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Property No. 20
Historic Resources of Stamford

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identification number, STA-120
Name of property- A.J. Swenson House

Address of property- 511 E. Oliver

Owner of property- B.H. Connally

Owner's Address— 511 E. Oliver
Stamford, TX 79553

Acreage—- Less than one acre

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) Original Town;
Block 120, E. 1/2 of Lot 5, Lots 6, 7

UMM Coordinates— 14/425520 /3645600

Descri?im (altered, fair condition)

e A.J. Swenson House at 511 E. Oliver was built in 1905 and displays
Queen Anne massing and Classical features on a basically square, wood-frame
house. Details such as the bay windows, the asymmetrical porch, and the
elaborate dormer, appear grafted into a relatively simple structure.

The two-story house has an almost pyramidal roof line with a minimal
ridge. Changes in plan are provided by two-story, hipped-roof bays at each
rear corner and a gabled dormer at the front of the house. Each ridge
section of the roof is capped by a metal fleur-de-lis finial, while a brick
chimney exits from the slope of the main roof.

The wood-shingled and gabled dormer is the most elaborate feature of
the house, having an extended, bracketed roof line and a recessed arch
framing a Palladian window. A small shingled and railed balconet of
semicircular shape projects from the main roof at the base of the dormer.

The front facade of the house is unbroken except for a small
second-story bay window directly below the dormer. A full-width one-story
porch is the dominant feature of the house. The asymmetrical porch has a
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semicircular entry feature similar to that on Colonial Revival houses. Classical
detailing includes Ionic columns which support the porch, the simple balustrade
pattern at floor level and along part of the roof line, and dentil molding along the
cornice. Additions and modifications are largely limited to the rear of the building.
It is located in an older residential neighborhood.

Significance: state level, architecture and ranching, 1905

The A.J. Swenson House, 511 E. Oliver, possesses both historical significance and
architectural merit. A.J. Swenson, nephew of SMS Ranch owner S.M. Swenson, came to
Texas in 1881 and arrived in Jones County to work for his uncle in 1889. In 1894 he
took over Swenson's Ellerslie Ranch, then in 1897 became superintendent of all SMS
Ranch holdings. 1In 1922, A.J. became manager of the entire Swenson Land and Cattle
Company, a position he held until 1946.

In 1905, A.J. Swenson decided to build a suitable residence in the town he helped
create. A large two-story dwelling was constructed with both Queen Anne and classical
features. This home served the Swensons well as a house sufficiently large to raise
five sons, and as an edifice suitable for a leading citizen of the city. Following
A.J.'s death in 1953, the house changed hands and has suffered from neglect, although
it still retains its early 20th-century visage and its unusual blend of élassical and

Queen Anne styling.

Because of its historical association with the Swensons and its unusual architectural
characteristics, this structure stands as one of Stamford's most historic structures.
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