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Property No. 9
Historic Resources of Stamford

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identification number, STA-061
Name of property- 0ld H.O. Wooten Grocery Co./A.C. Humphrey Warehouse

Address of property- 128. E. Rotan

Owner of property- A.C. Humphrey

Owner's Address-— 128 E. Rotan
Stamford, TX 79553

Acreage—- Less than one acre

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) Original Town;
Block 34, Lots 2, 3, 4, 5

UMM Coordinates— 14 /425060/3645040

DescriEEicn (altered, good condition)

A.C. Humphrey Warehouse is the most interesting and best preserved
of Stamford's early twentieth-century facilities. The brick structure was
built as a grocery warehouse about 1916.

The solid brick walls are divided into bays by piers. The brick wall
between each pier has a corbeled cornice and both string courses and sill
courses.

Small arched windows pierce the wall in the upper portion of the
high-ceilinged interior space to allow natural lighting. On three sides of
the building, larger one-over-one wood-framed windows with relieving arches
provide additional lighting and ventilation.

' On the remaining side, wooden steps allow access to a wooden loading
" dock and the entrance to the office. Two sets of sliding, braced doors
open wide for easy loading and unloading. A flat wooden awning shelters
the entire dock and is tied to the main structure by wooden beams
supplemented with steel rods.

The Warehouse is located near the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad
tracks in a commercial/industrial area south of the town square.
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Significance: local level, architecture, c. 1917

The A.C. Humphrey Warehouse was built between 1913 and 1922, but most
likely in 1916 or 1917. It serves as a historical reminder of the
flourishing wholesale grocery trade which emerged in Stamford before World
War I, and is the best surviving example of commercial masonry work in the
city.

During Stamford's first three or four decades of existence it
developed a healthy wholesale grocery industry. The T.M. Radford Campany
arrived in 1904, the H.O. Wooten Grocery Company opened in 1905,
Waples-Platter Company in 1909 and the Walker Smith Campany in 1915. The
H.O. Wooten Grocery Company decided to expand its operations, and in 1916
purchased the lots which the present building occupies. Soon thereafter
they built this large and handsome structure.

Although this building was essentially a warehouse, the campany spent
extra money to construct an ornate structure which was built by skilled
craftsmen from quality materials. Many of Stamford's early commercial
structures were built of similar materials at a similar or higher level of
craftsmanship. Regrettably, most of these buildings are either gone or
heavily modified (usually stuccoed), so that the high-quality brickwork is
now obliterated. The A.C. Humphrey Warehouse is the last, and largest,
remaining example of high-quality commercial masonry left in the city, as
well as being the best preserved and best built of all Stamford's surviving
warehouse structures.
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