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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Fort Worth Main Post Office Building, located on the southeast corner of
Jennings and Lancaster avenues in downtown Fort Worth, Texas, is an impressive struc-
ture that has provided postal services to Fort Worth citizens since 1933. Designed
with three floors and a basement, a four-level reinforced concrete structure spans
the entire city block upon which it is located. It is arguably the most significant
Beaux Arts/Classical Revival building in Fort Worth.

The United States Post Office is a massive, three-story, rectangular structure
with a cut-limestone exterior. The flat roof above the second floor is surrounded
by a narrow, U-shaped, third floor whose roof appears hipped to the north, east and
west. A tall parapet crowns the south facade.

The principal (north) facade consists of a 17-bay central block and end pavilions.
The central block's most noteworthy features are its 16 giant-order unfluted columns
with extraordinary Corinthian-inspired capitals of shorthorn cattle (in place of vo-
lutes), acanthus leaves, and a longhorn bucranium central part. Columns are surrounded
by bronze medallions incorporated into the entablature, which in turn has what appears
to be freestanding anthemia above. Repeating lion's heads on the architrave encircle
the building, and ornamental bas-relief panels further embellish sections of the main
facade.

Multipane metal casement windows with generally 28 panes on the main floor and
16 on the basement level and second floor puncture the facade. Corner pavilions with
large doors at ground level and three eight-pane windows are placed at each end.

The east and west fronts generally repeat the architectural vocabulary of the
main facade. The windows of the seven-bay central section are separated by pilasters
adapted from the front columns. These are flanked by similar entrances with three
windows above, and terminate at the corner pavilions with three windows placed above
large bas-relief panels.

The rear (south) of the building is somewhat simpler. The 17-bay central section
with doors at ground level and windows above has neither columns nor pilasters, but
relies on the continuing entablature as the chief architectural motif. A covered
loading dock south of the Post Office is apparently original to the design of the
complex, and opens towards the Texas and Pacific railroad tracks.

There are four main entrances to the first floor: one at the northeast corner
facing north; one at the northeast corner facing east; one at the northwest corner
facing north; and one at the northwest corner facing west. A customer-service area
with service windows, administrative service offices, file rooms, a vault, and the
postmaster's public and private offices are located along the north side of the main
floor, along the entire space between the two doors that open to the north.
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The major public postal lobby forms an elongated gallery lined with marble from
Tennessee, Vermont, and Texas, and is 22 feet wide, running the entire length of the
building. On the north side, facing Lancaster Avenue, are the offices of the post-
master and other executives which retain their original decorative features, while
the service windows and large mail-handling work room are on the south side of the
lobby. Spaced the length of this gallery-lobby are six glass-topped writing tables
resting on open-work bronze supports. The partitions on each side of the lobby are
lined with tan marble to a height of eight feet, with green marble pilasters spaced
regularly, and above that is a bronze grill reaching to the ceiling 25 feet above.
Composing the bronze grill are sculptural groups incorporating the United States Eagle
perched on each side of the U.S. Shield. The only evident change in the public area
is the closure of a few service windows. Grills, tables, post office boxes, and
other original features are considered furnishings by the U.S. Postal Service. The
ceiling is divided by cross beams and decorated in functional ornamental sculptured
plaster, with gold leaf and green used freely for artistic effect. Pendant lamps
with frosted glass globes are suspended from the ceiling at each end of the gallery.
The general mail work rooms have a hardwood parquet floor made of the end blocks of
2" x 4"s. The interior is maintained very well.

Approximately three-fourths of the first floor is used for mailhandling oper-
ations, with a mailing platform spanning the south side of the structure and with
truck passage space provided. On the second floor are located offices and conference
rooms, locker rooms, snack rooms, and toilet facilities. On the third floor there
are supply rooms, training rooms, storage rooms, and an air handling unit. In the
basement area there are training facilities, personnel offices, assembly areas,
locker rooms, plant maintenance offices, and storage for supplies.

There have been no major changes to the structure at any time, and its integrity
remains intact. The building is located at the southern end of the central business
district and is surrounded by highways and railroad structures.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During the 1930s, the construction of massive public buildings began to make a
notable impact on the Texas urban landscape. The Fort Worth Main Post Office exempli-
fies the huge Neo-Classical buildings evidently preferred by the federal government
at the time. 1Its large scale is balanced by many fine classically inspired details,
some of which were interpreted to appeal to local interests; heads of longhorns and
shorthorn cattle add a note of levity to the otherwise stern facade. The structure has
been a source of pride to the citizens of Fort Worth for more than half a century.

Fort Worth has had postal service since the fort from which the city took its
name was established in the mid-nineteenth century. All earlier post offices have
been demolished, leaving the massive 1931 Beaux Arts structure nominated herein with
the longest continuous association with mail delivery in the county.

Because of the community's growth and the need for expanded postal facilities,
in 1931 the federal govermment purchased a tract of land from the Texas and Pacific
Railroad Company for $200,000 on which to construct a new post office building. Its
location adjacent to the Texas and Pacific Railway Station was expected to improve
service, since most of the incoming and outgoing mail would be handled by the rail-
roads that used that station. Groundbreaking for the planned $1,245,000 building took
place on August 11, 1931, with the construction work being done by Ralph Sollitt and
Sons, a Chicago contracting firm.

The new post office building was designed by the firm of Wyatt C. Hedrick, a
nationally known architect-engineer. A native of Chatham, Virginia, Hedrick came to
Texas and established himself at Houston and Fort Worth. He owned the W.D. Hedrick
Construction Company from 1914 to 1922, at which time he became a partner with the
noted firm of Sanguinett, Staats, and Hedrick, Architects and Engineers. Later he
purchased the firm from his associates. At the time he secured the bid to design the
Fort Worth Main Post Office Building, Hedrick had an associate, J.J. Patterson, who
participated in drawing up the plans. Appropriately, Hedrick had been selected to
design the neighboring Texas and Pacific Railroad Terminal Building, which was com-
pleted in 1931. Hedrick's style of architecture for the two structures assured that
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a harmonious architectural district was to be enjoyed by Fort Worth citizens. The
selection of a prominent local architect was significant, as most Texas post offices
of the period appear to have been constructed from standard Department of the Treasury
designs.

The formal opening of the Fort Worth Post Office Building occurred on February 22,
1933, George Washington's birthday. Activities on the opening day were limited to the
delivery of mail through the rented boxes, as it was an official holiday. A few weeks
later, on April 9, 1933, a unique dedication ceremony held by the Julia Jackson Chapter
#141, United Daughters of the Confederacy, received special attention. That date was
chosen for its historical significance, being the 65th anniversary of the date Gen.
Robert E. Lee surrendered his forces at Appomattox, Virginia. The tablet, which sym-
bolized the reunification of the United States of America, was placed inside the front
northwest entrance of the building, and reads, '"Dedicated to the Confederate Veterans
by the UDC and SCV, Fort Worth, Texas, 1933."

The architecture of the United States Post Office is of considerable note locally.
While 1930s post offices are sometimes the most significant classical buildings in
small Texas towns, it is unusual for that to be the case in one of the largest cities
in the state. The United States Post Office, however, is arguably the most substantial
Beaux Arts/Classical Revival building in Fort Worth. The very rich main lobby, the
northern monumental facade, and even the cow-head capitals make the U.S. Post Office
unique in Fort Worth.
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—TFokt Worth Main Post Office under consi,
NW corner view, ca. 1932

United States Post Office, Fort Worth
Lancaster & Jennings Avenues
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photographer unknown - 1932

Negative on file Tarrant County Historical Commission,
Fort Worth

Northwest oblique, camera facing southeast

Photo 1 of 13






—Fort Worth Main Post Office under consks
Ne corner view, ca, 1932

United States Post Office, Fort Worth
Lancaster & Jennings Avenues
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photographer unknown, ca. 1933

Negative on file Tarrant County Historical Commission,
Fort Worth

Northeast oblique, camera facing southwest

Photo 2 of 13
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United States Post Office, Fort Worth
Lancaster & Jennings Avenues
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photographer unknown, ca. 1933

Negative on file Tarrant County Historical Commission,
Fort Worth

South facade, camera facing northeast

Photo 3 of 13






o P
\ h Main Post Office ae 4}2—
— Fort Wort ca. 1936.

view from south,

United States Post Office, Fort Worth
Lancaster & Jennings Avenues
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photographer unknown, ca. 1936

Negative on file Tarrant County Historical Commission,
Fort Worth

Aerial view, camera facing north; post office in center
foreground

Photo 4 of 13
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e Fort Worth Main Post Office ca.
1978, seen from the south

United States Post Office, Fort Worth
Lancaster & Jennings Avenues
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photographer unknown - 1978

Negative on file Tarrant County Historical Commission,
Fort Worth

Aerial view, camera facing northeast

Photo 5 of 13






United States Post Office, Fort Worth
Lancaster & Jennings Avenues
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photo by Peter Flagg Maxson, April 1984
Negative on file Texas Historical Commission, Austin

North facade, camera facing southwest
Photo 6 of 13






United States Post Office, Fort Worth
Lancaster & Jennings Avenues
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photographer unknown - 1980

Negative on file Tarrant County Historical Commission
Detail of capital

Photo 7 of 13






United States Post Office, Fort Worth
Lancaster & Jennings Avenues
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photo by Peter Flagg Maxson, April 1984

Negative on file Texas Historical Commission, Austin
East facade, camera facing southwest

Photo 8 of 13
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United States Post Office, Fort Worth
Lancaster & Jennings Avenues
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photo by Peter Flagg Maxson, April 1984
Negative on file Texas Historical Commission, Austin

West facade, camera facing southeast
Photo 9 of 13






United States Post Office, Fort Worth
Lancaster & Jennings Avenues
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photo by Peter Flagg Maxson, April 1984

Negative on file Texas Historical Commission, Austin
South facade, camera facing northeast

Photo 10 of 13






United States Post Office, Fort Worth
Lancaster & Jennings Avenues
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photo by Peter Flagg Maxson, April 1984
Negative on file Texas Historical Commission, Austin

Loading structure, camera facing southeast
Photo 11 of 13






United States Post Office, Fort Worth
Lancaster & Jennings Avenues
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photo by Peter Flagg Maxson, April 1984

Negative on file Texas Historical Commission, Austin
Main lobby, camera facing east

Photo 12 of 13






United States Post Office, Fort Worth
Lancaster & Jennings Avenues
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photo by Peter Flagg Maxson, April 1984

Negative on file Texas Historical Commission, Austin
Main lobby ceiling detail

Photo 13 of 13
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November 19, 1984

Honcrable Bob Balen
Mayor, City of Fort Worth
City Rail

1000 mhrockmo:ton Street
Fort Worth, TX 761C2

Dear Mayor Bolen: ' g -
Subject: Fort Borth, TX - Main Post otfica

The United States Poatal SQtvice would like to nominate the aubject facility

for placement on the Rational Register of Historic Places. : -

Betore we take final action to nominate the building, we would like to hlve

a letter from your office indicating that you concur with the nomination.

Pleasé proiidc this of!iéc with a 1ottct/exptcssiﬁq yodr aq:eonent'ct

disagreement with the nonination of this bnilding to the National Registct
of Historic Placcs. b 3o

~ Your prompt attention to this nn:ter vili be appreeiatida

stnéeteiy,

_Harold Robbins : 2 -
Real Estate Specialist _ - . - Ly

‘gcr SNR2, SNR2B, SX330, RTT, JR

Ref: SNR2B:JReichman:b3jd:0043L

e
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Real Estate and Buildings Department
475 L’Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC  20260-6400

February 26, 1985

Ms. Carol M. Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240-1002

Dear Ms. Shull:

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomination for the post
office located at Lancaster and Jennings Avenue, Tarrant
County, Fort Worth, Texas.

If you have any questions concerning this nomination, please
contact John Sorenson of this office at 202/245-4461.

Sincerely,

oL

a . Dogan
Director
Office of Real Estate
Real Estate and Buildings Department

Attachment
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