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Property No. 7 

Historic Resources of Stcimford 

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identificaticn nuntoer, srA-036 

Name of property- First Baptist Church 

Address of p r c ^ r t y - E. Oliver and N. Swenson 

Owner of p r c ^ r t y - First Baptist Church 

Owner's Mdress- P.O. Box 24 

Stesnford, TX 79553 

Acreage- Less t±ian c»ie acre 

Verbal Boundary Description- {hegal Description) Original Tbwn7 

Block 10, Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

UTM Coordinates- 14/425000/3645540 

Description (altered, good condition) 
The 1908 St:amford First Baptist Church is a massive, domed structiare 

b u i l t on a Greek Cross form. T̂ ie buff brick building rises from a dark, 
brown-brick, rusticated water table. Four large gabled roofs oover the 
arms of the cross below the domed portion of the building. TV#o-storied, 
flat-roofed, squaured entrances are found at eacii comer of the building. 

Classical influoices are found i n the pilaster strips on the secondary 
facades, the plain metal cornice, and the d a i t i l moldings v^ich appeeu: at 
various locaticais on the building. "nTe large stained-glass winti>ws on the 
north side of the structure are surrounded by a large segmental-arch 
opening flanked by two brick piers. Omamental brick work adds textural 
interest to the building. 

Changes to the building included the ccmtpDsition shingles covering the 
majority of the domed portion eind the gabled roofs. Plexiglass now covers 
all the stained-glass windows. Aluminum freuned doors have been added tx> 
all the oomer entrances, whicii apparently were once open. 
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The 1932 section of the building i s a two-story educational building east of 
the 1908 building. I t s b u f f - b r i c k , dark-brown water table and concrete cornice are 
intended to relate to the older building. The 1960 addition i s r e l a t i v e l y harmonious 
in scale, design, and materials, but i s should be considered non-contributing because 
of i t s recent age. 

Significance; l o c a l l e v e l , architecture, 1908, 1932, 1960. 
The F i r s t Baptist Church i n Stamford i s an important complex of structures with 

both ar c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l significance. I t i s the reli g i o u s home for one of 
the town's e a r l i e s t and largest congregations, and i s also a good example of the large-
scale, c l a s s i c a l l y influenced church building. 

The F i r s t Baptist Church was organized i n Stamford i n early 1900. Temporary 
f a c i l i t i e s were used at f i r s t , then a small structure was b u i l t i n late 1900 or 1901. 
By 1908 the congregation had grown and prospered enough to i n i t i a t e a new structure. 
Ten leading members of the church each pledged $1,000 for construction, and work began 
i n early 1908. The building was completed i n 1909 and stood as one of the c i t y ' s most 
elaborate and expensive structures. Twenty-six years l a t e r , i n 1932, the overcrowded 
congregation once again decided to expand by constructing a two-story educational 
wing behind the main chapel, on the east side of the l o t . This two-building complex 
served the needs of the congregation u n t i l the l a t e 1950s. In 1960 a new educational 
wing was added to the south of the old main building, completing the present F i r s t 
Baptist Church complex. 

The F i r s t Baptist complex has served as the s p i r i t u a l home for a large part of 
Stamford's population f o r generations. I t has been the focal point f o r one of the c i t y ' s 
largest r e l i g i o u s denominations and i s a well-known lo c a l landmark. 

Not only i s t h i s complex important h i s t o r i c a l l y , i t has a great deal of architec­
t u r a l merit. I t i s a good example of the Classical influence which i s rare i n Stamford, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n large buildings. Use of t h i s s t y l e with i t s classical features makes 
the main church building one of the most imposing structures i n town. The 1932 educational 
building, which also has a h i n t of classical s t y l i n g , adds to the mass and imposing nature 
of the complex. 

The mildly altered structure, with i t s long history and landmark status, as wel l 
as i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l merit, undoubtedly ranks as one of Stamford's most important c u l ­
t u r a l resources. 
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Name 
State 

Stamford Multiple Resource Area 
Jones County, 

SuSs^antlTa 

Nomination/Type of Review 

'1. Astin, J.P., House 

1̂2. Buena Vista Hotel 

3, Bunkley, Dr. E.P., 
House and Garage 

i r s t Baptist Church 

Date/Signature / uate/aignaiure 

Attest 

AiS»«i«=EtTa I,vl^eeper f j t u J ' / l i J , ^ ^ j ^ / ^ 

Attest SjUict,^ . iltr^^ ^ j/^hi^ 

{deeper odU^'-i^^-^'f^^-iC^ ^A^Ju 
^tlonai ^ 

Attest 

eeper 

Attest &A^*c£/ 

5. House at 501 North Swenson ^^ioSl^Re^te. "^fe^Per jPiL^-^^^^y^y 9;/l//u 

Attest 

6. House at 502 South Orient daS»*im^'l»i i- ^Keeper (^J^XAMII ArLbU<^0 O.^^jd'^ 

Attest £.yu4Aid.4ltiiL^^. jj^p^ 

7. House at 610 Oliver ]^f^per pdU^^^^~^...^/^^o^ 
Rational Eegistw: 

Attest 

'̂'8, House at 709 East Reynolds ^ l^,^!/Keeper jdjuA dlMu^ fhl^h 

- Attest 
Detaralnea "El 

at 710 East McHarg Su^siwjUjrfl l i « 3 ^ K e e p e r <ii\lc]hl̂  f a J j J J l ^ A i ' ^ V'^^^^ 

Attest ^A.u^'^. " ^ ^ ^ ^ Y ^ / ^ ^ 

eeper lAxuliA^ ^^l^is 

DOE/OW[v{ER OBJECTIOM ^ 

•i'-ĵ O. House at 719 East Reynolds Sub»lud:ljr« 

Attest -UMm.k ^ ^ ^ y 'j/^h(4 
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resubmission 
d l nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
CU appeal 

^ sample Substantive Review: • request appeal 

Working No 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: 
Action: _JirACCEPT _ 

RETURN. 
REJECT_ 

Federal Agency: 

CZI NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: rU^ F , r i i Q'^phii ck^rcA i s «v re.f^ cj>6m«<t 
Ct^ssi^ll, ,nfi^c»^»J *-<-c^/e<Xtfl, /A S^,^/,r J . J}.^ ct^rcA ^ cdd^d 

cn^ ;o / y j Z "^"^ ^ t ^ - f , r j ^ ^dd.^.r, -fi. Hi /o/fe 4 ^ f ^ . U of 

<^On - Co** //"' 

Recom./Criteria /jcccpj- Q 
Reviewer _^^!i^T[MM^IK. 
Disc ip l ine / / l i f e : . ^^^ ^ 

Date. 
ie /7i i tc I I 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? CD yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

CD unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

altered 

Chock one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterationsAntegrity 
• dates 
CD boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness ^ 
CD clarity 
EH applicable criteria 
CZI justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
ZD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

GPO 91 6-450 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 















Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 6 4 0 0 0 8 5 4 


