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Property No. 3

Historic Resources of Stamford

Stamford Historic Structures Survey Identification number, STA-010
Name of property- SMS Building/Berry Furniture

Address of property- 101 S. Wetherbee/210 E. McHarg

Owner of property-  Swenson Ranches Partnership

Owner's Address-— P.0O. Box 551
Stamford, Texas 79553

Acreage— Less than one acre

Verbal Boundary Description- (Legal Description) Original Town;
Block 22, Iots 1, 2

UM Coordinates- 14/425100/3645280

Description (altered, good condition)

The Swenson Land and Cattle Campany Building contains both the Swenson
offices and a retail lease space. Because frontage on the town square was
potentially valuable to a commercial venture, the office portion is located
at the eastern end of the building (facing E. McHarg) while the store faces
S. Wetherbee.

The one-story and basement building is constructed of tile with stone
veneer on the three facades readily visible, and brick veneer on the hidden
south side. The stone came from nearby Lueders. The roof structure and
floors are of wood.

The ornamentation on the building is restrained yet elegant, befitting

the Swenson Company's status in the community. A simple cornice provides

. continuity between the office and retail portions of the building, as do
the regularly spaced piers along the building. The retail facade is
primarily glass, allowing easy viewing of merchandise in the show windows.
One side bay originally contained an entrance with double glass—paneled
doors. The other side bays originally consisted of two sheets of plate
glass, topped by a wide wooden transom bar. The three-sectioned transams
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(each section having three lites) in each bay included an operable, screened, central
section. The original storefront was much like the sidebays, but included a recessed
entry way. A simple awning and sign completed the commercial portion of the building.

The office section is more closed, in keeping with its less public function. Its
three bays are covered in stone decorated in classical motifs. Two sections contain
Palladian windows, while a door takes the place of the central window in the third bay.
According to historic photos, the lintels of these windows match the height, width, and
shape of the transom bars of the commercial section. The words "Swenson Land and
Cattle Co." and "SMS Ranch" (using the reversed S and undulating M of the Swenson brand)

are etched in the frieze.

Few changes have been made to the building since its construction. The Lueders
stone has darkened considerably. The wooden office windows are now covered by metal-
framed storm windows, and metal awnings have been placed over each door. Unfortunately,
the original retail entryway has been filled in with stone and new aluminum and glass
doors, while the transoms have been covered with corrugated metal. However, the outlines
of the original entry are visible in the pressed-metal interior ceiling and can easily
be reconstructed. Aside from this alteration, the basic structure of the building has
not changed over the past five decades.

Significance: state level, architecture, ranching, 1927-Nichol and Campbell, architects;
C.S. and C.B. Oats, contractors.

The Berry Furniture/Swenson (SMS) Land and Cattle Company Building is one of the
most significant structures in the city. It is an architecturally sophisticated build-
ing, as well as the main local offices for the SMS Land and Cattle Company, Stamford's
most historically significant commercial venture.

This building was constructed in 1927 and early 1928 to replace the original Stamford
Townsite Company land sales office, built on this location in 1902. The new facility
was designed to contain profit-making commercial space in the front two thirds of the
building and to house the SMS Land and Cattle Company's local office in the rear third.
The SMS Company felt that an expensive and durable structure was warranted, one that would
uphold thier image as an important element in the local economy. Thus the company com-
missioned a sophisticated and unusual building. The entire project was a local affair,
as the firm of Nichol and Campbell, Architects, of Abilene designed the structure while
the contractors were C.S. and C.B. Oats, also of Abilene.

The Swenson Land and Cattle Company (SMS Ranches) is one of the great ranching enter-
prises in Texas. In the Handbook of Texas (1952), the four SMS ranches were said to
occupy considerable portions of twelve counties in western Texas comprising more than
3000,000 acres. The SMS Building achieves statewide significance as the principal head-
quarters for many years of the Swenson Ranches.
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The Berry Furniture/SMS Building is one of the most elaborately
designed and finely crafted structures in the city. Its understated
elegance reflects the SMS Company's conservative, yet impressive, economic
and commercial position in the area. It is not a flamboyant building, but
is exceedingly well built and full of details only apparent to the close
and thoughtful observer. It is an important structure, not only in
Stamford but in the region and state as well.
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Historic Resources of Stamford, Texas
Jones County, Texas

Photo 1985 by Don Abbe, neg. with Texas
Historical Commission, Austin

Property No. 3 (STA-010), SMS Building/
Berry Furniture, looking NW

Photo 8 of 41.






Historic Resources of Stamford, Texas
Jones County, Texas

Photo 1985 by Don Abbe, neg. with Texas
Historical Commission, Austin

Property No. 3 (STA-010), SMS Building/
Berry Furniture, looking SE

Photo 9 of 4l.
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