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Property No. 12 

Historic Resources of Stamford 

Stcimford Historic Structures Survey Identificaticn number, srA-087 

Name of property- Residence, 501 N. Swenscn 

Address of property- 501 N. Swenson 

Owner of p r c ^ r t y - Mrs. Olivia Williamson 

Owner's Address- 501 N. Swenson 

Stamford, TX 79553 

Acreage- Less than one acre 

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) Original Tbwn; 

Block 90, Lots 1, 2 

\ j m Coordinates- 14/424920/3645860 

Description (unaltered, good condition) 
The small frame house at 501 N. Swenson is typiceil of the type of 

permanent housing f i r s t b u i l t in Stamford. I t is an example of the 
simplified Queen Anne style popular in the late nineteenth century and 
b u i l t i n Vfest Texas as late as the eeurly 1900s. 

The house has a central, hipped and wood-shingled section with two 
projecting gables forming an L-shaped plan. A small shed addition at the 
recur and an asymmetrical comer porch ccanplete the structure. 

TVro decorative elements add a Queen Anne look to an otherwise simple 
structure. The gable ends have a full-shingled retum, wide bargeboards, 
and decorative shingle siding. A suriburst-pattemed panel accents each 
gable. 

This small attached porch has tumed columns, a spindle frieze, and 
decorative brackets a l l ccntributing to a modest, but intact, version of 
late Victorieui styling. 

The house is located i n a mixed residential/commercial area on U.S. 
Hwy 277. 
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Significance; local level, curchitecture. c. 1905 
The small house at 501 N. Swenson is a good exeimple of a small freune 

dwelling b u i l t i n Stamford i n i t s f i r s t few years, and one of the few 
surviving exaunples of the simplified Queen Anne style in the c i t y . I t i s 
even more unusual i n that i t has survived eight decades of use with l i t t l e 
or no alteraticHi. 

This dwelling was b u i l t between 1900 and 1908, probably between 1904 
and 1906. The sin^jlified Queen Anne style was beginning to lose popularity 
during that period, and few such stmctures were being b u i l t in Stamford, 
especially small ones. Thus this house was unusual v^en ccxistructed, eind 
i t is quite reure in Stamford today. 

The fact that this l i t t l e house is v i r t u a l l y original in every detail 
adds to i t s r a r i t y . I t is the only small, simplified Queen Anne, 
unaltered, and next-deteriorated excur^le in the c i t y . As such i t stcinds as 
one of tihe town's more significant dwellings. 
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Reviewer 
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see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

CU good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

• ruins 

• unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

• altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Checl< and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completgjg, , , ^ 
I I clarity 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
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• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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