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Name: [No common name] Historic Name: Joseph 0. Polhemus House 

Address: 912 East 2nd Street Date: ca. 1901 

Present Owner: Ricardo G. Guerrero Legal: Block 3, l o t 6, Outlot 7, 

912 East 2nd Street Division 0, Harrington Subdivision 
Austin, Texas 78702 

Original Use: Residential 
Acreage: Less than one 

Current Use: Residential 
U.S.G.S. Quadrangle: Austin East, 

Texas, 1:24,000, 1966 UTM Reference: 14/621780/3348260 
Photorevised 1973 

Architectural Description: 

Physical Condition: Excellent 

Date(s) of Alterations: Undesignated improvements made to house i n 1902; 
rear porch enclosed by 1935. 

The Polhemus House i s a one-story, br i c k , T-plan residence with gabled roof, 
projecting front bay, and a mansard roof surmounted by a stepped brick parapet. A 
frame addition at the rear of the house p a r t i a l l y obscures the o r i g i n a l plan. 

The house i s an exceptionally sophisticated, well-conceived, and f i n e l y 
crafted structure. The walls are of red brick and the mortar j o i n t s are no more 
than one-eighth to one-quarter inch across. S p l i t , rusticated bricks are used to 
create a belt course at the f l o o r l i n e continuously around the building, for deco­
rat i v e effect at the parapet, and to form inset medallions at various locations on 
the front facade: under the window on the projecting bay and on the porch walls, 
Rusticated stone i s used i n a similar fashion and appears i n the form of l i n t e l s 
and s i l l s at the one-over-one, double-hung windows and over the front door which 
i s surmounted by a dormer. A low brick wall at the front porch i s capped with a 
rusticated stone coping. Doric columns on plinth s rest on the coping and support 
the porch roof, the c e i l i n g of which has been painted blue. The most d i s t i n c t i v e 
features of the house—the stepped parapet walls at each gable end—are corbeled 
to receive the eaves that die into them. An arched centered window i s located i n 
each of the two gable ends, while a small dormer i s centered i n the asbestos-shingle 
roof over the front door. 

Landscaping features postdate the construction of the house, but are compatible 
with the o r i g i n a l design. 
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Significance: 

Period: 1900-

Areas of Significance: Architecture 

The Polhemus House i s the best and most f i n e l y crafted example, i n East 
Austin, of an early twentieth-century brick residence. The structure probably 
was b u i l t by i t s f i r s t owner, Joseph 0. Polhemus, who was active i n Austin as a 
contractor and bricklayer. 
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Name East Austin Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State TEXAS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

21. Haehnel Building 

22. City Cemetery 

23. Polhemus, Joseph 0., 
House 

24. Rainey Street Hi s to r i c 
D i s t r i c t 

W&tional »eglrtt«r U 
Attest 

Date/Signature 

Keeper "^^^^yvji* 

Attest 

Entered i n the ^Keeper 
Katieoal B»«l r te r 

Attest 

^ i^eper 
Attest 

SuhrbaxrtlTe levlew 
25. Administrat ion Bui ld ing ow-o—• Keeper 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION attest 
g,^^ff%flBtlTe levlee ffeferndiieS 

26. Bura t t i Brothers Keeper 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

-27. Industrial Structure Keeper ^IMJ-AJJAJUMJ ^/^^/ 
& Schulze House 

OBJCCTi.;;. Attest ' 
28. Lindeman House g^^<*^«r<-;TS y*-"?q^^^'^lfleff.^^^ 1 / o / 

rs'LVoVVNER OBJECTIOM 

29. Schulze, Walter, House and y^^ .^ , ^ 
I n d u s t r i a l Stracture Sational HeflBter 

Ceeper 

Attest 

if^eper , V d c t ^ ^ J - i ^ AA^T^K 

Attest 

30. Newton Hous( 

Attest 
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Polhemuŝ  Joseph O.̂  House (East Austin MRA) 
Travis County 
TEXAS 

0 resubmistion 
• nomirution by person or local government 
n owner objection 
Q appeal 

• sample O request Substantive Review: 

Working No. _ j y G J J _ ! 9 S 5 . 

Fed. Reg. Date: J - V V / ^ 
Date Due: f A y ^ r " y ^ ' - l r / f j  
/^ion: 6>-^r.FPT 'P~'^^ 

^ ^ ^ " ' ^ ^ . ^ n t e r RETURN 

Federal Agency: 

CD appeal O NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownerthlp 
Public Acquitition 

Statut 
AccMtlble 

Pretent Us« 

4. Owner of ^efwrty 

5. Location af Le««i Detcriptton 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

O good 

• fair 

i m deteriorated 

I I ruint 

unexpoted 

Check one 

unaltered 

O altered 

Describe the preiant and original (if Icnown) physical appearance 

Q summary paragraph 
im completenees 
• clarity 
• alterations/tnteflrity 
• dates 
• boundary selection 

Check one 

orlginel tite 

nnoved data. 



8. Significanoe 

Period Areas of Significance—Checic and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

O summary paragraph 
• completeness 
CU clarity 
O applicable criteria 
CU justification of areas chedced 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concemihg this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date., Phone: 

Commentt for any Itam may be continued on an attached theet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 6 4 0 0 0 8 4 0 


