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1. Name 

or NPS use only 

received JAN 3 I 1984 

date entered 

historic JaMvi«My--4J;€^/tJllliamJ^ / f f i f n ^ l ' ^ u j ) 

and or common same 

2. Location 
street & number 4900 B ryce Avemi^ . . N/A not for publication 

city, town F o r t Wor th Ji/Avicinity of 

state Texas code 048 county T a r r a n t code 439 

3. Classiffication 
Catagory Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public occupied agriculture museum 
^ building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Accass ib le entertainment religious 
object X In process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name Dr. and Mrs. I r v i n Clayton 

street & number 4900 B ryce Avenue 

city, town Fort Worth NZA_ vicinity of state Texas 76107 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. T a r r a n t Coun ty C o u r t h o u s e 

street 4 number 100 W e a t h e r f o r d S t r e e t 

city, town Fort Worth state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
( 1 ) T a r r a n t Coun ty H i s t o r i c Resource Su rvey  

title ( 2 ) H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y has this property been determined eligible? yes no 
( 1 ) 1982  

date ( 2 ) 1983 federal state county local 

( 1 ) H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l o f T a r r a n t County 
depository for survey records ( 2 ) Texas Hi . c ; rn r i ra1 rnmrni nn 

(1) Fort Worth  
city, town (2) Austin state Texas 



7, Description 

Condition Check one Checli one 
X excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

good ruins X altered moved date N/A 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if itnown) physical appearance 

Fairview i s a masonry, two-story residence detailed i n a rather simple, yet handsome 
French Renaissance mode. The house features as3mmietrical fenestration and a series of 
recessed porches, some of which have been enclosed. The i n t e r i o r contains some f i n e , 
coved, plaster ceilings with r e l i e f ornament, and several handsome mantelpieces. 

The two-story masonry house named "Fairview" by i t s builder and owner, i s located 
on a large corner l o t i n the Arlington Heights section of Fort Worth. The house i s 
positioned i n the center of the l o t , and i s set well back from Bryce Avenue. S t y l i s t i c a l l y , 
the house i s a r e f l e c t i o n of the interest of l a t e nineteenth-century American architects 
i n French Renaissance architecture, especially the chateaux. Topped by a steeply pitched 
hipped roof, the house i s essentially square i n form, with a smaller, two-story wing 
projecting to the north. One enters the house from a pathway approaching from the south
east, through a simple iron gate. The southeast corner of the f i r s t f l o o r i s opened up 
by a pair of broad, round, arches that frame an inset porch. Exterior space i s added to 
th i s porch by a semicircular piazza that extends out to the east. This piazza i s surrounded 
by a brick balustrade with a stone cap. The s i m p l i c i t y of the d e t a i l i n g i s apparent on 
th i s entry porch, whose arches are ornamented only by the careful laying of bricks to form 
the arches. 

The central bay of the f i r s t f l o o r of the Bryce Avenue elevation i s formed by a group 
of three square-headed windows set under a single l i n t e l . Continuing along towards the 
west side of the house, another large, round-arch opening appears, f i l l e d with windows set 
i n a wooden frame. This i n f i l l e d arch leads to a semicircular addition on the west 
elevation of the house, which consists of large one-over-one windows shaded by a canvas 
awning. Above the awning runs a band of wooden shingles, and the entire addition i s 
topped by a decorative iron r a i l i n g around the second-story porch. The second story of 
the south, or Bryce Avenue, elevation i s more diverse i n i t s fenestration, but i s 
closely related to the f i r s t f l o o r through i t s use of broad arches and grouped windows. 
The southeast corner of the second story i s framed by two, somewhat flattened, round 
arches, one facing east, the other south. Both have been f i l l e d i n with t r i p a r t i t e 
windows set i n wooden frames, which rest on a base clad i n wooden shingles. Ornamental 
iron g r i l l e s have been attached to the lower halves of these openings. Just to the 
east of t h i s enclosed porch are three square-headed windows grouped together as a u n i t . 
Each window contains three l i g h t s and opens i n a casement fashion. A broad, recessed, 
segmental arch frames the adjoining group of three windows, each set i n a segmentally 
arched frame. The upward thrust of t h i s window group breaks the horizontal l i n e of the 
simple brick stringcourse above the second story, causing i t to follow the outline of the 
arch. The southwest corner of the second story i s also defined by a pair of flattened, 
round arches, of which the westward-facing arch opens onto the f l a t deck of the addition 
to the west side of the house. The south arch i s f i l l e d i n with a window unit treated 
i d e n t i c a l l y to those noted on the southeast second-story corner. 

The hipped roof topping the house s t i l l retains i t s o r i g i n a l slate, and features a 
series of interesting dormers. On the east elevation, a large dormer with two roof 
peaks protects a rather low band of windows. On the south, or main elevation, are two 
dormers, the smaller of which i s capped by a steeply pitched roof; i t s gabled face i s 
covered with slates. The larger dormer, positioned above the large, t r i p l e window units 
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of the south facade, rises as a continuation of the wall plane. This dormer has a stepped-
gable f r o n t , and contains three small windows set under massive rusticated l i n t e l s . The 
west slope of the roof i s also broken by a single dormer which i s i d e n t i c a l i n form to 
the small dormer of the south f r o n t . The character of the dormer windows i s perhaps the 
most overt evidence of the French Renaissance i n p i r a t i o n for the design of the house. 

The rear of the house i s formed by a two-story extension to the main block. This 
rear wing i s detailed i n an expectedly simpler manner than the street fronts of the house; 
i t s only ornament consists of stone l i n t e l s and s i l l s on the window openings. The 
northeast corner where the wing joins the main block i s f i l l e d i n by a shed-roofed mass 
that i s o r i g i n a l to the structure. Attached to t h i s section, and to the rear of the 
wing, are single-story additions which are clad i n wooden shingles. 

Towards the rear of the house i s a two-story, masonry carriage house which, although 
o r i g i n a l to the residence, was converted to a separate apartment i n the 1940s. I t s design 
follows the lead of the house, with a steeply pitched hipped roof being the most memorable 
characteristic of the structure. Also on the l o t are a small cottage and garage, which 
are of undetermined date and are not contributory to the s i t e . 

Upon entering Fairview, the f i r s t space encountered i s the s t a i r h a l l , from which 
the staircase rises i n three sections to the second story of the house. The s t a i r h a l l 
features paneled wainscotting. Proceeding westward from t h i s room, one enters a space 
which was o r i g i n a l l y an open porch, but has been closed i n to form a sunporch. This 
space i s enlarged by the semicircular addition noted e a r l i e r on the western, exterior 
elevation of the house. Running north from the s t a i r h a l l i s a narrow hallway leading to 
the service wing. To the r i g h t of the h a l l i s the l i v i n g room; to the l e f t , the dining 
room. Both of these rooms feature handsome, coved, plastered c e i l i n g moldings with 
ornament i n r e l i e f consisting of swags of foliage. The ornate character of the wooden 
mantel i n the dining room i s also noteworthy, while the fireplace opening i s framed with 
a b l i n d , round-arch molding. The secondj-story plan follows that of the f i r s t , with a 
narrow hallway running northward from the s t a i r h a l l . The formerly open porches on the 
south corners of t h i s f l o o r have been enclosed, and both now serve as dressing rooms. 
Two large bedrooms are set to each side of the hallway, with the rear wing devoted to 
a s i t t i n g room. 

Although there have been alterations largely executed i n the 1940s by the second 
occupant, the o r i g i n a l character of Fairview i s largely i n t a c t . The once-open porches 
at the southwest corners of the f i r s t and second floors and on the southeast corner of 
the second story have been enclosed, but t h i s work did not result i n the loss of any 
sig n i f i c a n t d e t a i l s , and could be reversed. The small s t r u c t u r a l additions to the north 
side of the house are simple and are of a smaller scale than the o r i g i n a l work. The most 
substantial addition i s the semicircular sun porch of the west elevation. A l l of the 
o r i g i n a l , major, i n t e r i o r elements are s t i l l i n place and i n excellent condition. 

The neighborhood around Fairview i s s t i l l r e s i d e n t i a l and quite w i l l - k e p t , although 
most of the residences are smaller than Fairview and are sited on smaller l o t s . 



8. Signifficance 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i f y below 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture religion 
law science 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specif ic d a t a s l 8 9 3 , 1946 a d d i t i o n s Bui lder /Arch i tect M a r s h a l l S a n g u i n e t , a r c h i t e c t 

Statomant of Significance (in one paragraph) William J. Bryce, builder 

The William J. Bryce House, named "Fairview" by i t s owner and builder, i s an excellent 
example of a l a t e 19th-century residence designed by the noted Fort Worth architect 
Marshall Sanguinet. Inspired by French Renaissance sources, the house exemplifies the 
quality of l i f e found i n the Arlington Heights subdivision at the turn of the century. 
William J. Bryce, the builder and f i r s t occupant of the residence, was a successful 
contractor who l a t e r served as the mayor of Fort Worth. 

Turn-of-the-century Fort Worth experienced rapid expansion i n population and an increase 
i n prosperity. In terms of re s i d e n t i a l construction, perhaps the most important neigh
borhood was Arlington Heights, located to the southwest of the downtown central business 
d i s t r i c t . One of the best preserved of these houses i s the 1893 residence of William J. 
Bryce. The house was designed by the f i r m of Messer, Sanguinet, and Messer, a f i r m which 
dissolved around 1895 to re-emerge as Sanguinet and Staats. A small i l l u s t r a t i o n of the 
Bryce House appeared i n an 1896 promotional book by Sanguinet and Staats. Marshall Sanguinet, 
the design partner i n these firms, was also a resident of Arlington Heights, and his res
idence at 4729 Collinwood Avenue was recently l i s t e d on the National Register. Sanguinet 
was a graduate of Washinton University i n St. Louis, class of 1883, whose architectural 
career i n Fort Worth lasted u n t i l his retirement i n 1926. He established a partnership 
with Carl Staats, by t r a i n i n g an engineer, and by the mid-1890s, had become the ci t y ' s 
preeminent architect. Among the many works of the fir m i n Fort Worth are the Fla t i r o n 
Building of 1907 and the Knights of Pythias Hall of 1901. The f i r m was also responsible 
for many of the ci t y ' s most prominent houses, including those for J.R. Pollock, Bacon 
Saunders, and C.H. Silliman, none of which have survived. 

William J. Bryce, the builder of the house, settled i n Fort Worth i n 1883, after 
immigrating from Scotland. Trained as a brickmason, Bryce quickly established himself 
i n the local building trades, and founded the Bryce Building Company i n 1907. Bryce 
was to work with Sanguinet and Staats on many j o i n t ventures, the most notable of which 
was the Knights of Pythias Hall. Bryce and Sanguinet were evidently close friends, since 
Bryce served as an honorary pallbearer at Sanguinet's funeral i n 1934. Bryce became 
active i n Fort Worth p o l i t i c a l c i r c l e s i n 1924, at which time he was appointed to the 
commission that drafted a new c i t y charter re s u l t i n g i n the establishment l o c a l l y of the 
council-manager form of government. In A p r i l of 1925, he was elected to the f i r s t c i t y 
council to be seated under the new charter. I n 1927, he was elected mayor, a post he 
would hold u n t i l his wife's f a i l i n g health caused him to resign i n 1933. Bryce resided 
at Fairview u n t i l his death i n 1944. The present owners of the house have continued to 
maintain the residence i n excellent condition. While the house has undergone some 
alterations, i t s t i l l clearly r e f l e c t s the character of Sanguinet's design. 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

A l l of Lot F-4, Chamberlain Arlington Heights Addition to the City of Fort Worth, Block 25. 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Dr. I r v i n Clayton 

organization date August 19, 1983 

street & number 4900 B ryce Avenue telephone (817 ) 732-2122 

city or town Fort Worth state Texas 76107 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in theNational Register and certify that it basj^een evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by^theNatlons fice. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State His to r ic Preservation O f f i c e r 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

T̂ĉ red in the 
Watioaal BeglatlB date 

X of the National Registel 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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Hoffmeyer, Michael C. Fort Worth Architecture; A History and Guide, 1873-1933. 
M.A. thesis. University of Texas at Arlington, 1980. 

Makers of Fort Worth. Fort Worth Newspaper A r t i s t s Association, 1914. 

Morrison, Andrew (ed.). The City of Fort Worth and the State of Texas. St. Louis: 
George W. Englehard, 1890. 

Paddock, Capt. B.B. (ed.). History of Texas, Fort Worth and the Texas Northwest Edition, 
vols. I and I I I , 1922. 

Texas Writers' Project. Research Data: Fort Worth and Tarrant County, Texas. 1936-1941.  

Documents 

Mimeographed documents on William J. Bryce, on f i l e with Acme Brick Company, Fort Worth. 

Historic Preservation Council for Tarrant County, Architectural Survey, October 1981. 

"Some Works from the Office of Sanguinet and Staats." Published by the fir m of Sanguinet 
and Staats, Fort Worth, 1896. 

Fort Worth Star Telegram, "Who's Who on Commission," by Mae Biddleson Burson, June 28, 1925, 

Interviews by I r v i n Clayton with: 

Bennett, Walter, Jr., grandson of founder of Acme Brick Company. 
Bondurant, Miles, Fort Worth. 
Guthrie, Jack Bryce, 1983. 
Saxe, Mrs. Serge, nee Westbrook. 
Shanafelt, Beverly, daughter of C.B. Brafa, 1983. 
S h e r r i l l , O.B. 
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1 . Name 

2. L o c a t i o n 

3. Class i f icat ion 

Categorv Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4 . O w n e r o f P roper t y 

5. L o c a t i o n o f Legal Desc r i p t i on 

6. Representa t ion in Ex i s t i ng Surveys 

Has th is proF>erty been d e t e r m i n e d e l ig ib le? • yes • n o 

7. Desc r ip t i on 

Condition 

excellent 

n good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

• ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

• altered 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 

Describe the present and or ig ina l ( i f k n o w n ) phys ica l appearance 

• s u m m a r y paragraph 

• completeness 

• c la r i t y 

• a l t e ra t i ons / i n teg r i t y 

• dates 

I I b o u n d a r y select ion 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
































