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County Galveston 
City Galveston 
Name Merimax Building 

uses Quad 2994/231 Survey s i t e no. 23 
"UTMs 326930/3243800 (Zone 15) 
Date: factual 1895-96 Est. 

A d d r e s s 521-22nd Street Architect/Builder Alfred Muller 
Contractor 

Owner Brenda A. Donaloio & William D.  
George 

Address 2104 Strand - #3C 

Style/Type Romanesque Revival/Commercial 
_Origlnal use Telephone exchange 
Present use Commercial o f f i c e 

Galveston. 77550 Present condition Under r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , good. 
Block/Lot442/lots 8 and East % of l o t 9 (see attached survey) less than one acre  
Description 4-storv stuccoed masonry commercial structure; rectangular with f l a t  
roof; f i r s t f l o o r features recessed entrances and wood-frame shop-front windows  
with transoms. Principal entrance on 22nd Street defined by stuccoed round arch.  
Upper floors divided i n t o bays by stucco p i l a s t e r s ; windows set i n groups of three  
1/1 sash units. Third-floor window bays framed by broad round arches. The 22nd 
Street entrance bay rises above the building's cornice' l i n e to emphasize the p r i  
mary entrance. Entry bay framed by half-round p i l a s t e r s on upper stories. Building  
o r i g i n a l l y finished i n bric k , stuccoed over i n the 20th century with loss of some  
de t a i l s . Rehabilitation plans c a l l for r e i n s t a l l a t i o n of these missing elements,  
with the recessed panels of the o r i g i n a l cornice being fabricated i n fibreglass. 

Significance B u i l t by. and used as. Southwestern Telegraph and Telephone Company  
building from 1896 u n t i l 1938. Referred to as the "Telephone Buildina" for many 
years. Architect Alfred Muller was a major ar c h i t e c t i n Galveston; t h i s i s his  
sole surviving commercial building there. Claimed to be the "f i n e s t telephone 
building i n the west." Listed by i t s present name, Merimax Professional Building,  
for f i r s t time i n 1947 directory. Galveston was the home of the f i r s t telephone 
exchange i n Texas. By 1896, there were approximately 500 telephones i n Galveston. 
Prominent s i t e with relationship to mall and 22nd Street. 

Relationship to s i t e : Moved date or Original s i t e X Describe Site forms the 
southeast corner of the block 

Informant Bibliography Galveston Daily News 
9/1/1895; 8/21/1979. City Directories Recorder Ellen Beasley (Brenda A. Donaloio) 

Date 1982 (1984) 

Stare Historicr Preservation Officer Date 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Central Business D i s t r i c t M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State Galveston County. TEXAS 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature  

21. Texas Heroes Monument SutstantlVfl HaviftK Keeper ^^^^ <^^i.^>~- ^7^7/^^ 

Attest 

22. U.S. National Bank EntQrea I n T*ffeeper 
Rational Hegi-star " ""^^^ 7 

Attest 

Merimax Building ^^^^P^^ ^o^r^^a 7 ^ ^ ^ 
Substantive Hevle* 

Attest 

24. Keeper 

Attest 

25. Keeper 

Attest 

26. Keeper 

Attest 

27. Keeper 

Attest 

28. Keeper 

Attest 

29. Keeper 

Attest 

30. - Keeper 

Attest 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Merimax Building (Central Business District  
MRA) 
Galveston County 
TEXAS 

O resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CZI owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: 

5ubgtantlve. Hovlew 

W o r k i n g N o . DEC I 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due 
Action: 

_ R E T U R N 
_ REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

^ a mple • request EH appeal • NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer < ^ r j l ^ <Ẑ  t ^ 

przrryyXyTji-rT- Ct7CJ07^oh ^ i ^ . /Q^yU^ 

i~ 

Discipline _^iliiLlJ 
Date IpfE. 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed t}elow 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownerthip 
Public Acqui i i t ion 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

i m good 

• fair 

• deteriorated 

I I ruins 

• unexposed 

Ch6ck OfM 

• unaltered 

• altered 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 

Descrilie the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
• boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify hielow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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November 19, 1984 

(512) 475-3092 

TO: Amy Schlagel, National Park Service 

FROM: John Ferguson, Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

RE: Addition of the Merimax Building to the Historic Resources of Galveston 
Central Business District/Downtown Multiple Resource nomination 

Enclosed i s the f i r s t addition to be proposed to the above multiple resource 
nomination, which was l i s t e d on August 14, 1984. The Merimax Building, located 
at 521-527 22nd Street, was cited i n the text of the nomination by Ellen Beasley 
as a property which had the po t e n t i a l f o r nomination, pending correct rehab
i l i t a t i o n . This work has been reviewed and approved by our o f f i c e as well as 
the National Park Service Regional Office i n Denver. I f there are any questions 
concerning t h i s property, please f e e l free to contact me at 512-475-3094. 

NOV 3 0 198A 


