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Site No. 23

Photo No. 27

Name: Southgate-Lewis House Historic Name:”éouthgate-Lewis House
Address: 1501 East 12th Street Date: 1888
Present Owner: Duane G. Albrecht Legal: Blocks 15 & 16, lots 1 & 2,
1501 East 12th Street Outlot 57, Division B, Patterson
Austin, Texas 78702 Subdivision
Original Use: Residential Acreage: Less than one
U.S.G.S. Quadrangle: Austin East, Current Use: Residential
Texas, 1:24,000, 1966
Photorevised 1973 UTM Reference: 14:622820/3349520

Architctural Description:
Physical Condition: Excellent
Date(s) of Alterations: Carport of rear of house added after 1935.

The Southgate-Lewis House is a late Victorian, wood-frame house with projecting
eaves and gables and a prominent, projecting front bay which has a dentiled cornice.
Siding and trim used in the construction of the house is unusually ornate and varied.
There is a continuous band of vertical siding at the base of the building which is
capped with a horizontal band at the window sill. Drop siding occurs up to the sills
of the second-story windows, above which multiple rows of fish-scale and rectangular
shingles alternate. Ornamental barge trim with brackets is located at the eave line
and the roof is covered by wooden shingles. An ornamental brick chimney rises far
above the roof line on the north side of a small dormer on the east elevation. The
dormer has brackets and crossed barge trim. The main entrance is located on the north
elevation of the house facing East 12th Street, but a secondary entrance faces west
toward Comal Street. A small board and batten carriage house with four-over-four
windows is located on the southern part of the property, and appears to be con-
temporaneous with, and compatible with, the residence.

Significance:
Dates: 1800-1899, 1900-

Areas of Significance: Architecture, Communications
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1501 East 12th Street is an excellent example of a richly textured late
Victorian house. Few residences of its period, style and complexity remain in
East Austin where simple, vernacular buildings were the rule and high-style struc-
tures, such as the Southgate-Lewis House, were the exception.

The House is also significant because it was constructed by R. C. Lambie, a
well-known real estate developer and contractor associated with the construction
of a number of landmark public buildings in Central Texas; and because it was
occupied by several important Austin residents. John Southgate, the first owner,
was a printer and bookbinder who eventually associated with publisher Eugene Von
Boeckmann. In 1913, the house, like many others in the Robertson Hill area, was
acquired by Blacks. An historically accurate series of children's books relating
to Black history in East Austin and authored by local resident Ada De Blanc Simond,
uses the Southgate-Lewis House and the Lewis family for their inspiration.
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Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Acecessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? [ yes Cno

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

[ excellent [ deteriorated [ unaitered D original site

() good [ ruins (] attered CJ moved date
] fair [J unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

(J summary paragraph
[ completeness
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[ summary paragraph
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Historic Resources of East Austin
Austin, Travis County, Texas

Site No. 23, Southgate-Lewis House, 1501 East 12th St.
Photo by Joe Freeman, 1984, neg. with Texas
Historical Commission, Austin

Northwest view
camera facing southeast

photo 27 of 60
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