the supervision of 
Captain George Ruhlen, Assistant Quartermaster. They consisted of fourteen 
o f f i c e r s ' quarters across a long, narrow parade ground from enlisted mens' 
barracks and other buildings. The o f f i c e r s ' quarters were numbered from 2 - 1 6 
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and d e s i g n a t e d f o r l i e u t e n a n t s and c a p t a i n s . There were, however, 
spaces l e f t i n the row of q u a r t e r s f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h r e e 
a d d i t i o n a l b u i l d i n g s , presumably t o be numbered 1 and 4 (Ruhlen, 
1974: 209-210). T h i s has l e d to s p e c u l a t i o n t h a t i t was the 
I n t e n t i o n o f the o r i g i n a l s u p e r v i s i n g q u a r t e r m a s t e r to have the 
s e n i o r o f f i c e r ' s q u a r t e r s f a c i n g t he c e n t e r o f the parade 
grounds, thus s i t u a t i n g i t as the most prominent r e s i d e n c e on 
po s t . 

T h i s e a r l y 2 0 t h — c e n t u r y C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l s t y l e b u i l d i n g 
was b u i l t i n 1910 a t a c o s t o f $16,378.36 (War Department, 1910: 
265; Real P r o p e r t y Records, 1942: Card F i l e ) . The b u i l d i n g 
e x t e r i o r , w i t h i t s wide t w o - s t o r y verandah on t h r e e s i d e s i s 
r e m i n i s c e n t o f the a n t e b e l l u m p l a n t a t i o n mansions of L o u i s i a n a 
( B a l l , 1980: 202-203) and the Monterrey s t y l e i n C a l i f o r n i a 
( K i r k e r , 1984: 250-255). The verandahs are supporte d by green 
p a i n t e d Tuscan — s t y l e ho 1low-wood—pipe columns, and a green 
p a i n t e d wood b a l u s t r a d e surrounds the grey wood verandah decks 
and i n t e r l i n k s w i t h the columns. The wood—frame hipped r o o f 
r e s t s on the b u i l d i n g w a l l s and columns i n the manner of an 
u m b r e l l a or bonnet w i t h low and wide eaves. The house i s b u i l t 
i n a m o d i f i e d "Tee" shape, w i t h the r e a r wing f o r m i n g the stem of 
the "Tee". The b u i l d i n g i n t e r i o r has 4,697 sq. f t . of space 
(Real P r o p e r t y Records, 1942: Card F i l e ) which I n c l u d e s s m a l l 
a d d i t i o n s on the r e a r . The b u i l d i n g has a b a s i c c e n t r a l h a l l and 
p a r l o r p l a n on the f i r s t and second f l o o r s . 

A f t e r the C i v i l War, the U.S. Army looked a t the i n f l u e n c e 
of the environment and b u i l d i n g s i n t h e i r new t e r r i t o r i e s as i t 
r e f l e c t s on t h e h e a l t h and morale o f the t r o o p s . M i l i t a r y 
surgeons and i n s p e c t o r s were i n t e r e s t e d n o t o n l y i n the 
o r i e n t a t i o n and the r e l a t i o n s h i p o f b u i l d i n g s as h o s p i t a l s , 
b a r r a c k s , o f f i c e r s q u a r t e r s , and t h e i r p a r t s such as s i n k s and 
l a t r i n e s . They were a l s o I n t e r e s t e d b u i l d i n g components such as 
doors, windows, and v e n t i l a t i n g d e v i c e s . The purpose was the 
e l i m i n a t i o n o f a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t r i m e n t s t o h e a l t h . Standard 
d e s i g n s , based upon these s t u d i e s , were p u b l i s h e d by the Surgeon 
General's O f f i c e i n the l a t e 1 9th c e n t u r y ( Robinson, 1974: 4 8 ) . 

Al t h o u g h these g u i d e l i n e s were f o l l o w e d i n Quarters Number 
1, c o n s t r u c t i o n o f Commanding O f f i c e r s ' Q uarters were n o r m a l l y 
s p e c i a l . The s e t t i n g , the a r c h i t e c t u r e s t y l e , and the d e t a i l i n g 
of Commanding O f f i c e r s ' Q u a r t e r s were d i f f e r e n t than the 
s u r r o u n d i n g b u i l d i n g s ( B e a r s s , 1985: p e r s o n a l communication). I n 
the case o f Q u a r t e r s Number 1, the b u i l d i n g i s u n l i k e any o t h e r 
a t F o r t B l i s s . The C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l s t y l e was pro b a b l y 
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chosen because i t i n s p i r e s t h o u g h t s o f t r a d i t i o n , t r u s t , and 
i n s p i r a t i o n . The i n f l u e n c e of the New England Georgian R e v i v a l 
house coupled w i t h the t r a d i t i o n s of the " o l d South" p l a n t a t i o n 
verandah, columns, b a l u s t r a d e , and hipped r o o f s e t t h i s 
commanding o f f i c e r s q u a r t e r s o f f from o t h e r b u i l d i n g s and 
e s t a b l i s h i t s r o l e as a c e n t e r of Importance i n F o r t B l i s s . 

Q u a r t e r s Number 1, has a c l e a n , s y m m e t r i c a l d e s i g n , 
p l e a s i n g s c a l e and p r o p o r t i o n s , and a s u c e s s f u l h o u s e - t o - s i t e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p . The s e t t i n g , where the n e i g h b o r i n g b u i l d i n g s are 
repeated one a f t e r a nother i n mi 1 1 t a r y - l i k e sameness, a l l o w s i t 
t o stand alone as a o n e - o f - k i n d s t r u c t u r e . I t s a e s t h e t i c s are 
s i m p l i s t i c , y e t i t seems to have o b t a i n e d a k i n d of monumenta11ty 
which i s i m m e d i a t e l y r e c o g n i z a b l e as something s p e c i a l ( E l Paso 
Chapter, American I n s t i t u t e of A r c h i t e c t s , 1984: 3 3 ) . The 
s t r e e t s c a p e of Q u a r t e r s Number 1, and the n e i g h b o r i n g b u i l d i n g s 
e x h i b i t s a u n i f i e d theme t h a t w a r r a n t s i t s r e c o g n i t i o n and 
p r e s e r v a t i o n . S y m m e t r i c a l l y composed, the f r o n t of the b u i l d i n g 
i s a complex arrangement of a c e n t e r e d main e n t r a n c e , balanced 
windows, t w o - s t o r y verandah, and hipped r o o f t h a t i s landscaped 
by s e v e r a l aged t r e e s , hedges, and a grass lawn. 

From 1910 to 1934, Q u a r t e r s Number 1 was the o f f i c i a l home 
of the commanding g e n e r a l of F o r t B l i s s . I n 1934, the new and 
c u r r e n t commander's q u a r t e r s was completed ( P u b l i c A f f a i r s 
O f f i c e , 1985: 7 ) . Since t h a t d a t e , the h o u s e - - l o c a 1 l y known as 
the P e rshing House i n honor of i t s most famous r e s 1 dent--has 
housed a major s u b o r d i n a t e commander of F o r t B l i s s w i t h the 
e x c e p t i o n s noted below. I t i s now the o f f i c i a l r e s i d e n c e o f the 
a s s i s t a n t commandant of the U n i t e d S t a t e s Army A i r Defense School 
and F o r t B l i s s (USAADSFB) ( R i l e y , 1985: Personal Communication). 

I n t he s p r i n g o f 1910, members o f the T w e n t y - t h i r d 
I n f a n t r y o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s Army l e f t t h e i r s t a t i o n a t 
Mindanao, P h i l i p p i n e I s l a n d s , t r a v e l e d eastward across the ocean 
f o r a month and a h a l f , caught a s p e c i a l t r a i n a t San F r a n c i s c o , 
and a r r i v e d a t Union S t a t i o n , E l Paso, Texas on A p r i l 24, 1910. 
T h e i r t r a i n was t r a n s f e r r e d t o t r a c k s l e a d i n g to F o r t B l i s s , 
where the company, under command of C o l o n e l A l f r e d C. Sharpe, 
were b i l l e t e d . On t h a t d a t e , Sharpe took up h i s d u t i e s as 
commander o f the Twenty-Third Regiment and of the post (E_l Paso 
H e r a l d , Apr. 25, 1910: 1; Post R e t u r n s , Apr. 1910). Colonel 
Sharpe was able to occupy h i s new r e s i d e n c e . Q u a r t e r s Number 1, 
o n l y a f t e r i t s c o m p l e t i o n on September 30, 1910 (Real P r o p e r t y 
Records, 1942: Card F i l e ) . I n October of the f o l l o w i n g year, he 
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p r e s i d e d over an event o f n a t i o n a l importance when the f i r s t 
f o r t y - e i g h t - s t a r f l a g ever f l o w n was r a i s e d i n f r o n t o f Quarters 
Number 1 , t o c e l e b r a t e the pending s t a t e h o o d of Ar i z o n a and New 
Mexico ( P u b l i c A f f a i r s O f f i c e (PAO): 1977: 4 ) . 

The ne x t occupant o f Qu a r t e r s Number 1 was Co l o n e l Edwin 
F. Glenn (1857-1926), who a r r i v e d d u r i n g 1911 and l e f t the 
f o l l o w i n g year (PAO, 1985: 8 ) . Glenn was Commander of the Twenty-
T h i r d Regiment of I n f a n t r y and, from 1913 u n t i l 1920, served as 
P r e s i d e n t of the I n f a n t r y A s s o c i a t i o n (Who Was Who I n America, 
1966: V o l . 1 , p. 4 6 1 ) . His pl a c e was taken by C o l o n e l Edgar Z. 
Steever, F o u r t h C a v a l r y , who commanded the po s t from January 22 
to June, 1912. Steever's d i s t i n g u i s h e d v i s i t o r s i n c l u d e d General 
V i c t o r i a n o H u e r t a , then commander of the Mexican F e d e r a l t r o o p s 
and l a t e r P r e s i d e n t o f Mexico, accompanied by General Joaquin 
T e l l e z (PAO, 1977: 4 ) . From June o f 1912 u n t i l 1913, the house 
was occupied by C o l o n e l Frank West, Second C a v a l r y , who c o n t i n u e d 
i n command of the post u n t i l r e l i e v e d by C o l o n e l Joseph G a r r a r d , 
F i f t e e n t h C a v a l r y (PAO, 1977: 7; Thomlinson, 1945: 3 4 ) . The next 
occupant was B r i g a d i e r General Hugh Lenox S c o t t , E l Paso M i l i t a r y 
D i s t r i c t Commander. I n A p r i l 1914, S c o t t l e f t F o r t B l i s s to 
become A s s i s t a n t C h i e f o f S t a f f o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s Army. 
P r e s i d e n t Wilson l a t e r a p p o i n t e d him Chie f o f S t a f f . I t was S c o t t 
who suggested t h a t P e r s h i n g command the U.S. f o r c e s i n France. 
S c o t t d i e d i n 1934 a t the age of 80 w i t h t h e rank o f Major 
General (PAO, 1977: 7; The E l Paso Times, A p r i l 6, 1914: 1:6; May 
2, 1934: 1:7). 

B r i g a d i e r General John Joseph "Black Jack" Pershing 
a r r i v e d i n E l Paso from the P r e s i d i o o f San F r a n c i s c o on A p r i l 
27, 1914 (Jamieson, 1980: 3 9 ) . Three days l a t e r , P e r s h i n g h e l d a 
press conference o f which i t was r e p o r t e d , "General John J. 
Pershing i s now commander of a l l m i l i t a r y f o r c e s i n E l Paso and 
the d i s t r i c t e x t e n d i n g westward t o the C a l i f o r n i a b o r d e r . The 
o f f i c e o f commander o f t r o o p s was t u r n e d over t o General 
P e r s h i n g " on A p r i l 29, 1914 (The E l Paso Times , Apr. 30, 1914; 
7:3). D e s p i t e legend t h a t F r a n c i s c o "Pancho" V i l l a was a f r e q u e n t 
v i s i t o r to Pershing's home, t h e r e i s no such documentary evidence 
and Commander (U.S.N. Ret.) M i l l a r d G. McKinney, u n o f f i c i a l 
h i s t o r i a n o f F o r t B l i s s , was quoted i n the EĴ  Paso Times (Mar. 
21, 1982: 7-B) as s a y i n g t h a t V i l l a "was p r o b a b l y t h e r e f o r o n l y 
one r e c e p t i o n i n about 1914. " On August 26, 1914, V i l l a v i s i t e d 
E l Paso on a " m i s s i o n o f peace." He was met a t the Santa Fe 
b r i d g e by General P e r s h i n g and e s c o r t e d t o F o r t B l i s s by a 
c a v a l r y guard o f honor. The p a r t y were guests o f honor a t an 
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i n f o r m a l p a r t y a t the Pers h i n g home (E_l Paso Morning Times , Aug. 
27, 1914: 1:1-5). On August 27 of the f o l l o w i n g y e a r , a l l E l Paso 
h e a r t s ached f o r P e r s h i n g ; His w i f e , Helen Frances Warner 
P e r s h i n g , and t h e i r t h r e e daughters d i e d i n a f i r e a t the San 
Fr a n c i s c o P r e s i d i o . Only t h e i r f i v e - y e a r - o l d son. Warren, was 
rescued ( E l Paso H e r a l d , Aug. 27, 1915). Happier news gr e e t e d 
newspaper read e r s l a t e r i n the year when W i l l i a m F. " B u f f a l o 
B i l l " Cody v i s i t e d E l Paso as a guest o f the c i t y and the army. 
Cody was here on November 5 and 6, o v e r n i g h t i n g a t the Pershing 
home ( E l Paso H e r a l d , Nov. 5 and 6, 1915). I n March of 1916, 
Pershing l e f t F o r t B l i s s to lead a P u n i t i v e E x p e d i t i o n i n t o 
Mexico f o l l o w i n g V i l l a ' s a t t a c k on Columbus, New Mexico. I n 
September o f t h a t y e a r , he was promoted to Major General. I n 
A p r i l 1917, Pe r s h i n g r e t u r n e d to assume command of the American 
f o r c e s i n France. I n 1921, he was a p p o i n t e d C h i e f of S t a f f of the 
Army, s e r v i n g w i t h d i s t i n c t i o n u n t i l h i s r e t i r e m e n t i n 1924. He 
d i e d i n 1948 a t the age of 88. His memory i s pr e s e r v e d i n El Paso 
i n the name of a major s t r e e t and the u n o f f i c i a l name of B u i l d i n g 
228 ( Q u a r t e r s Number 1) as the Pershing House. 

Pershing's p l a c e was taken a t F o r t B l i s s by B r i g a d i e r 
General George B e l l , J r . , commanding a post which was t r a i n i n g to 
win World War I (PAO, 1977: 7; Thomlinson: 3 4 ) . B e l l b r o u g h t w i t h 
him a l o n g war r e c o r d i n c l u d i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the Cuban, 
P h i l i p p i n e , and I n d i a n campaigns ( E l Paso H e r a l d , Mar. 14, 1916). 
B e l l was f o l l o w e d by B r i g a d i e r General James J. Hornbrook, who 
took command of the E l Paso D i s t r i c t on August 28, 1918 ( E l Paso 
H e r a l d , Aug. 28, 1918: 4:1). 

From 1919 to 1925, the house was occupied by Major General 
Robert Lee Howze, Sr. (1864-1926) and h i s f a m i l y . Howze had been 
assigned to command F o r t B l i s s a t the o u t b r e a k o f World War I but 
was promoted t o Major General and g i v e n command of the T h i r t y -
E i g h t h D i v i s i o n i n France i n 1918. He a g a i n commanded the 
M i l i t a r y D i s t r i c t o f E l Paso from J u l y 3, 1920 u n t i l he was 
re a s s i g n e d i n 1925. He c a r r i e d w i t h him an o u t s t a n d i n g r e c o r d of 
combat i n c l u d i n g a c t i o n a g a i n s t the B r u l e Sioux and i n the 
Spanish-American War, and was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r Implementing 
o r g a n i z a t i o n o f the F i r s t C a v a l r y D i v i s i o n . He had m a r r i e d the 
s i s t e r o f a man who was to command F o r t B l i s s i n 1936 ( H a m i l t o n 
S. Hawkins). The former Miss Hawkins was the daughter o f y e t 
another F o r t B l i s s commander. Major H a m i l t o n S. Hawkins, Tenth 
I n f a n t r y , who had l e d the post a t an e a r l i e r l o c a t i o n i n 1884-85 
( D i r e c t o r a t e o f Personnel and Community A c t i v i t i e s , 1972: 7 ) . 
T h e i r daughter i s H a r r i o t Howze Jones, a noted E l Paso h i s t o r i c a l 
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w r i t e r , a teenager d u r i n g her f a t h e r ' s r e s i d e n c y a t the p o s t . 
D u r i ng t h a t p e r i o d , b e f o r e the use of c e i l i n g f a n s , Mrs. Jones 
s a i d the f a m i l y " a l l s l e p t on the (sc r e e n e d ) p o r c h " i n hot 
weather. E n t e r t a i n i n g was f r e q u e n t i n the Howze home ( Q u a r t e r s 
Number 1) and H a r r i o t was c o u r t e d t h e r e by C o l o n e l (USA Ret.) H. 
Crampton Jones (E_l Paso Times , Mar. 21 , 1982). C o l o n e l Jones, who 
was b o r n i n the year the g a r r i s o n was c o n s t r u c t e d , 1893, 
remembers the house w e l l . " I t was Quarters 14 a t the time t h a t I 
was c o u r t i n g H a r r i o t . . . . Genera 1 P ershing would v i s i t o f t e n . He 
would k i n d o f s t e a l H a r r i o t ' s mount, a g r e y . He was a cadet w i t h 
General Howze. I t was j u s t e x a c t l y one hundred years ago when my 
f a t h e r and General Howze and General Pershing were a t West P o i n t 
t o g e t h e r " (Jones, 1985: Personal Communication). Howze Stadium 
and Howze S t r e e t on pos t were named a f t e r General Howze. 

I n 1925-26, the house was occupied by B r i g a d i e r General 
Joseph C. Castner (1869-1946). For t h i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d s o l d i e r was 
named Castner Small Arms Range, a t r a c t o f over 3,500 acres added 
to F o r t B l i s s i n 1926 (PAO, 1977: 7; Jamieson, 1980: 5 0 ) . Castner 
commanded F o r t B l i ss and the F i r s t C a v a l r y D i v i s i o n from 1924-26 
and was promoted t o Major General i n 1940 f o l l o w i n g h i s 1933 
r e t i r e m e n t ( D i r e c t o r a t e of Personnel and Community A c t i v i t i e s , 
1972: 6 ) . 

He was f o l l o w e d a t the house by Major General Edwin D. 
Winans i n 1926-27, who i n t u r n was f o l l o w e d by Major General 
George Van Horn Moseley i n 1927-29. I t was d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , i n 
J u l y 1928, t h a t gas was p i p e d t o the house f o r u t i l i t y use (PAO, 
1977: 7 ) . E l Pasoans had been under s p o r a d i c f i r e from r i f l e s of 
the Mexican R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s f o r n e a r l y two decades. F i n a l l y , i n 
March 1929, the s i t u a t i o n exploded a g a i n . Crossing the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l b r i d g e t o Ciudad J u a r e z , Chihuahua, Moseley entered 
Mexico t o a r r a n g e a conference between the w a r r i n g Mexican 
commanders. He persuaded the F e d e r a l commander to s u r r e n d e r the 
c i t y t o r e b e l t r o o p s , then housed the Federales a t F o r t B l i s s f o r 
about a month b e f o r e r e t u r n i n g them to t h e i r g a r r i s o n a t Naco, 
Mexico. For t h i s a c t i o n , he was awarded an oak l e a f c l u s t e r to 
the D i s t i n g u i s h e d S e r v i c e Medal he had earned i n France ( E l Paso 
Times, May 1, 1930: 1: 4-5; MacMaster, 1963: 4 5 ) . Moseley was 
t r a n s f e r r e d i n August 1929 t o become a s s i s t a n t i n charge of 
c i v i l i a n i n d u s t r i a l a f f a i r s t o the A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y of War ( E l 
Paso Times, Aug. 24, 1929: 1:8). 

There i s c o n f l i c t i n g evidence about time p e r i o d f o r 
occupants of Q u a r t e r s Number 1 from 1929 t h r o u g h 1934; however, 
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i t i s reasonably 
b i l l e t e d i n the 
B r i g a d i e r General 
(PAO, 1977: 7 ) . 

c e r t a i n t h a t the f o l l o w i n g persons were 
b u i l d i n g . From the end o f 1929 i n t o 1930, 
Charles J. Symmonds p r o b a b l y r e s i d e d t h e r e 

D u r i n g p a r t o f 1930, B r i g a d i e r General George 
Ba r n h a r t was a t e n a n t f o r a s h o r t time (PAO, 1985: 8 ) . B r i g a d i e r 
General Walter C. S h o r t i s b e l i e v e d to have r e s i d e d t h e r e t w i c e , 
i n 1930-1932 and a g a i n i n 1933-1934 (PAO, 1977: 8 ) . Major General 
Ewlng E. Booth and f a m i l y are b e l i e v e d to have occupied the house 
b r i e f l y i n the p e r i o d 1931-1932 (PAO, 1977: 7 ) . Major General 
Frank R. McCoy stayed t h e r e b e g i n n i n g i n 1932 and departed i n 
1933 or 1934. McMaster (1963) says he was Post 
Commander i n 1933 , and the E_l Paso He r a l d Post (May 
says he took command of the F i r s t C a v a l r y D i v i s i o n 
1934. His c o l o r f u l l i f e began i n 1872 and i n c l u d e d 
A s s i s t a n t Chief of the General S t a f f , Washington, 
S t a f f of the Eastern Department of 
New York, 
i n France, 
World War I ( E l Paso Times, Apr. 27, 1931 

1917 ; 
where 

I ( E l 

and D i v i s i o n 
29, 1936: 16) 
on March 16, 
p o s i t i o n s as 

D.C; Chief of 
Army, Governor's I s l a n d , 

C hief of S t a f f of the Seventy-Seventh D i v i s i o n 
he commanded s e v e r a l d e c i s i v e b a t t l e s d u r i n g 

t 

the 

1:2-3, 10:4). 

D u r i n g 1934-1936, B r i g a d i e r H a m i l t o n S. Hawkins occupied 
the house. He was Post and D i v i s i o n Commander i n 1936. He was 
born i n 1872, the son o f an e a r l i e r F o r t B l i s s Commander (1884-
1885), Major H a m i l t o n S. Hawkins. His s i s t e r was Mrs. Robert L. 
Howze, who had been m i s t r e s s of Quarters Number 1 from 1919-1925. 
During World War I , Hawkins was Chief of S t a f f o f the T h i r t y -
F i f t h D i v i s i o n . He was a hero of the P h i l i p p i n e Campaign and 
r e o r g a n i z e d the command s e r v i c e school a t F o r t R i l e y , Kansas. I n 

Robert McC. Beck, J r . moved October 1936, C o l o n e l and Mrs 
the house. He had served i n the c a v a l r y u n t i l World War I 
he had t r a n s f e r r e d to the i n f a n t r y ( E ^ Paso Times , Oct. 28 
5:2). Beck l e f t F o r t B l i s s on February 27, 1938 to 
o f f i c e o f the Chief of S t a f f i n Washington ( E ^ Paso Times , 

i n t o 
, when 
, 1936: 

j o i n the 
Feb. 

26, 1938 
Kenyon A. 
Jan. 5 , 
were West 
charge of 

From 1938 or 1939, B r i g a d i e r General and Mrs 
Paso Times 

1»5) 
Joyce occupied the house (PAO, 19 7 7 : 7 ; E_l 

1939: 1:1-2, 3:4). U n l i k e most of h i s predecessors, who 
P o i n t g r a d u a t e s , Joyce had r i s e n from the ranks to take 
the F i r s t C a v a l r y D i v i s i o n i n l i t t l e more than t h i r t y -

e i g h t years of s e r v i c e . He served as Post and D i v i s i o n commander 
i n 1939 (McMaster, 1963). Joyce l e f t F o r t B l i s s to assume d u t i e s 
as t a c t i c a l commander of the N i n t h Corps (E_l Paso Times , Oct. 21, 
1940: 10:5). Kenyon Joyce S t r e e t i n El Paso i s named a f t e r him. 
Occupants f o r the p e r i o d 1940 t o the p r e s e n t are l i s t e d i n F i g . 
11 . 
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The mos 
Persh i n g House" 
the h i s t o r i c 
year of i t s occ 
General James 
plaque, which 
Daughters of t h 
Times, Apr. 14, 
of the fondness 
former members 
s t r u c t u r e . 

t r e c e n t example of community a f f e c t i o n f o r "The 
was the d e d i c a t i o n o f a bronze plaque d e s i g n a t i n g 

importance of the s t r u c t u r e on the s e v e n t y - f 1 f t h 
upancy by " v e r y d i s t i n g u i s h e d i n d i v i d u a l s . " Major 
P. Maloney, F o r t B l i s s commander, accepted the 
had been a f f i x e d to Qua r t e r s Number 1 , by the 
e American R e v o l u t i o n , on A p r i l 15, 1985 ( E ^ Paso 
1985; Personal Observance). The event was t y p i c a l 
and r e s p e c t w i t h which E l Pasoans and pr e s e n t and 
of the American m i l i t a r y r e g a r d t h i s s i n g u l a r 

The b u i l d i n g , t h e r e f o r e , c o n t i n u e s to f u l l f i l i t s m i s s i o n 
w i t h the Army as i t d i d when i t was f i r s t c o n s t r u c t e d i n 1910. 
Al t h o u g h Quarters Number 1, i s n o t the o l d e s t b u i l d i n g a t F o r t 
B l i s s , i t was the f i r s t commanding o f f i c e r s ' 
f i r s t b u i l d i n g o f i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e , 
p r o v i d e d e s s e n t i a l l i v i n g and r e c r e a t i o n 
commanders and o t h e r o f f i c e r s s e r v i n g on the 
Mexican Border s i n c e i t s c o m p l e t i o n i n 1910. 
as a model f o r new c o n s t r u c t i o n i n E l Paso, 
b u i l d i n g s i n the l o c a l l y known h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t 
P iedras S t r e e t s , and i n l o c a l l y d e s i g n a t e d 

q u a r t e r s and the 
The b u i l d i n g has 
space f o r post 
U n i t e d S t a t e s and 
I t has a l s o served 

There are many 
of Montana and 
Sunset Heights 

H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t t h a t were b u i l t i n the e a r l y 1900s t h a t were 
copied from the a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e s i g n and shape of t h i s b u i l d i n g . 
Because of 
F o r t B l i s s ' 

t h i s . Q u a r t e r s Number 1, ( P e r s h i n g House) i s one of 
most I m p o r t a n t h i s t o r i c r e s o u r c e s . 
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B i b l i o g r a p h y 
B a l l , V i c t o r i a Kloss 

1980 A r c h i t e c t u r e and I n t e r i o r Design: Europe and 
America from the European Era to Today. John 
Wiley & Sons, NY 

B a t t l e , D 
1978 

G. 
H i s t o r i c S t r u c t u r e s R eport, B u i l d i n g 128, "Water 
Pumping S t a t i o n " , N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e , Santa Fe 

Bearss , Edwin 
1985 Personal Communication, Ch i e f H i s t o r i a n , N a t i o n a l 

Park S e r v i c e , Washington. 

Calderon, Ruben 
1985 Personal Communication, Family Housing Manager, 

F o r t B l i s s . 

Chamber of Commerce of E l Paso 
1985 P e r s o n a l Communication. A p r i l 1 1 , 1985, 

E l Paso. 

C h r i s t i a n , Garna Loy 
1977 Sword and Plowshare: The S y m b i o t i c Development of 

F o r t B l i s s and E l Paso, Texas 1849-1918. Ph'd 
D i s s e r t a t i o n , Texas Tech U n i v e r s i t y . 

Crego, A r t h u r Van V o o r l s 
N.D C i t y On the Mesa: The New F o r t B l i s s , 1890-1895. 

P u b l i c A f f a i r s O f f i c e , F o r t B l i s s . 

D i r e c t o r a t e of Personnel and Community A c t i v i t i e s 
1972 A Memorial, R e g i s t e r of F o r t B l i s s , Texas, F o r t 

B l i s s . 

E l Paso D a i l y Times 
A p r i l 6, 1914, 1:6; May 2, 1934, 1:7; 
A p r i l 30, 1914, 7:3; Aug. 24, 1929, 1:8; 
May 1 , 1930; Mar. 2 1 , 1982, 7B, E l Paso, Texas 

El Paso Herald 
A p r i l 25, 1910, 1; Aug. 27, 1915; Nov. 5, 1915; 
Nov. 6, 1915; Mar. 14, 1916; Aug. 28, 1918, 4:1, 
E l Paso, Texas 
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E l Paso Morning Times 
Aug. 27, 1914, 1: 1-5, E l Paso, Texas 

El Paso H e r a l d Post 
May 29, 1936, 16, E l Paso, Texas 

El Paso Times 
A p r i l 27, 1931, 1: 2-3, 10: 4; Oct. 28, 1936, 5:2; 
Feb. 26, 1938, 1:5; Jan. 5, 1939, 1: 1-2, 3-4; 
Oct. 2 1 , 1940, 10:5, El Paso, Texas. 

El Paso Chapter, American I n s t i t u t e o f A r c h i t e c t u r e 
1984 P o r t a l s a t the Pass: E l Paso Area 

A r c h i t e c t u r e to 1930. 

General Orders No. 25 
1890 L e t t e r From J.C. K e l t o n , A d j u t a n t General's O f f i c e , 

March 11, 1890, Washington. 

H i l t o n , J 
ca.l903 

M 
Map o f F o r t B l i s s , Texas. C o r r e c t i o n s to 1914 
Plans and S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n , E n g i n e e r i n g , F o r t 
B l i s s . 

Jamieson, P e r r y D 
1980 A Survey o f F o r t B l i s s , 1890-1940. 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n O f f i c e , F o r t B l i s s . 

Jones, H. Crampton C o l . ( R e t i r e d ) 
1985 Personal Communication. I n t e r v i e w by Dena H i r s c h , 

A p r i l 6, 1985. E l Paso. 

K i r k e r , H a r o l d 
1984 The Role of H i s p a n i c K i n s h i p s i n P o p u l a r i z i n g the 

Monterey S t y l e i n C a l i f o r n i a , 1836-1846. I n 
J o u r n a l o f the S o c i e t y o f A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n s , 
V o l . X L I I I , No.3, pp. 250-255, P h l l a . 

McMaster, Ri c h a r d K. 
1963 Musket, Saber, and M i s s i l e : A H i s t o r y of F o r t 

B l i s s . P r i v a t e P r i n t i n g , El Paso. 

Metz, Leon C. 
1981 F o r t B l i s s . Mangan Books, E l Paso. 
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Monitor 
1981 Feb. 12. 1981. F o r t B l i s s . 

Post Returns of F o r t B l i s s , Texas 
1916 Microcopy No. M617, R o l l No. 120, Jan. 1909- Dec. 

1916. N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s , On f i l e i n the P e r i o d i c a l s 
Department, L i b r a r y , U n i v e r s i t y o f Texas a t E l Paso 
El Paso. 

P u b l i c A f f a i r s O f f i c e (PAO) 
1977 P e r s h i n g House Brochure 

1977 and 1985. 
F o r t B l i s s 

Real P r o p e r t y Records 
1942 

Records of 
N.D. 

B u i l d i n g s and S t r u c t u r e s , Card F i l e 
the Real P r o p e r t y O f f i c e , B l d g . 480 

Records i n 
F o r t B l i s s . 

the O f f i c e of the Quartermaster General 
Re cord Group 92. N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s and Records 
Center, Washington. S e l e c t e d documents on f i l e 
i n t h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n O f f i c e , F o r t 
B l i s s . ( V a r i o u s d a t e s ) 

R i l e y , Mrs 
1985 

W i l l i a m Henry J r . 
Personal Communication, I n t e r v i e w by Dena H i r s c h , 
A p r i l 1 1 , 1985, F o r t B l i s s 

Robinson, W i l l a r d B. 
1974 Texas P u b l i c B u i l d i n g s of the N i n e t e e n t h Century 

U n i v e r s i t y of Texas Press, A u s t i n . 

Ruhlen, George ( C a p t a i n ) 
1890 L e t t e r , Nov. 2, 1890. F i l e 883, i n the S p e c i a l 

C o l l e c t i o n s Department, U n i v e r s i t y of Texas a t 
El Paso. 

1894 J o u r n a l (Record of E x p e n d i t u r e s ) . 
F i l e 883, S p e c i a l C o l l e c t i o n Department, 
L i b r a r y , U n i v e r s i t y o f Texas a t E l Paso. 

N.D S p e c i f i c a t i o n s o f the Labor and M a t e r i a l Required 
i n the C o n s t r u c t i o n o f O f f i c e r s Quarters a t the 
New Post, F o r t B l i s s , Near E l Paso, Texas. E l 
Paso P r i n t i n g Company, E l Paso. Ca. 1892. 
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Ruhlen, George 
1974 The Genesis of New F o r t B l i s s . I n Password, 

V o l . XIX, No. 4, E l Paso County H i s t o r i c a l 
S o c i e t y , E l Paso. 

Thomlinson, M. H. 
1945 The G a r r i s o n o f F o r t B l i s s , 1849-1916. 

Hertzog & R e s l e r , E l Paso. 

Sonnichsen, C. L. 
1968 Pass of the N o r t h : Four C e n t u r i e s on the 

Rio Grande. Texas Western Press, E l Paso. 

War Department 
1891 General Orders, No. 35. A d j u t a n t General's O f f i c e , 

March 3 1 , 1891, Government P r i n t i n g O f f i c e , 
Washington. 

1910 Annual Report of the S e c r e t a r y of War. Government 
P r i n t i n g O f f i c e , Washington. 

Ward, James C o l . ( R e t ) 
1985 Personal Communication. I n t e r v i e w by H e r b e r t C. 

Morrow, A p r i l , 1985, E l Paso. 

Who Was Who i n America 

1966 V o l . I , 1897-1942. Marquis, Chicago. 

1968 V o l . I V , 1961-1968. Marquis, Chicago. 

W i l l i a m s , Sergeant 
1985 P e r s o n a l Communication. I n t e r v i e w by Dena H i r s c h , 

P r o t o c o l O f f i c e , F o r t B l i s s . 
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F i g . 1 

Quarters Number 1 , East e l e v a t i o n ( f r o n t ) 

Hipped r o o f w i t h extended eaves over a two-
s t o r y verandah. 

FB 5421, Nov. 1977. On f i l e i n the Plans and 
S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n , E n g i n e e r i n g , F o r t B l i s s . 
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F i g . 2, 

Quarters Number 1, South e l e v a t i o n 

Side e l e v a t i o n of t w o - s t o r y verandah, and r e a r 
wing. • 

FB. 5421, Nov. 1977. On f i l e i n the Plans and 
S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n , E n g i n e e r i n g , F o r t B l i s s . 
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F i g . 3, 

Q u a r t e r s Number 1, West e l e v a t i o n 

Rear o f b u i l d i n g , r e a r wing and verandah. 

FB. 5421, Nov. 1977. On f i l e i n the Plans and 
S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n , E n g i n e e r i n g , F o r t B l i s s . 
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F i g . 4, 

Quarters Number 1, N o r t h e l e v a t i o n 

Two-story verandah, r e a r wing w i t h wood 
frame a d d i t i o n s . 

FB. 5421, Nov. 1977. On f i l e i n the Plans and 
S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n , E n g i n e e r i n g , F o r t B l i s s . 
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F i g . 5, 

Quarters Number 1, F i r s t F l o o r Plan 

C e n t r a l h a l l and p a r l o r p l a n . 

FB. 5421, Nov. 1977. On f i l e i n the 
Plans and S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n , E n g i n e e r i n g , 
F o r t B l i s s . 
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F i g . 6, 

Quarters Number 1, Second F l o o r Plan 

C e n t r a l h a l l and bedrooms 

FB. 5421, Nov. 1977. On f i l e i n the Plans and 
Se r v i c e s D i v i s i o n , E n g i n e e r i n g , F o r t B l i s s . 
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F i g . 7, 

Quarters Number 1, Roof Plan 

Hipped r o o f w i t h extended eaves, c e n t r a l dormer 
and r e a r wing. 

FB. 5421, Nov. 1977. On f i l e i n the Plans and 
S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n , E n g i n e e r i n g , F o r t B l i s s . 
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F i g . 8, 

Quarters Number 1, 

Door types 

FB. 5421, Nov. 1977. On f i l e i n the Plans and 
S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n , E n g i n e e r i n g , F o r t B l i s s . 



NPS Fom. 10-900-1 OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
inventory—Nomination Form 

continuation sheet Item number 

For NPS use 

received 

date entered 

Page 9 

0-

N 

SMeRit>AV» R0A-t> 

.oTTi. 



F i g . 9, 

Quarters Number 1, 

P l o t Plan of B u i l d i n g and Adjacent Streets 

FB. 4698, July 1970. On f i l e i n the Plans and 
Services D i v i s i o n , Engineering, Fort B l i s s . 
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228 SHERIDAN ROAD 
FORT BLISS 

TEXAS 
QUARTERS NO 1 

COL ALFRED C SHARPE 

1910-1911 

MG GEORGE V H MOSELEY 

1927-1929 

MG JOHN L HOMER DG CHARLES CANTRELL 

1946-1950 1964-1900 

COL EDWIN F GLENN 

1911-1912 

BG GEORGE BARNHART 

1930-1930 

BG JESMOND BALMER BG ROBERT N SAFFORD 

1910-1951 19C6-1968 

BG EDGAR Z STEEVER 

1912-1912 

BG WALTER C SHORT 

1930-1932 

BG FREDRIC I IAYDEN BG H J SCHROrDER. JR 

1951-1952 1909-1970 

COL FRANK WEST 

1912-1913 

MG FRANK R MC COY 

1932-1933 

BG HOBART HEWITT 

1952-1953 

BG L L LEECH. JR 

1970-1972 

BG HUGH L SCOTT 

1913-1914 

BG WALTER C SHORT 

1933-1934 

BG CYRUS O SHELTON 

1954-1954 

BG E E ROBERTS 

1972-1974 

BG JOHN J PERSHING 

1914-1916 

BG HAMILTON S HAWKINS 

1934-1936 

BG RALIEGH HENDRIX 

1954-1955 

BG R J LUNN 

1974-1976 

BG GEORGE BELL 

1916-1918 

COL ROBERT BECK 

1936-1938 

BG TOM V STAYTON 

1955-195G 

MG R J LUNN 

1976-1977 

BG JAMES J HORNBROOK 

1916-1919 

BG KENYON JOYCE 

1938-1940 

BG JOHN T SNODGRASS BG J D OBLINGER, JR 

1957-1959 1977-1979 

MG ROBERT L HOWZE 

1919-1925 

MG INNIS P SWIFT 

1940-1942 

BG GEORGE A CARVER BG A S C A N N O N . JR 

1959-1960 1980-1982 

BG J C CASTNER 

1925-1926 

CPT ALLEN H M C C O Y 

1943-1944 

BG WALLACE H ORUCKER 

1960-19G2 

BG S J HOEY 

1982-1904 

MG EDWIN G WINANS 
1926-1927 

WAC OFFICERS QUARTERS 

1944-1946 

BG J O H N H DALY 

1962-1964 

BG W H RILEY, JR 

1981-

A plitijuc H'hictt liitn^iH inside the entrance io Tlie I'er.sliin^j House lists the ahtn-e names of lite officTs 

wlio have lived there. 



F i g . 11, 

Quarters Number 1, (the Pershing House) 

L i s t of b i l l e t e d o f f i c e r s from 1910. 

Public A f f a i r s O f f i c e (1985: 8) 



WASO Form - 177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N S H E E T 

Quarters Number ) 
El Paso County 
TEXAS 

O rssubmission 
• nomination by person or local governnnent 
• owner objection 
n appeal 

FEB I 8 I98T 
Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: _^ . 
Date Due: y^//y /:r? -
Action: ApGEPT 

_i^:r6ETU RN 2 . A / / f 7 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency:. 

Substantive Review: jj^sample • request • appeal • NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Nomination returned for: _ I 5 t ^ d i n i c a l corrections cited below 

Recom./Criteri 
Reviewer 
Discipline. 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

Z Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 

Public Acquisit ion 
Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

d ] good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
CZI completeness 
• clarity 
Q alterations/integrity 
• dates 
1 I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

cn summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
CD clarity 
CJ applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed L / l / j C C l ( / ^ - ^ ^ J • / / ^ ^ ^ / ^ > / ^ y — ^ Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



WASO Form -177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

Quarters Number 1 
El Paso County 
TEXAS 

resubmission 
CD nomination by person or local government 
CD owner objection 
CD appeal 

Substantive Review: ^sample CD request 

1 ^ ^ T i i * * 

CD appeal 

Working No. / A fy ^ -Sri 

Fed. Reg. Date: _ 
Date Due: ^ V c A - / / S ^ ? , 
Action: ^ - - ^CEPT 

Federal Agency: 

.RETURN. 
REJECT_ 

U . -S. 

CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

c^Ari.hc^i **-Ayp£ Z^vie^ fr^^r\ S y j j f t n . f ^ h ^ , 

Recom./Criteria A c c e J - r h - A . C 

—- AtP ^ Reviewer  
DIsnipl inR H i ^TPr i c ^^ 

Date ifnin 
see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 

Public Acquisit ion 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CD unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

cn summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
• clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 





































CURTIS TWNELL 
EXECUnvE DIRECTOR 

T E X A S H I S T O R I C A L C O M M I S S I O N 
P.O.BOX .2276 S e p ^ ' J ' ^ ^ f (5.2,475-3092 

Roloert K. Frinic 
Cijlonel, Corps of Engineers 
Department of the Army 
Headquarters, U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Clenter and Fort Bliss 
Fort Bliss, TX 7SS16-6103 

Dear Col. Frin)c: 

We are pleased to inform you that Quarters Number 1, Fort Bliss at 228 
Sheridan Road in Fort Bliss, El Paso County, Texas w i l l be considered by 
the State Board of Review for nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Places at their meeting on October 19, 1985 at 9:30 A.M. in the 
Town Hall Meeting Room (mezzanine level) of the First Victoria National 
Bank Building, 101 South Main Street in Victoria, Texas. The National 
Register is the Federal Government's o f f i c i a l l i s t of historic properties 
worthy of preservation. Listing in the National Register provides 
recognition and assists in preserving our nation's heritage. Enclosed is 
a copy of the criteria under whidi properties are evaluated. 

Listing in the National Register results in the following for historic 
prc^rties: 

1. Consideration in planning for Federal, federally licensed, arxl 
federally assisted projects. Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 requires that Federal agencies allow the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation an opportunity to 
comment on a l l projects affecting historic properties listed in the 
National Register. For further information please refer to 36 CFR 800. 

2. Eli g i b i l i t y for Federal tax provisions. I f a property is listed in the 
National Register, certain Federal tax provisions may apply. The Economic 
Recovery Tax Reform Act of 1981, which revised the historic preservation 
tax incentives authorized by Congress in the Tax Reform Act of 1976, the 
Revenue Act of 1978, and the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980, provides 
for a 25% investment tax credit for rehabilitating historic conmercial, 
industrial arxi rental residential buildings instead of a 15 or 20% credit 
available for rehabilitation of non*historic buildings more than thirty 
years old. This can be confined with a 15-year cost recovery period for 
the adjusted basis of the building. Certified structures with certified 
rehabilitations receive additional tax savings because owriers are allowed 
to reduce the basis by one half the amount of the credit. The Tax 
Treatment Extension Act of 1980 provides Federal tax deductions for 



charitable contributions for conservation purposes of partial interests in 
historically important land areas or stu;uctures. For further infonrfation 
please refer to 36 CFR 67. 

3. Consideration of historic values in the decision to issue a surface coal 
mining permit where coal is located, in accord with the Surface Mining and 
Control Act of 1977. For further information please refer to 30 CFR 700 et 
seq. 

4. Qualification for Federal grants for historic preservation when funds are 
available. Presently funding is unavailable. 

Owners of private properties nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places have an opportunity to concur in or object to l i s t i n g in 
accord with the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 60. Any owner 
or partial owner of private property who chooses to object to l i s t i n g may 
submit to the State Historic Preservation Officer a notarized statement 
certifying that the party is the sole or partial owner of the private 
property and objects to the l i s t i n g . Each owner or partial owner of 
private property has one vote regardless of what part of the property that 
party owns. I f a majority of private property owners object a property w i l l 
not be listed; however, the State Historic Preservation Officer shall 
submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National Register for a 
determination of the e l i g i b i l i t y of the property for l i s t i n g in the 
National Register. I f the property is then determined eligible for 
l i s t i n g , although not formally listed. Federal agencies w i l l be required 
to allow the Advisory Courxril on Historic Preservation an opportunity to 
conroent before the agency may fund, license, or assist a project which 
w i l l affect the property. I f you choose to object to the l i s t i n g of 
your property, the notarized objection must be submitted to Curtis 
Tunnell, Executive Director, Texas Historical Ccnrnission, P.O. Box 12276, 
Austin, Texas, 78711 by October 17, 1985. 

I f you wish to comment on whether the property should be nominated to the 
National Register, please serxi your comments to the above address. 
Comments must be received before the State Board of Review considers this 
nomination on October 19, 1985. A copy of the nomination and information 
on the National Register arxd Federal tax provisions is also available from 
the above address upon request. 

S i n c e r e l y ^ / | ; f ^ . - ^ ^ ^ 

CC: Jonathan Rogers, Mayor / / I i 
Pat O'Rourlce, Co. Judge Q p p e ^ n ^ r e c t o r ^ 

National Register Programs 
JO/mc 
Enclosure 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
O F F I C E O F T H E C H I E F O F E N G I N E E R S 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20314-1000 

February 10, 1987 

Buildings and Grounds 

R E P L Y T O 
A T T E N T I O N O F : 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Chief, National Register Branch 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

This l e t t e r transmits the nomination of Quarters 1, 
Pershing House, Fort B l i s s , Texas, to the National Register 
of H i s t o r i c Places f o r l i s t i n g . 

The Texas State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer has 
concurred with the nomination and signed block 12. Copies 
of the l o c a l n o t i f i c a t i o n was sent by the Texas SHPO i n 
accordance with 36 CFR 60.9(c). 

This nomination has been signed by the U.S. Department 
of the Army's Federal Representative, Mr. Paul W. Johnson, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army ( I n s t a l l a t i o n s and 
Housing). 

Please inform Dr. Constance Ramirez, Hi s t o r i c 
Preservation O f f i c e r , (272-0867), when t h i s property i s 
l i s t e d on the National Register. 

Sincerely, 

'. Watling ^ Jward T. Watling 
Chief, F a c i l i t i e s Engineering Division 
Office, Assistant Chief of Engineers 

Enclosure 

FEB I 8 I98T 



ROUTING AND TRANSMITTAL SLIP 

TO: (Name, office symt30l, room number, 
buU^ng. AgencvJPost) 

1- /0/i / ^ e^y^h-'ji 

2. 

3. 

Action File Note and Return 

Approval For Clearance Per Conversation 

ly ' ^s Requested For Correction Prepare Reply 

Circulate iy "fox Your Information See Me 

Comment Investigate Signature 

Coordination Justify 

REMARKS 

/ /^/^/ J (dlJ^ y-r/^^ ^^ift; iy^/< ^^y 

DO NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences tJispyosals. 
clearances, and similar actions 

FROM:fName, org. symbol, Agency/Post) Room No.—Bldg. 

Phone No 

5041-102 

GPO : 1985 O - 485-151 

OPTIONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76) 
Priscribtd by GSA 
FPMR(41 CFR) 101 11.206 



Oh A/ -^/^ SidfiLod^ 1*^ 

^ T ( ^ ^ / v i * / <^ '^/''^''j 

c^(/^< 



COMMANDER 
U.S. ARMY AIR DEFENSE ARTILLERY CENTER AND FORT BLISS 

DIRECTORATE OF ENGINEERING AND HOUSING 
ATTN: ATZC-DEH-E 

FORT BLISS, TEXAS 79916 

Official Business 

Penalty for Private Use, $300 

Postage and Fees Paid 

Mr. Bruce Noble 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 APR 9I9RT 

8 7 
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