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Site No. 22

Photo No. 26

Name: [No common name] Historic Name: Charles W. Barnes House
Address: 1105 East 12th Street Date: 1885
Present Owner: Rosetta Smith Legal: North 104 feet of lot 33, Outlot 55,
1314 Bob Harrison Division B, George L. Robertson
Austin, Texas 78702 Subdivision
Original Use: Residential Acreage: Less than one
U.S.G.S. Quadrangle: Austin East, Current Use: Residential (rental)
; Texas, 1:24,000, 1966
Photorevised 1973 UTM Reference: 14/622320/3349440

Architectural Description:
Physical Condition: Good
Date(s) of Alterations: Rear porch partially enclosed after 1935.

The Barnes House is a two-story, raised Victorian structure with a full base-
ment. Portions of the basement walls are above ground because of the slope of the
lot; they are constructed of random-sized pieces of limestone that have been lightly
plastered or whitewashed and then scored. Basement windows are six-over-six and
have arched tops.

A monumental entrance, which is located on the north facade, is slightly
off-center. Wooden steps rise to a one-story projecting porch which is supported
by two turned columns. The front entrance is a two-panel double door with arched
upper panels. A transom is located above the door and a small second-story gable
is centered over it.

A one-story bay which is supported by brick piers is located on the east side
of the house and an interior flue rises from the standing-seam metal roof at the
northeast corner. The metal roof is continuous and changes pitch at the point
where the house and the rear, two-story porch meet. The porch is intact, but was
altered when parts of it were enclosed on the east and west elevations.
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Significance:
Date: 1800-1899, 1900-
Areas of Significance: Architecture

1105 East 12th Street, constructed for Charles Barnes, a wholesale and retail
dealer in staples and fancy groceries, is one of the largest and most architecturally
significant residential structures in East Austin. Located on a hill and dramati-
cally sited, the simple but elegant Victorian structure expressed its owner's
prosperity and social status.
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