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31. Name: Williams-Tarbutton House CGommon-names - Dr. Wilburn Williams -Housê ~=*N 
-Tarhnrron. Housef^ ' 

Location: 626 Lindsay Stjfeetr 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n : Category - bu i l d i n g ; Ownership - private; Status - occupied; 
Accessible - yes, r e s t r i c t e d ; Present use - private residence. 

Owner of property: Mrs. Myrtle Penn Williams Tarbutton 
626 Lindsey Street 
San Marcos, Texas 78666 

Description: Condition - good; Altered; Original s i t e . 

Nestled i n an oak grove on a h i l l s i d e i s the Williams-Tarbutton House, an important 
P r a i r i e - s t y l e home. Two stories plus basement, red brick walls, low hipped roof of 
green-painted standing-seam metal, broad overhanging eaves, and irregular plan are the 
basic characteristics of the house. 

The house faces Lindsey Street. On that side occurs the main extension from the 
house block. Here four massive, rectangular piers define the large f i r s t - f l o o r porch 
which has been screened. The porch openings rest on a broad concrete stringcourse that 
i s also found under the second-floor windows. Small brick piers below the stringcourse 
add a touch of d e t a i l . Set back from the porch on the second f l o o r i s a section enclosed 
by 8-by-8 casement windows. 

The long axis runs along Roger Street. On that side, the eaves of the hip-roofed 
porte-cochere and f i r s t - f l o o r kitchen wing add horizontal emphasis. A rectangular bay 
distinguishes the Scott Street side. Three f i r s t - f l o o r windows are double hung. A l l 
are on thick, white, concrete s i l l s . The stained-glass panels that flank the fireplace 
replace p l a i n glass. 

There are several a t t r a c t i v e i n t e r i o r features, such as pocket French doors between 
the entry and l i v i n g room and dining room, low arches, b u i l t - i n bookcases, and c e i l i n g 
moldings. Progressive innovations include a laundry chute, a cedar closet, linen closet, 
and central vacuum system. I n t e r i o r spaces are large and a i r y , i n keeping with the 
exterior s t y l e . 

The only major a l t e r a t i o n was a 1948 extension of the kitchen. Glass bricks and 
casements indicate the newer section. Since the addition merely elarged a pre-existing 
block, no real, adverse effec t was made. The porch was screened at the same time. 
Carpeting was l a i d over the oak f l o o r s . 
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On the northern edge of the property there i s a reddish-orange garage. The grounds, 
much of which rest on stone i n f i l l , are shaded by large oak trees. A wall around the 
property and a matching garage envisioned by Ayres were not b u i l t because of a cost 
overrun. 

Significance: Period - 1900- ; Areas of significance - achitecture, other (medicine); 
Specific dates - 1912-1914. Atlee B. Ayres, arc h i t e c t , Oscar 
Davis, mason. 

The P r a i r i e Style was never as popular i n Texas as i t was further north. Therefore, 
a clearly defined example of the s t y l e i s inherently s i g n i f i c a n t . W i l l Martindale's 
house, designed by Atlee B. Ayres with strong horizontal l i n e s , overhanging eaves, and 
geometric forms, i s such an example. Dr. Wilburn Williams, a long-time San Marcos 
physician, lent the house additional h i s t o r i c a l importance. 

W.W. Martindale, a prosperous l o c a l farmer, began construction i n 1912. A pro
minent San Antonio architect had drawn the plans; San Marcos resident Oscar Davis did 
most of the b r i c k and rock work. The o r i g i n a l cost estimate was $12,000, but by the 
time the house was finished i n 1914 i t had increased to about $15,000. At the time 
of completion, the house must have seemed a marvel of modernity. The sleek lines and 
open spaces s t i l l contrast dramatically with the late-Victorian structures that were 
then the norm. B u i l t - i n conveniences such as the cedar closet and vacuum system made 
l i f e easier. 

In 1930, Dr. Wilburn Williams bought the house and the Martindales moved to the 
former Williams home. Dr. Williams practiced medicine i n town fo r 42 years. He and 
his wife Myrtle operated a private h o s p i t a l , the San Marcos Sanitarium, on the corner 
of Bishop and Belvin from 1912 to 1919. 

The Williams' daughter Myrtle inherited the house, and she and her husband now 
reside there. 

Bibliography: 

Tula Townsend Wyatt, "A History of Memorial Hospital," c. 1938, unpublished. On 
f i l e at the San Marcos Public Library. 

Interview with Frances Stovall, July 8, 1982. 
Interview w i t h Myrtle Penn Williams Tarbutton and Ed Tarbutton, A p r i l 29, 1982. 
Interview of Myrtle Tarbutton by Gwen Smith, undated. 

Geographical data: Acreage - approximately one acre. 
UTM reference - G 14 / 601330 / 3306060 

Verbal Boundary Description - C.L. McGehee Addition, Block 4, Lots 3 and 4. 
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