NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number all Page 4
Site No. 3 +—Historic Name: Sturgis National Bank
Siw AC 0 ed¥F (., TS
Photo No. 3 Date: 1893; ca. 1905
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Hillsboro, Texas 76645
UTM Reference: 676630/3542920

Original Use: Bank

U.S.G.S. Quadrangle: Hillsboro West

Architectural Description:
Physical Condition: Good
Date(s) of Alterations: ca. 1905

A Classical Revival, brick-stone-and-concrete, commercial buildings with a rectang-
ular plan, two stories, and a built-up (composite) roof with a pediment-shaped parapet
at front, this bank building features wooden and fixed-glass windows and doors, as well as
stone window sills and lintels. The main transomed entrance is enhanced with classical
detailing. The front is dominated by a two-story, attached, monumental, Classical Greek
portico of stone with fluted Doric columns resting on massive brick pedestals, and a full
entablature supporting the large pediment. '

Significance:
Period: 1800-1899, 1900-
Areas of Significance: Architecture, Commerce

This fine early-20th-century bank building, with its monumental Classical Revival
facade, is architecturally significant and serves as a prominent downtown landmark
situated on the northeast corner of S. Waco and W. Elm streets. No other commercial
building in Hillsboro, except for the Farmers National Bank building within the same
block, exhibits such an imposing facade. The Sturgis Bank, one of the first in Hill
County, had its origin in 1875 as a private institution owned by pioneer Hillsboro
bankers Jo Abbott and George F. Sturgis. After acquiring Abbott's interest in the bank,
the Sturgis family continued to operate the enterprise until 1894, 1In 1887 the bank was
nationalized and became known as the Sturgis National Bank. In 1912, it was consolidated
with the Citizens National Bank, which has gained notoriety as the largest financial
institution in Hill County.
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Hillsboro Mirror, June 18, 1930.
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Hillsboro, Hill County, Texas

Site No. 3, Citizens National Bank, 50 W. Elm

Photographer: Ellen Beasley, Spring 1982
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