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L^Name: Faraers National Bank Hist o r i c Name: same 

^Address: 68 W»»fr Elm S""̂- Date: ca. 1885; 1913 

Present Owner: Colonial Trust Co. Block/Lot: Block 5, W. 21 f t . Lot 1 
P.O. Box 406 

Hillsboro, Texas 76695 Acreage: Less than one acre 

Original Use: Bank Current Use: Bank 

U.S.G.S. Quadrangle: Hillsboro West UTM Reference: 676 540/3542920 

Architectural Description: 

Physical Condition: Excellent 

Date(s) of Alterations: ca. 1911, faced with new br i c k , classical facade added. 

This Classical Revival, two-story, rectangular, commercial building, constructed 
of k i l n - d r i e d b r i c k , stone, and concrete features two monumental, cast-concrete Ionic 
columns with smooth shafts between the wide entrance. Additional cast-concrete ornamen­
ta t i o n graces the fro n t facade with i t s single-arched window opening extending across the 
width. Window s i l l s and frames are of white limestone. A f u l l limestone entablature 
with large den t i l s and a s l i g h t l y projecting cornice crowns the building. The built-up 
(composite) roof i s topped with a decorative stone balustrade extending around the west 
side. Imported marble was used for t r i m , walls, and wainscoting i n the i n t e r i o r . Many 
old and a t t r a c t i v e I n t e r i o r furnishings have been retained. The building was remodeled 
about 1913 with the application of a new br i c k covering and the addition of a classical 
facade. The basement was also enlarged and two additional vaults added. The o r i g i n a l , 
angled, street entrance was eliminated by s t r u c t u r a l changes. 

Significance: 

Period: 1800-1899; 1900-

Areas of Significance: Architecture, Commerce 

Comparable to the Classical Revival bank at the opposite end of the block, the Farmers 
National Bank building i s an important landmark i n Hillsboro, and i s one of i t s most 
ar c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t structures. Although extensively remodeled about 1913, i t s 
early-20th-century a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y remains i n t a c t . The Farmers National Bank, 
organized and chartered i n 1887, was, u n t i l i t s purchase by the Colonial Trust Company 
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i n 1931, the oldest National bank i n Hillsboro. 

The Farmer's National relocated to i t s present s i t e i n 1898 af t e r acquiring the 
assets of the H i l l County National Bank. The o r i g i n a l incorporators of the bank were 
largely farmers and stockmen, and throughout the l a t e 19th and early 20th century. 
Farmers National Bank played an important role i n the development of Hillsboro and 
H i l l County. The bank was also active i n the development of other lines of industry. 
Among the prominent persons associated with the bank i n i t s early years were J.D. 
Warren, the f i r s t president, and T.S. Smith, an Attorney General of Texas. 

Bibliography: 

Hillsboro Reporter, July 21, 1966. 

Hillsboro Dally Mirror, January 12, 1967. 

RTHL Fi l e s , Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission, Austin. 
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