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Site No. 11

Photo No. 14

Name: State Cemetery Historic Name: 'State Cemetery of Texas
Address: 901 Navasota Street Date: 1851-
Present Owner: The State of Texas Legal: The south half of lot 5, Division B,
[bounded by a cemetery access road
Original Use: Cemetery on the north, Comal Street on the
east, East 7th Street on the south,
U.S.G.S. Quadrangle: Austin East, and Navasota Street on the west]
Texas, 1:24,000, 1966
Photorevised 1973 Acreage: * 9 acres

Current Use: Cemetery
UTM Reference: 14/622540/3348660
Architectural Description:
Physical Condition: Excellent
Date(s) of Alteration: Not applicable

The State Cemetery, bounded by Comal, Navasota, East 7th, and East llth streets,
is located on approximately 18 gently rolling acres. Large oaks and pecans stud the
grounds, which are enclosed by a wall of concrete blocks. The main entrance to the
grounds is on the south, or East 7th Street, side where double iron gates open to a
drive called Albert Sidney Johnston Avenue. A second set of gates marks an entrance
from Comal Street which leads through the Cemetery and intersects Albert Sidney
Johnston Drive on its north end.

Only the southern half of the Cemetery is presently used and is being nominated
herein to the National Register. This portion is divided into three plats. The first,
called the Official Plat, includes the graves of famous Texans such as Stephen F.
Austin, General Edward Burleson, Joanna Troutman, Big Foot Wallace, Ashbel Smith, and
Francis Lubbock. Several of the graves are marked with noteworthy statuary by the
prolific Texas sculptor, Pompeo Coppini, a native of Italy who also executed statuary
now on the grounds of the State Capitol, the University of Texas at Austin, Baylor
University in Waco, and the Alamo in San Antonio. '

The second plat is the burial place of Albert Sidney Johnston whose body was
moved from the State of Louisiana and reinterred. The grave is marked by an enclosed
tomb of the reclining figure of General Johnston, while the monument was executed
by the renown Austin sculptress, Elisabet Ney.
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The third section, called the Confederate Plat, is situated in the eastern
portion of the Cemetery and is comprised of rows of plain-white marble slabs.
Each stone contains the name of the soldier memorialized, dates of birth and death,
and the company with which he fought.

Significance:
Period: 1800-1899, 1900-
Area of Significance: Military, Politics/Government, Sculpture

The State Cemetery, burial ground for the honored dead of Texas, was founded
in 1851, when General Edward Burleson, hero of the Texas Revolution, was interred
on the tract. 1In 1854, the State purchased the land, which had once belonged to
Andrew Jackson Hamilton, Provisional Governor of Texas from 1865-1866. However,
the tract was seldom used until the 1860s when some officers of the Confederate
Army of Texas were buried in the cemetery. Today, small white marble headstones
mark the graves of about 1,583 soldiers and 515 graves of members of their families.
Other notable individuals interred in the cemetery include Stephen F. Austin, the
"Father of Texas," nine governors (as of 1968), and representatives of many periods
of Texas history and departments of the state government. Statuary at the graves
includes a marble figure of Albert Sidney Johnston by Elisabet Ney and bronzes of
Austin and Joanna Troutman by Pompeo Coppini.

Through the untiring efforts of Louis W. Kemp, a state official, the remains
of over 100 prominent persons were reinterred here after 1930. Since 1951, those
eligible for burial have included designated state officials, Confederate veterans,
and certain other famous citizens.
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Name: State Cemetery Historic Name: State Cemetery of Texas
Address: 901 Navasota Street Date: 1851 -
Present Owner: The State of Texas Legal: The south half of lot 5, Division B,
[bounded by a cemetery access road
Original Use: Cemetery on the north, Comal Street on the
east, East 7th Street on the south,
U.S.G.S. Quadrangle: Austin East, and Navasota Street on the west]
Texas, 1:24,000, 1966
Photorevised 1973 Acreage: * 9 acres

Current Use: Cemetery
UTM Reference: 14/622540/3348660
Architectural Description:
Physical Condition: Excellent
Date(s) of Alteration: Not applicable

The State Cemetery, bounded by Comal, Navasota, East 7th, and East 1lth streets,
is located on approximately 18 gently rolling acres. Large oaks and pecans stud the
grounds, which are enclosed by a wall of concrete blocks. The main entrance to the
grounds is on the south, or East 7th Street, side where double iron gates open to a
drive called Albert Sidney Johnston Avenue. A second set of gates marks an entrance
from Comal Street which leads through the Cemetery and intersects Albert Sidney
Johnston Drive on its north end.

Only the southern half of the Cemetery is used presently and is being nominated
herein to the National Register. This portion is divided into three plats. The
first, called the Official Plat, contains the graves of famous Texans, two of whose
graves—--Stephen F. Austin and Johanns Troutman--are marked with noteworthy bronze
statuary executed in 1912 and ca. 1914, respectively, by the prolific Texas sculptor,
Pompeo Coppini (1870-1957).
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The second plat is the burial place of Albert Sidney Johnston whose body was
moved from the State of Louisiana and reinterred in the State Cemetery in 1867.
The grave is marked by an enclosed tomb and statue of the reclining figure of
General Johnston which was executed by the renown Texas sculptress, Elisabet Ney
(1833-1907) in 1903.

The third section, called the Confederate Plat, is situated in the eastern
portion of the Cemetery and is comprised of rows of plain-white marble slabs.
Each stone contains the name of the soldier memorialized, dates of birth and
death, and the company with which he fought.

A large number of noteworthy historical figures were buried in the State
Cemetery prior to the 1920s. After 1925, Texan historian and author Louis Kemp
initiated a drive to bring the significance of the Cemetery to the attention of
the general public and to reinter prominent Texans who were lying in abandoned
cemeteries and unmarked graves throughout the State. As a result of Kemp's efforts,
and those of Dan Moody, governor of Texas from 1927 to 1931, the remains of more
than 100 important historic figures were reburied in the Cemetery. In the Centennial
year of 1936, 50 men and 26 women were brought to Austin and reinterred.

Significance:
Period: 1800-1899, 1900-
Area of Significance: Military, Politics/Government, Sculpture

The State Cemetery, burial ground for the honored dead of Texas, was founded in
1851, when General Edward Burleson, hero of the Texas Revolution, was interred on
the tract, In 1854, the State purchased the land, which had once belonged to Andrew
Jackson Hamilton, Provisional Governor of Texas from 1865-1866. However, the tract
was seldom used until the 1860s when some officers of the Confederate Army of Texas
were buried there. Today, small white marble headstones mark the graves of about
1,583 soldiers and 515 graves of members of their families.

A large number of important historic figures are buried in the State Cemetery
or are represented there in the form of funerary art which they executed to com-
memorate specific individuals. Stephen F. Austin, the "Father of Texas,'" is buried
in the Cemetery as are Johanna Troutman (reinterred 1913), designer of the Flag
of the Lone Star; W. A. A. "Big Foot" Wallace (buried ca. 1900), famous Texas
Ranger; Ashbel Smith (buried 1886), instrumental in founding The University of Texas;
and Governor Francis Lubbock (buried 1905). Work by famous artists includes pieces
by Pompeo Coppini, a native of Italy whose work also stands on the grounds of the
State Capitol, The University of Texas at Austin, Baylor University in Waco, and the
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Alamo in San Antonio. The most noteworthy art is the marble reclining figure of
Albert Sidney Johnston, sculpted by Elisabet Ney who also executed busts of Garibaldi
in Ttaly; Schopenhauer, Humboldt, Bismarck, Ludwig II, William I, and George V in
Germany; and Stephen F. Austin and Sam Houston in Texas, the last two works now
standing in the United States Capitol.
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March 20, 1986

Carol D. Shull

Chief of Registration
Department of the Interior
National Park Service

P.0. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Carol:

Enclosed please find the revisions for the East Austin Multiple Resource
Area, as per your recommendations of October 3, 1985 [432 (413)]. Please
note that the G.P. Briones House is no longer included, and that

property #141 of the Swedish Hill Historic District has been classed non-
contributing. We have also made appropriate changes for the State Cemetery
of Texas and the Administration Building of Huston-Tillotson College.

Thanking you very much for your attention to this matter, I am

Sincerely yours,

Joseph K. Oppermann
Deputy State Historic Preservation

Officer
JKO/mc
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