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Name: Dr. Rufus A. Roberts House Location: 210 South Broad Street
Cedar Hill, Texas

Owner of Property: Restoration Unlimited, Inc.

Address of Owner: c/o Barbara Douglas
Cedar Chest
601 Cedar
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104

BRIEF PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

The Roberts House is a two-story, wood-framed structure in cypress lap siding, with
a one-story wing centered in the rear. The main unit of the house features wooden cor-
ner boards, topped with pilasters and returns on the rear wing gable. Windows are
two-over-two double-hung sash with simple drip molds. The main unit of the house has a
mansard roof originally topped with a widow's walk. The rear wing is gable-roofed. The
front two-story bay window gives the house its Stick Style character. The weatherboarding
is interrupted with vertical exterior boards and corner boards. The gable is decorated
with locally crafted bargeboard and a Palladian window with art glass. The bargeboard
decoration is repeated in the purlins. The shed-roofed front porch has a gable over the
front door, also decorated with a locally crafted bargeboard. The porch columns are turned
posts on brick piers, with sunburst brackets.

The house is an example of the evolutionary mode of building, which appears to have
been especially common in Cedar Hill. Judging from structural evidence, the bay window
with its bargeboard was added after the construction of the house, and the front porch
remodeled still later, but probably shortly after the turn of the century. Reportedly,
the house is '"cyclone-proof'"; its foundation has 12' by 12' boards running south by south-

east.

Architectural Style: Victorian-era Stick Style Date of Construction: ca. 1884

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

This house is the most architecturally ornate house in Cedar Hill, and is the oldest
in the city. A charming example of a Stick Style house, this structure belonged to Dr.
Rufus A. Roberts, one of the town's leading early citizens. Dr. Roberts came to Cedar
Hill in 1859; he served in the Civil War and then returned to Cedar Hill, where he practiced
medicine and opened a drug store. He was instrumental in bringing the railroad to Cedar
Hill. Dr. Roberts continued his practice until around 1900, when he passed it on to his

son.

Acreage: Less than one acre U.S.G.S Quadrangle: Cedar Hill, Texas
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Verbal Boundary Description: No lot and block number. A .35 acre tract 83 ft. wide
(more or less) fronting Broad Street south of Cedar, 188 ft.
(more or less) in depth as descirbed in Vol. 81087, Page
1995-1996, deed records of Dallas County.

UTM Coordinates: 14 691740 3607260
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
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9. Major Bibliographical References
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Historic Resources of Cedar Hill
Cedar Hill, Dallas County, Texas

Site No. 1, Roberts House
210 S. Broad Street

Photo by Andy Reisberg, November 1983, neg on
file with Andy Reisberg, Flying Horse Photography,
Dallas

East facade
camera facing west-northwest
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Historic Resources of Cedar Hill
Cedar Hill, Dallas County, Texas

Site No. 1, Roberts House
210 S. Broad Street

Photo by Andy Reisberg, November 1983, neg on
file with Andy Reisberg, Flying Horse Photography,
Dallas

Detail of main staircase, downstairs hall
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000832




