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1. Name

historic Prospect Hill Missionary Baptist Church

and-or common Prospect Hill Baptist Church

2. Location

street & number 1601 Buena Vista

N/Anot for publication

city, town San Antonio N/A. vicinity of
state Texas code 048 county Bexar code 029
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
__ district ___ public X occupied ____ agriculture — museum
X _ building(s) X private — unoccupied — commercial — park
____structure ___both ____ work in progress ___ educational ____ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —religious
____ object N/A_in process _X yes: restricted —___ government ___ scientific

; — being considered — yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation

e D — military X other: Apartments

4. Owner of Property

name Prospect Hill Joint Venture

street & number 411 Sixth Street

city, town San Antonio N/A vicinity of

state Texas 78215

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bexar County Courthouse

street & number

city, town San Antonio

state Texas

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

(1) San Antonio Historic Landmark

title (2) Historic Sites Inventory has this property been determined eligible? _yes _X no
(1) 1978
date (2) 1985 ___federal (2) state ___ county (1) local
(1) San Antonio Preservation Office
depository for survey records (7) Texas Historical Commission
(1; San Antonio
city,town (2) Austin state Texas




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X _ excellent ____deteriorated __X unaltered __X original site
——good | —__ruins _X altered ___moved date N/A
kS %y " ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Prominently sited on Buena Vista, a major arterial street through San Antonio, the
Prospect Hill Baptist Church is the largest ecclesiastical structure in the neighbor-
hood and dominates its once prosperous late-Victorian environment. The church was
designed by Arkansas architect Henry J. Harker and built in 1911 by San Antonio con-
tractor Arthur A. Evins. Stylistically it represents a sophisticated marriage between
Beaux Arts forms and a Classically inspired decorative vocabulary that was rarely used
with such elegance in San Antonio. The exterior of the church has been restored;
the dome, which was destroyed by fire, is being reconstructed, and the interior has
been adapted for use as apartments for the elderly. Although the surrounding historic
neighborhood is still largely residential, Buena Vista street is a mixed commercial/
residential arterial.

Built in 1911, the monumentally proportioned and Beaux Arts-influenced Prospect
Hill Baptist Church is a raised, two-story, rectangular structure with load-bearing
walls of buff-colored brick. Through scale and siting at the corner of Buena Vista
and South San Jacinto streets, the church dwarfs most other buildings in the neighbor-
hood. It is located in the near West End, a late-Victorian neighborhood originally
called Prospect Hill. The building occupies three lots on a gentle hill rising west
from Alazan Creek, which divides Prospect Hill from the city's central district.
Oriented along an east-west axis, the structure faces east towards the heart of the city.

Unlike most Baptist churches, the sanctuary and educational wing were designed
and built at the same time. The structure exhibits two primary elevations with the
main (east) facade fronting South San Jacinto and the secondary facade facing Buena
Vista. Access to each is gained via two limestone and brick staircases located at
the corners of each elevation and ascending eight feet above grade to double-door
entrances.

Twins in most respects, the primary facades are three-part compositions divided
by projecting pilasters into a dominant central bay and flanking side bays. The cen-
tral bays are each marked by an expansive two-story, round-arch window with upper and
lower banks of five windows each. These compound-arch openings originally carried
stained glass and marked the interior location of the main auditorium. The outer bays
of each facade are pierced by matching stilted-arch doors above which hang single oculi.

The full-height pilasters of the primary facades contribute to the monumentality
of the structure and carry the eye aloft to a high parapet. The parapet rises to a
crest above each central bay and exhibits an open Bible carved in low relief. The
parapet is further animated with a succession of cornice lines executed in stone which
form distinct shadow lines and abstractly recall a Classical entablature. A low saucer
dome with lantern rising gently above the high parapet crowns the building.

The education wing is attached to the west of the main building and exhibits
a slightly different articulation of features from that of the main and secondary
church facades. Projecting forward from the south elevation some 2.5 feet, the‘annex
is also divided into a three-part composition via full-height pilasters which rise
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above the parapet. Five windows pierce the wall at basement, ground and upper levels:
three in the central bays and oneeach in the side bays. The windows are flat arched
at basement and ground levels, round arched with label stops at the upper level, and
recall a Richardsonian motif. The high parapet is repeated on the education wing and
exhibits the same suggestion of a Classical entablature. Its central section is orna-
mented by a cornice with geometric carving.

The west elevation of the annex repeats the form and detail of the south annex
facade, but presents a wider dimension, thus allowing for an additional two for a total
of seven windows in each of three rows. Projecting pilasters divide this facade into
central and side bays.

The north elevation lacks the pilasters of the other facade, and is defined by
three rows of 10 windows each. The raised parapet with stone crest and open Bible
occur again here, as does a segmentally arched entrance with oculus above, located at
the northeast corner.

When the church was completed in 1911, a South Texas Baptist publication edito-
rially referred to it as 'the best arranged workshop seen in the state.'" A photograph
of the church interior accompanying that article lends substance to this enthusiastic
endorsement. Based on the Akron Plan, Harker's design for the interior featured large
main and secondary auditoriums separated by a moveable partition, concentric rows of
curved pews, an elaborate baptistery, a dome with spandrels painted with foliate
designs, 18 classrooms, and a basement.

In 1973, when the building was serving as a community center, a fire occurred on
the second floor of the education annex and caused extensive damage to non-load-bearing
parts of the interior. In 1980, a second fire damaged the main auditorium, causing
the dome to collapse and destroying the interior finishes. The exterior of the building
was not damaged during the fire but, before 1983, was in a deteriorated condition
caused by neglect.

Exterior restoration began in July 1983. It has included cleaning and repointing
the masonry, filling the units of the arched windows of the primary facades with new
wooden-casement windows set into original wooden frames, removing and cleaning the
original leaderheads, and reconstructing the dome.

The interior has been converted into apartments for qualifying low-income elderly
residents. The exterior restoration and interior adaptation are complete, while
reconstruction of the dome is underway.
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.8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

____prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning __ _ landscape architecture_x _ religion

___1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic - conservation ——law —__ science

__1500-1599 _X _ agriculture -__.economics ___ literature __ sculpture

. 1600-1699 _____ architecture —_.. education - military —___ social/

1700-1799 ____art —  engineering —__ music humanitarian

—1800-1899 ____ commerce .. exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater

X 1900- ____ communications .. industry ____ politics/government ___ transportation
. invention ____ other (specify)

Arthur A. Evins

Specific dates 1911 Builder/Architect § -~ Haitisn

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Among the earliest Baptist missions established in San Antonio, the Prospect Hill
Baptist Church is the second-oldest permanent Baptist structure in the city. When it
was built in 1911, it was the largest and one of the most prestigious Baptist churches
in San Antonio. Today it is still among the most pretentious examples of Baptist
architecture in that city dating from the period 1861-1925. Prospect Hill was built
under the pastorship of T. V. Neal, a Baptist teacher and preacher prominent in Texas
and Southern Baptist circles during the early decades of this century. The scale of
the church, its ecclesiastical service to the area for five decades, followed by its
neighborhood service as a community center, have together made the building a social
as well as a visual landmark.

The Baptists were slow to gain a foothold in San Antonio, in part due to the Catholic
preference of its dominant Hispanic population during the 19th century. Although the
First Baptist Church was established in 1861, it remained the only Baptist congregation
in the city for almost thirty years.

By the late 1880s the climate for Baptist missionary work had changed. Between
the years 1888 and 1891, one African, one Mexican and the first four Anglo Baptist
missions are known to have been established, the latter by the First Baptist Church.
One of these was the Prospect Hill Baptist Church, organized on September 10, 1891, in
the developing neighborhood of Prospect Hill just west of the city.

Prospering Prospect Hill was an excellent location for the growth-conscious Baptists.
The frequency of late Victorian frame dwellings in Prospect Hill today indicates that
by the turn of the century, residential development was progressing strongly. Early
members of the church, such as San Antonio notable Herbert Kokernot, a prominent cattle-
man, indicate an upper-middle-class congregation, while the professions of other members
of the church living nearby indicate a similar socio-economic stratum for the area.

The earliest Prospect Hill church services were held in a frame dwelling located
on West Commerce Street. In February of 1898, church trustees purchased two lots from
August Forcke on Buena Vista and South San Jacinto streets. In January 1906, one more
adjacent lot was acquired to comprise a quarter of a city block. The first Prospect
Hill church building was a one-story, frame structure in a Greek-cross plan with tower
and Gothic-arch windows. It was present on the Buena Vista property by 1904, and was
moved when construction began on the new sanctuary in January of 1911.

The Building Committee for the new church was composed of 25 congregation members
including the pastor. Active among that group was Will W. Sloan, who had established
a successful undertaking business in the city and for years was active in local Baptist
mission work, donating land and helping to organize missions. Other prominent committee
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members were J. P. Ward, president of Gebhardt Chili Powder Company, J. E. Wells,
a lawyer and founder of a leading abstract and title company in San Antonio, and A. I.
Worley, who later served as Chairman of the Construction Committee.

Thomas Valentine Neal, pastor of the Prospect Hill church, served as chairman of
the Building Committee. Neal became pastor of the church in 1907. Born in Ceorgia
in 1879, and ordained in 1897, he took his first degree in 1902 from Howard Payne
College. He then studied for a year at Southern Seminary before embarking on the Pros-
pect Hill pastorship. Neal served the church for nine years until 1916.

During his pastorship, Neal exhibited the administrative and organizational gifts
that marked the entirety of his lengthy and prominent career. Under his leadership,
the church congregation almost trebled. With his congregation, Neal established at
least one and possibly two missions. As chairman of the Building Committee, Neal
steered the congregation through much of the building campaign for the new meeting-
house. He was simultaneously active in local Baptist politics, holding executive
offices in the San Antonio Baptist Association and serving as President of the City
Mission Board in 1916-1918. Neal's formula at Prospect Hill--that of pastoring a
large growth-conscious congregation while simultaneously participating in other Baptist
causes--was one that earned him prominence within Southern Baptist circles.

In 1908, the church Building Committee solicited designs for a new meetinghouse
to accommodate its 300-strong membership, then the second-largest Baptist congregation
in the city. Among plans submitted were those of Henry J. Harker from Little Rock,
Arkansas. A practicing architect in Little Rock between 1907 and 1916, Harker is
known to have designed the Episcopal church which stands today in Helena, Arkansas,
built circa 1914-1916. Harker submitted plans to the Prospect Hill Building Committee
for an imposing two-story Beaux Arts structure with monumental proportions, a dome,
and rich use of Classical ornament onthe two primary facades. The Building Committee
selected his plans over others because of its economical treatment of halls and ves-
tibules, and emphasis on auditorium and Sunday School spaces. On July 11, 1909, the
congregation approved a generous budget of approximately $30,000, and Harker's concept
for the sanctuary. The congregation approved the plans in December of that same year.
In January of 1910, a call for donations resulted in $20,000 in subscriptions and
$10,000 in pledges, and the building's future was assured. Groundbreaking occurred on
January 2, 1911. Arthur A. Evins of San Antonio served as general contractor for the
new church, whose cornerstone was set Friday, March 18, 1911. The church was com-
pleted in August and was dedicated September 10, 1911, 20 years from the date the
Prospect Hill Baptist Mission was organized.

The major elements of Harker's Beaux Arts design, known from a perspective draw-
ing published in the San Antonio Express on July 12, 1909, appear in the completed
building. Those elements include shape, layout, massing, scale, overall dimensions,
corner entrances and the use of a dome. Yet the completed building also demonstrates
modification in exterior detailing from Harker's design. These changes, along with
later attributions to two other San Antonio architects, require an examination of
the question of authorship.
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In the late 1920s The New Encyclopedia of Texas identified Beverly W. Spillman,
Sr., as the architect. 1In the late 1970s, when the building was being considered
for local historic zoning, Harvey Page, another San Antonio architect, was cited as
the possible architect. No corroborative evidence could be found to support the latter
suggestion, but the Spillman attribution has greater plausibility because of a variety
of historical connections between him, the church, and the building contractor. Not
only was Spillman trained in ecclesiastical design in F. Gaenslen's architectural firm,
he was a Baptist who attended Prospect Hill Church. He also lived in the neighborhood
and knew the contractor for the building. These circumstances demonstrate that Spill-
man was known to the Prospect Hill Baptists and available for the work, but they fall
short of convincingly proving that he contributed to the design of the building.

The more likely candidate for architect, in addition to Henry Harker, is Arthur
A. Evins. Like Harker, Evins was from Arkansas, having moved to San Antonio about
1906. Between the years 1907 and 1915 he variously listed his profession in city direc-
tories as Architect, Superintendent, Civil Engineer, and General Contractor. He worked
for Gaenslen as superintendent in 1908 where he no doubt knew Beverly Spillman who was
employed there simultaneously. Although the incomplete church minutes never identify
Evins as architect, only contractor, an article published in the South Texas Baptist
upon completion of the building and written by a prominent member of the congregation
identifies Evins as both architect and contractor.

Thus it is more likely that Evins, not Spillman, supplied the alterations to Har-
ker's design, using the major elements of the prize-winning design but reworking the
exterior detailing and materials. It is not known why Harker's design was not carried
through to completion. There is some indication, however, that the project experienced
financial difficulties, and this may explain the changes in exterior materials (from
stone to brick) and in detailing to reduce costs.

The significance of the Harker contribution to Prospect Hill is that it and two
other large buildings in Arkansas are his only known works, and they demonstrate ad-
vanced design ability. The significance of the Evins contribution is that Evins died
in 1914, at a young age, and his work at Prospect Hill is his only known commission.

Pastor Neal's vigorous service to the Prospect Hill Baptist Church reinforced its
natural advantage of location in an affluent neighborhood. Throughout the teens it
continued its strong growth and held a position of prominence within Baptist San Antonio,
continuing to serve Baptists until the 1960s. A change in the ethnic population in
the area, beginning in the 1920s, was followed later by an economic decline; the two
combined eventually to affect Prospect Hill's future. As a result, a small congregation
of older people voted to disband in 1965. For the next several years, the building
served two functions: a church for a small group of Baptists, and as a community center
for the largely Mexican-American population. In this latter role the structure shel-
tered a drug rehabilitation program, kindergarten classes, and a medical clinic.
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In 1973 a fire damaged the education wing of the church. The agency sponsoring
the community center withdrew its support, and the center closed. The small Prospect
Hill Baptist Church congretation, still functioning today, moved its services to a
nearby residential structure. About this time, the stained-glass windows of the church
were sold. 1In 1975, the San Antonio Baptist Association sold the land and building to
Francis Furey, Archbishop of San Antonio.

For the next several years the building stood vacant and vulnerable to vandalism
while various civic organizations, including the San Antonio Conservation Society and
the Mexican-American Unity Council, considered it for adaptive use. The Breig Partner-
ship purchased the building in 1978, the same year it was designated a City of San
Antonio Historic Landmark on the grounds of architecture, age and community significance.
In 1980, after a second fire destroyed the dome and significant parts of the interior,
the owners were granted permission by the City of San Antonio Historic Preservation
Office to gut the building. Restoration of its exterior and conversion to apartments
have now been completed. The dome is currently being reconstructed.

It is useful to place Prospect Hill within its historic context of San Antonio
Baptist architecture. Between 1861 and 1925, the period defining the first half of
Baptist activities in the city, at least 21 organized Baptist churches existed in San
Antonio. However, only a handful of these became wealthy enough to build large, per-
manent meetinghouses like Prospect Hill. Of those that did, some of the resulting
structures have given way to demolition caused by the Baptist need for larger work-
shops. Demolition of the 1890s Alamo Baptist Church and the 1905 second sanctuary
of First Baptist Church, in particular, have strengthened Prospect Hill's relative
position within surviving historic, Baptist architecture in San Antonio. Not only was
Prospect Hill Baptist Church the largest and one of the most architecturally impressive
Baptist churches in the city when built in 1911, today it is the second-oldest per-
manent Baptist church and is still, despite its losses, among the most architecturally
prominent structures from the period 1861-1925.



-~ 9. Major Bibliographical References

A Baptist Century Around the Alamo, 1858-1958, San Antonio Baptist Association, 1958.
Perry Printing Co., San Antonio. Barker Texas History Center, Austin.

(see continuation sheet)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _1ess than one

Quadrangle name __San Antonio West, Texas Quadrangle scale 1:24,000
UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The East 48.64 feet of Lot 10, all of Lots 11 and 12, Block 3, NCB 2312, situated
within the corporate limits of the City of San Antonio, Bexar County

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Julie Strong (with John C. Ferguson, THC)

organlutloﬁ date June 1985
street & number 4105 Duval telephone (512) 454~-0145
city or town Austin state Texas 78751

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
— national —_ state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by ational Pa rvice.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

titte State Historic Preservation Officer dltegﬁtly /M
/

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date
Keeper of the National Register
Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 911-3090
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San Antonio Express issues: July 12, 1909; August 2, 1909; January 24, 1910; Jan. 2,
1911; March 20, 1911; September 11, 1911; Barker Texas History Center, Austin.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1904, 1912. Barker Texas History Center, Austin.
Deed Records, Bexar County Courthouse, San Antonio.

Prospect Hill Baptist Church Nomination, 1982. Mike Garcia, On file, Nominations
Department, Texas Historical Commission, Austin.

South Texas Baptist, "Prospect Hill Baptist Church," October 5, 1911, Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Archives, Fort Worth.

Prospect Hill Baptist Church Minutes, various dates 1909-1911. Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Archives, Fort Worth.

Interviews:

With L. Farley, former member Prospect Hill Baptist Church Congregation, by Strong,
May 15, 1984, about church interior and history. San Antonio.

With J. Wallace, by Strong, about early San Antonio Baptists and First Baptist
Church history, April 23, 1984. San Antonio.

With W. Stiles, Arkansas History Commission, by Strong, May 18, 1984, about Henry
J. Harker. Telephone interview.

With Andrew Spillman, by Strong, May 22, 1984, about Beverly W. Spillman and his
work. Telephone interview.

With Ben Rogers, Archivist, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth,
with Strong, June 22, July 7, August 10, about Prospect Hill Baptist Church)
early Baptists in San Antonio and Texas. Telephone interview.

Davis, E.A. and E.H. Grobe, The New Encyclopedia of Texas, Dallas, Texas: Texas
Development Bureau, (n.d.), Vol. IV. Barker Texas History Center, Austin




WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(“R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Uld. 8ta
S : "hanttes Roview

Prospect Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Bexar County
- WorkingNo. . LB | 4 1985

Fed. Reg. Date:

: Date Due: __7// /5 — 7/2-(/L

Action: __ACCEPT
O resubmission 2+ RETURN__ 27/ 7-&%
3 nomination by person or local government —REJECT
[J owner objection Federal Agency:
[ appeal
Substantive Review: [ sample X request [ appeal CJ NR decision

Revnewersoommen “Qd/l b MLAL c(d/r)& e, & /)’é/ Lo uchy 75 /
//77’1/5103, aud 5,2 L///?ﬂac"/ df/é;fb 0/14 u,( Z Awéz fo fird Ad//tdowdffﬁ

dud in S dZJ d 7765 W Yl/mﬂ/f Recom./Criteria TULI
W ch 11 cle
4&/)

Reviewer 4 Z2 d
47 weha é /[ Dlsclphne

C{)?’)cétf/zh’t L Pu /I5/CS

ANy \ a c(,zfn’uf//l, 7 ~whnch occ / L see confin io shee oLy il
) 4 LA ALA0L l‘_ ¢l d /‘ l 2 11 1 21224 2 et ML
Nomin&is %mW technical corrections cited below M 2 T4 a J cse ¢

,Lsubmntivereasomdismssedbelow p /'Wdr_ mﬁm Wd/k Mq/
/mas/«m%mn gae/z/n(ys, The oo

1. Name '
DAL DN YE.CI)? ‘flu Gfec( [P
2 Locstion Stanfiancts & wurch /5%&
3. Classification /)/a,y(/)? ar) €L il 7{0/7
Category Ownership Status Present Use ¢ /é
Public Acquisition Accessible M ﬂ(f aa’d /Z,
4. Owner of Property ﬂ%& 7117’2611'6 d70+

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? [ yes O no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

[ excellent [J deteriorated [ unaltered () original site

O good [ ruins [ attered CJ moved date
[ tair [ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

(] summary paragraph
[ completeness

[ clarity

[ alterations/integrity
] dates

[C] boundary selection



-

X 8 Significance Pleade 0ovveck Kvea 0}) Sign Lfrcance cheoKeT

Period eck and justify below 4?\2 0 @PanQ‘h 0 ’,L q \47 ca MCWI /07’0
10 MS

Specific dates Bunlder/Archltoct 6{ o dﬂ h on
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) C hwr ¥ce ‘

l0§ x wm‘ ¢,

. Further
[ summary paragraph u tm '\Q am_&, \4/ QU-S'&‘ dS’ aﬁ-;) :

CJ completeness nMQ de‘\’m 5) d f Chwfd/\ and s Clb:m"(- o o
Sdar:it:abl any ﬁ&m a,b&OClQ u/ndlu outena Ao B, Sign f““. e
applicable criteria 0
X justification of areas ohecked Q dt& h) M o plz,d'\g s loss 0%% : #e ﬁ; 7,50
[ relating significance to the resourea QUL N mu,H' be. b 4 on Sh an 4

[ context men 10((\3 geﬂqﬂ meb' Wm
relationship of integrity to significance déa \ LML(UA w 4 %
justification of exception 618 i) ad oes m a dﬂ
other

architectunads mbact, Tt £ erateo
bu}Q&M\CA&;ﬂ iklu ambﬂg mas‘f’

reA—er\{'aous QKQ"Y\P’Q I- 1925 J-)'
Fure ' San Antonio det g '{;l%]d%a-ﬁnzq «@y)

9. Major Bibliographical References ‘ sh ee:é)
10. Geographical Data

d{ P—heA/ axchi

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

[ Maps

(] Photographs
[ other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to '4//\/1_3 a e Clewano

sagn.a_ﬁfzz&);b_%m‘égé_ Date _J0h 1 7; /7S5 pnone: 202 343-953¢

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet




Prospect Hill Missionary Baptist Church
San Antonio, Texas

Continuation Sheet/ Statement of Significance

provides, however, no data substantiating this claim. The form
provides no contextual discussion showing that Baptist
architecture is a significant property type distinctive from
other religious architecture of the period in San Antonio or
elsewhere, and that the Prospect Hill church is a particularly
good or representative example despite the loss of so much of its
architectural design and fabric.

Because the current building contains only the original masonry
walls and their exterior articulation, architectural significance
must be based on the styling, design, or workmanship of these
features. Because the theme of Baptist architecture is limited
in its scope and the church, due to its loss of interior, may
lack many of its distinguishing features identifying it as an
example of the theme, the context for evaluation should be
extended more generally to architecture refecting Beaux Arts
Classicism, central-plan design, or general time period in San
Antonio.

Statement of significance should be expanded to:

o identify the building's remaining significant
architectural features

o assess the stylistic quality, workmanship,and
significance of these features and the building's
current overall design in relationship to the historic
development of church architecture and/or Beaux Arts
design in San Antonio.

o evaluate the overall integrity of the Prospect Hill
Church in relationship to other surviving local examples
of period architecture, including Beaux Arts or
centrally planned religious architecture,

o explain how the church, despite the loss of original
roofing, windows, and interior space, floorplan, and
detailing, represents a significant style, type, or
design of architecture, and as such remains one of the
city's prime examples.
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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms SEP | 8 1986
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

historic  Prospect Hill Missionary Baptist Church

andorcommon Prospect Hill Baptist Church

2. Location

street & number 1601 Buena Vista N/A not for publication
City,town San Antonio N/A vicinity of
state Texas code (48 county Bexar code ()29
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____ district ____ public _X_ occupied ____ agriculture — __ museum
_X_ building(s) _X_ private ____unoccupied ____ commercial —__park
____ structure ____both ___work in progress _ educational —_ private residence
—___ site Public Acquisition Agcessible —__ entertainment —religious
___ object N/A in process _X_ yes: restricted ___government ___ scientific
____ being considered —__ yes: unrestricted — industrial —_ transportation
ey —_ military X _other: Apartments

4. Owner of Property

name Prospect Hill Joint Venture

street & number 411 Sixth Street

city,town San Antonio N/A vicinity of state Texas 782

5. Location of Legal Description

—
L

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bexar County Courthouse

street & number

city, town San Antonio S _Texps

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

(1) San Antonio Historic Landmark

title  (2) Historic Sites Inventory has this property been determined eligible? ____yes _X no
(1) 1978
date (2) 1985 ___federal (2)state ___ county (1) local

(1) San Antonio Preservation Office
depository for survey records (2) Texas Historical Commission

(1% San Antonio
city, town (2) Austin state Texas




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_X_excellent ____deteriorated __._ unaltered _X _original site

—_good —_ruins X altered ___moved date  N/A
_acfaird 1L unexposed

Describe stho;p_nsont and original (if known) physical appearance

Prominently sited on Buena Vista, a major arterial street through San Antonio, the
Prospect Hill Baptist Church is the largest ecclesiastical structure in the neighborhood
and dominates its once prosperous late-Victorian environment. The church was designed
by Arkansas architect Henry J. Harker and built in 1911 by San Antonio contractor Arthur
A. Evins. Stylistically it represents a sophisticated marriage between Beaux Arts forms
and a Classically inspired decorative vocabulary that was rarely used with such elegance
in San Antonio. The exterior of the church has been restored; the dome, which was
destroyed by fire, has been reconstructed, and the interior has been adapted for use as
apartments for the elderly. Although the surrounding historic neighborhood is still
largely residential, Buena Vista Street is a mixed commerical/residential arterial.

Built in 1911, the monumentally proportioned and Beaux Arts-influenced Prospect Hill
Baptist Church is a raised, two-story, rectangular structure with load-bearing walls of
buff-colored brick. Through scale and siting at the corner of Buena Vista and South
San Jacinto streets, the church dwarfs most other buildings in the neighborhood. It is
located in the near West End, a late-Victorian neighborhood originally called Prospect
Hill. The building occupies three lots on a gentle hill rising westward from Alazan
Creek, which divides Prospect Hill from the city's central district. Oriented along
an east-west axis, the structure faces east towards the heart of the city.

Unlike most Baptist churches, the sanctuary and educational wing were designed and
built at the same time. The structure exhibits two primary elevations with the main
(east) facade fronting South San Jacinto and the secondary facade facing Buena Vista.
Access to each is gained via two limestone and brick staircases located at the corners
of each elevation and ascending eight feet above grade to double-door entrances.

Twins in most respects, the primary facades are three-part compositions divided by
projecting pilasters into a dominant central bay and flanking side bays. The central
bays are each marked by an expansive two-story, round-arch window with upper and lower
banks of five windows each. These compound-arch openings originally carried stained
glass and marked the interior location of the main auditorium. The outer bays of each
facade are pierced by matching stilted-arch doors above which hang single oculi.

The full-height pilasters of the primary facades contribute to the monumentality
of the structure and carry the eye aloft to a high parapet. The parapet rises to a
crest above each central bay and exhibits an open Bible carved in low relief. The
parapet is further animated with a succession of cornice lines executed in stone which
form distinct shadow lines and abstractly recall a Classical entablature. A low
saucer dome (with lantern rising gently above the high parapet) crowns the building.

The education wing is attached to the west of the main building and exhibits a
slightly different articulation of features from that of the main and secondary church
facades. Projecting forward from the south elevation some 2.5 feet, the annex is also
divided into a three-part composition via full-height pilasters which rise above the
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parapet. Five windows pierce the wall at basement, ground, and upper levels: three in
the central bays and one each in the side bays. The windows are flat arched at basement
and ground levels, round arched with label stops at the upper level, and recall a
Richardsonian motif. The high parapet is repeated on the education wing and exhibits
the same suggestion of a Classical entablature. Its central section is ornamented by
a cornice with geometric carving.

The west elevation of the annex repeats the form and detail of the south annex
facade, but presents a wider dimension, thus allowing for an additional two for a total
of seven windows in each of three rows. Projecting pilasters divide this facade into
central and side bays.

The north elevation lacks the pilasters of the other facade, and is defined by
three rows of ten windows each. The raised parapet with stone crest and open Bible
occur again here, as does a segmentally arched entrance with oculus above, located at
the northeast corner.

When the church was completed in 1911, a South Texas Baptist publication editori-
ally referred to it as '"the best arranged workshop seen in the state." A photograph
of the church interior accompanying that article lends substance to this enthusiastic
endorsement. Based on the Akron Plan, Harker's design for the interior featured large
main and secondary auditoriums separated by a moveable partition, concentric rows of
curved pews, an elaborate baptistery, a dome with spandrels painted with foliate designs,
18 classrooms, and a basement.

In 1973, when the building was serving as a community center, a fire occurred on the
second floor of the education annex and caused extensive damage to non-load-bearing parts

of the interior. 1In 1980, a second fire damaged the main auditorium, causing the dome
to collapse and destroying the interior finishes. The exterior of the building was not
damaged during the fire, but even before 1983 was in a deteriorated condition caused by
neglect.

Exterior restoration began in July 1983. It has included cleaning and repointing
the masonry, filling the units of the arched windows of the primary facades with new
wooden-casement windows set into original wooden frames, removing and cleaning the
original leaderheads, and reconstructing the dome.

The interior has been converted into apartments for qualifying low-income elderly
residents. The exterior restoration and interior adaptation are complete.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning ___ landscape architecture____ religion

__1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic - conservation . law ____ science

—1500-1599 ___ agriculture -___economics ___ literature ____ sculpture

___1600-1699 X architecture ____education — military ___ social/

— 1700-1799 ___art . engineering —__ music humanitarian

. 1800-1899 ____ commerce - exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

_X 1900~ ____communications industry ____ politics/government ___ transportation
___ invention ____ other (specify)

Specific dates 197 Builder/Architect Arthyr A. Evans/Henry J. Harker

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Beaux Arts in style, the Prospect Hill Baptist Church is a monumental edifice form-
ally planned according to early twentieth-century standards on Baptist meeting-hall
design. The best example of formal Baptist Church planning conventions in San Antonio,
the concepts underlying its original spatial arrangement are reflected in the exterior
design which, excepting its stained-glass windows, retains its original appearance.
Workmanship compares favorably with other public buildings of similar style. It is
the only remaining example of a church in Beaux Arts style in San Antonio, a city
with relatively few examples of this monumental mode.

After the turn of the century, a number of Baptist churches in Texas were designed
according to planning standards published by the Department of Church architecture of
the Baptist Convention, Nashville, Tennessee. Radically departing from the traditional
basilican plan with rows of straight pews and narrow naves, the Baptist architects
developed meeting houses with wide auditoriums and curved seating focusing upon a
pulpit, providing good acoustics and sight lines, attributes that were incorporated
into the design of the Prospect Hill Church. This type of centralized plan, square
in proportion, was reflected on the exterior by broad fronts reflecting the wide
auditorium, a crowning dome indicating the centralized plan, and corner entrances
providing access away from the building areas. While the corner entrances of the
Prospect Hill Church appeared in published circulars on design, they are unique to
churches in San Antonio, and possibly Texas.

Although the original interior has been lost, the architectural features expressing
the early configurations of space are still intact. The two facades facing the streets
are nearly identical, a characteristic of the centralized plan. Spanned by stilted
arches, and emphasized by corner masses, the corner entrances express the departure
from the axial basilican plan and the equal emphasis upon several points of access
leading into the auditorium where aisles extended through the curved seating to the
rostrum and the pulpit. Broad arches, which admitted natural light consistent with
the emphasis placed upon good sight, express the single large interior space of meeting
hall. Oeil de boeuf windows at the corners also reflect the unifying theme of dome and
arches, all geometrically related to the square plan of the auditorium. Exterior
proportions evidently were based upon the double square. Bas-relief sculptures of an
open Bible centered in the street-side parapets symbolize the focus of the Baptist
faith upon the Bible placed upon a pulpit, the focal center of the interior. These
also are unique in San Antonio. All these features are preserved.




9. Major Bibliographical References

Willard B. Robinson, "Texas Baptist Church Architecture,'" Journal of Texas Baptist
Historical Society, Vol. 5 (1985), pp. 1-31.

A Baptist Century Around the Alamo, 1858-1958, San Antonio Association, 1958. Perry
Printing Co., San Antonio. Barker Texas History Center, Austin. (see continuation

10. Geographical Data sheet)

Acreage of nominated property _less than one
Quadrangle name San _Antonio West, Texas Quadrangle scale 1:24,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The East 48.64 feet of Lot 10, all of Lots 11 and 12, Block 3, NCB 2312, situated
within the corporate limits of the City of San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Julie Strong (with John C. Ferguson, THC); Willard B. Robinson (Section 8)

organlzatloﬁ date June 1985
street & number 4105 Duval telephone (512) 454-0145
cityortown Austin state Texas 78751

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____ national . state _X_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Natiggal Park Service

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Y
title State Historic Preservation Officer date
For NPS use only
1/hereby certify is included in the National Register f
Attest: date

Chief of Registration

GPO 911-399
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During the late nineteenth century in San Antonio, the Gothic Revival was the favored
style for most churches including those of the Baptist persuasion. Early in the twentieth
century, while many parishes and congregations continued to build in the Gothic, some
erected Mission style and Romanesque Revival Churches. Some others including the Baptists
built in Classical styles, although the Beaux Arts mode was exceptional for churches and
relatively rare for other types of public buildings in San Antonio. While Classically
derived style characterizes other churches in San Antonio, the Beaux style of the Prospect
Hill Baptist Church is unique. Mission Revival, Neo-Classical Revival, and Gothic were the

most common styles for public buildings.

Workmanship, which retains its integrity, compares favorably with other public
buildings in San Antonio. The masonry work in particular, which remained sound after
fire destroyed much of the building, retains the feeling of age associated with the
historic structure--it has been cleaned and repointed. Exterior millwork has been

appropriately restored.
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San Antonio Express issues: July 12, 1909; August 2, 1909; January 24, 1910; January 2,
1911; March 20, 1911; September 11, 1911; Barker Texas History Center, Austin.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1904, 1912. Barker Texas History Center, Austin.
Deed Records, Bexar County Courthouse, San Antonio.

Prospect Hill Baptist Church Nomination, 1982. Mike Garcia, On file, Nominations Depart-
ment, Texas Historical Commission, Austin.

South Texas Baptist, "Prospect Hill Baptist Church," October 5, 1911, Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Archives, Fort Worth.

Prospect Hill Baptist Church Minutes, various dates 1909-1911. Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Archives, Fort Worth.

Interviews by Julie Strong:

With L. Farley, a former member Prospect Hill Baptist Church Congregation, by Strong,
May 15, 1984, about church interior and history. San Antonio.

With J. Wallace, by Strong, about early San Antonio Baptists and First Baptist Church
history, April 23, 1984. San Antonio.

With W. Stiles, Arkansas History Commission, by Strong, May 18, 1984, about Henry J.
Harker. Telephone interview.

With Andrew Spillman, by Strong, May 22, 1984, about Beverly W. Spillman and his work.
Telephone interview.

With Ben Rogers, Archivist, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, with
Strong, June 22, July 7, August 10, about Prospect Hill Baptist Church, early
Baptists in San Antonio and Texas. Telephone interview.

Davis, E.A. and E.H. Grobe, The New Encyclopedia of Texas, Dallas, Texas: Texas Develop-
ment Bureau, (n.d.), Vol. IV. Barker Texas History Center, Austin.
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[ Other
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Prospect Hill Missionary Baptist Church

1601 Buena Vista, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas

Photo 1985 by Ed Clawson; neg. with Texas
Historical Commission

Distant southeast oblique view
camera looking northwest

Photo 1 of 9
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Prospect Hill Missionary Baptist Church
1601 Buena Vista, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas

Photo 1985 by Ed Clawson; neg. with Texas
Historical Commission

Southeast oblique view
camera looking northwest

Photo 2 of 9
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Prospect Hill Missionary Baptist Church
1601 Buena Vista, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas

Photo 1985 by Ed Clawson; neg. with Texas
Historical Commission

Northeast oblique view
camera looking southwest

Photo 3 of 9
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Prospect Hill Missionary Baptist Church
1601 Buena Vista, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas

Photo 1985 by Ed Clawson; neg. with Texas
Historical Commission

Southwest oblique view
camera looking northeast

Photo 4 of 9
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Prospect Hill Missionary Baptist Church
San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas

1601 Buena Vista,
Photo 1985 by Ed Clawson; neg. with Texas
Historical Commission

South facade
camera looking north

Photo 5 of 9

AU 1 4 1985
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Prospect Hill Missionary Baptist Church
1601 Buena Vista, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas

Photo 1985 by Ed.Clawson; neg. with Texas
Historical Commission

East elevation
camera looking west

Photo 6 of 9
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Prospect Hill Missionary Baptist Church
1601 Buena Vista, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas

Photo 1983 by John Ferguson; neg. with Texas
Historical Commission

East elevation
camera looking west

Photo 7 of 9






Prospect Hill Missionary Baptist Church
1601 Buena Vista, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas

Photo 1983 by John Ferguson; neg. with Texas
Historical Commission

South elevation
camera looking north

Photo 8 of 9

AUG / 4






Prospect Hill Missionary Baptist Church
1601 Buena Vista, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas

Photo 1983 by John Ferguson; neg. with Texas
Historical Commission

East elevation
camera looking west

Photo 7 of 9
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Prospect Hill Missionary Baptist Church
1601 Buena Vista, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas

Photo 1980, unknown; neg. with Prospect Hill
Joint Venture

before fire damage

Southeast oblique
camera looking northwest

Photo 9 of 9
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CURTIS TUNNELL

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
P.0. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512) 475-3092
MEMORANDUM

TO: Linda McClelland, Architectural Historian
National Park Service

FROM: John C. Ferguson, Architectural Historian
Texas Historical Commission

SUBJECT: Prospect Hill Missionary Baptist Church nomination

As you had requested in our earlier conversation regarding this property, I
am asking that substantive review be given to this nomination. The question
of the interior of the structure, which essentially no longer exists, is the
principal issue of concern. If you have any questions, please feel free to
call me at 512-475-3094.

She State Cpency for Hirtauc Lresewation

) ,
/&'(.f ;'/5@?%5’
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