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17. Name: Ragsdale-Jackman-Yarbough House 

Location: 621 Wpst San Antonio Street 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n : Category - building; Ownership - private; Status - occupied; 
Accessible - yes, r e s t r i c t e d ; Present use - residence. 

Owner of property: Mr. and Mrs. Yancy Yarbrough 
621 West San Antonio Street 
San Marcos, Texas 78666 

Description: Condition - good; Altered; Original s i t e . 

In plan, the two-story Ragsdale-Jackman-Yarbrough House generally follows a rectangular 
layout with central h a l l . A one-story kitchen and l i b r a r y extends toward the east. 
The front (northwest) facade i s symmetrical. A f l a t - r o o f e d , three-bay porch on square 
p i l l a r s and eight shuttered windows with four-over-four l i g h t s are centered on the round-
arch double fr o n t door which i s mirrored above by a single door. A gable roof, now 
covered i n red asbestos shingles, runs the long axis of the building. A cross gable 
covers the rear wing, a shed roof the rear enclosed porch. Brackets are found under 
the eaves along with an elegant geometric f r i e z e formed of moldings. The cypress siding 
i s painted white. 

Because of i t s age and many occupants, the house has been changed over the years. 
The most marked a l t e r a t i o n outside i s the porch. Round columns to replace the originals 
could not be found i n 1947, so square p i l l a r s were used and the porch f l o o r was finished 
i n concrete and ceramic t i l e . The balusters on the balcony are o r i g i n a l , however. The 
windows and doors on the main facades are appropriate to the period, except for one 
alumintrai screen. In the rear, a screened porch was expanded s l i g h t l y and enclosed. A 
wall separating the l i v i n g room and dining room was moved back, and the f i r p l a c e shifted 
to make the space symmetrical. Some i n t e r i o r surfaces were covered. 

Since i t dates from the l a s t days of the Greek Revival period, the house was always 
simply detailed. These a l t e r a t i o n s , therefore, have made less impact than they might 
have. The home i s graciously decorated, using some hand-carved f u r n i t u r e and Mrs. 
Yarbrough^ exquisite rugs and needlepoint. The old carved staircase i s s t i l l the center
piece of the house. 

An unobtrusive 1940s-style frame garage i s located to the east of the house. Behind 
the house and garage stretches a large shaded yard. 

Significance: Period - 1800-1899; Areas of significance - architecture, exploration/ 
settlement. Specific dates - 1868. 
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The Ragsdale-Jackman-Yarbrough House i s the oldest occupied residence i n town, and 
may also be the oldest frame house. B u i l t i n 1868, i t displays the symmetry s t i l l 
popular from the Greek Revival period, embellished with restrained, early I t a l i a n a t e 
d e t a i l . I t s owners have contributed much to l o c a l history. 

Peter Ragsdale, who had the house b u i l t of lumber hauled by oxteam from Indianola, 
on the Gulf coast, was a veteran of the Texas Revolution. He had sold beef to Sam 
Houston's army and fought at the b a t t l e of San Jacinto. After the war, he established 
a trading post i n the next county and worked as a c i v i l engineer. After his death, 
Mrs. Ragsdale operated a school for g i r l s and a hospital for female Coronal students 
i n the home. In 1890, she sold the house to William Turner ("Uncle B i l l y " ) Jackman, 
who had made about 13 c a t t l e drives to northern markets over the previous 20 years. 
Jackman was elected to the s h e r i f f ' s o f f i c e i n 1892, and served 20 c o l o r f u l years. A 
legend that he kept prisoners overnight i n the crawlspace under the house was lent credence 
when the present owners found a trap door i n the l i b r a r y f l o o r . During Woodrow Wilson's 
two terms, Jackman was postmaster i n San Marcos. He was known for his w e l l - t o l d stories 
of Texas history, and died i n 1939. In 1947, the house was bought and refurbished by 
Nancy and Merle Yarbrough, highly respected San Marcos educators. 

Bibliography: 

Tula Townsend Wyatt and Yancy Yarbrough, "The Yarbrough Residence, 621 West San 
Antonio Street." Monograph prepared for the Heritage Association of San Marcos 
Tours of D i s t i n c t i o n , 1981. On f i l e at the San Marcos Public Library. 

Geographical information: Acreage - less than one acre. 
UTM reference - 14 / 601780 / 3305670 

Verbal Boundary Description - D.S. Combs Addition, Block 1, east part of Lot 1, 
west part of Lot 2. The l o t measures 99 feet along West San Antonio, beginning at a 
point 50 f t . north of the intersection of W. San Antonio and Jackman Streets, and i s 
303 f t . deep. 
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