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Name: "01d Rock Qq}oon"’ Historic Name: same N
Present Owner: Beerah Stubblefield Date: 1876
c/o D. Stubblefield :
403 Craig Block/Lot: Block 5, W. 23 ft. Lot 5

Hillsboro, Texas 76645
Acreage: less than one acre
Original Use: Saloon
Current Use: Insurance and real estate office
U.S.G.S. Quadrangle: Hillsboro West :
UTM Reference: 676600/3542920
Address: 58 W. Elm

Architectural Description:
Physical Condition: Good
Date(s) of Alterations: 1980-81; restored

This two-story, three-bay, vernacular commercial building, constructed of limestone
rubble and large cut blocks with partial stucco application on the facade, displays a
rectangular plan and symmetrical floor arrangement. Three upper-level, 1/1, double-hung,
wood-sash windows with bracketed hood molds contain stone sills. A gabled roof rises
behind the built up parapet. The fixed-glass transom strips above the wood and fixed-
glass storefront canopy are now blocked. During restoration and renovation in 1980-81.
some plaster was removed. This was the first building to be restored under the Texas
Main Street Program.

Significance:
Period: 1800-1899
Area of Significance: Architecture, Commerce, and History

The Rock Saloon is architecturally significant as the only surviving limestone
structure within the central business district. Judging from the cornerstone date of
1876, the vernacular building is probably the oldest commercial structure in Hillsboro.
The saloon, which originally featured a bar extending the length of the downstairs area,
was owned for a time by J. E. Ballard, Mayor of Hillsboro from 1889-1893. Originally
located at the rear of the building was a cockfighting pit and, upstairs a gambling hall.
Subsequent businesses operating here have included a confectionery, a tailor's shop,

pool hall, sewing machine shop, and hamburger joint.
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2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? [ yes D no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

[ excellent [] deteriorated [J unaltered O original site

[ good [ ruins [ attered ] moved date
& fair 38 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[J summary paragraph
] completeness
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8. Significance
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Historic Resources of Hillsboro

Hillsboro, Hill County, Texas

Site No. 4, 0ld Rock Saloon, 58 W. Elm

Photographer: Ellen Beasley, Spring 1982

Negative on file, Texas Historical Commission,
Austin

View: northwest oblique, camera facing southeast
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