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4. Name: Moore Grocery Company (Cemmoiv name , King Feed Company) 

Location: 101 Sp«tiT Edward Gary Street 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n : Category - b u i l d i n g ; Ownership - private; Status - occupied; 
Accessible - yes, unrestricted; Present use - commercial. 

Owner of property: Mrs. Lotha Mae King 
102 Norcrest 

San Marcos, Texas 78666 

Description: Condition - good; Altered; Original s i t e . 
On the edge of the downtown area near the r a i l r o a d tracks, i s the Moore Grocery 

Company Building, now the King Feed Company. The one-story structure, with basement 
and mezzanine, i s of buff brick which has been painted white on the exterior. The low 
gabled roof i s masked on the west facade by a stepped parapet. A low, shed-roofed, porch 
is also on t h i s side. On the south w a l l are a small o f f i c e addition of b r i c k , and a 
corrugated-metal dock room. 

The north w a l l i s pierced at ground l e v e l by seven basement vents. The f i v e windows 
on the f i r s t f l o o r have four-over-four l i g h t s , while the f i v e windows on the second level 
have single panes. A l l openings are under segmental rowlock arches, and the windows are 
barred. Similar fenestration i s found on the south w a l l , but i s obscured by the dock 
addition. A large double door and a s l i d i n g door allow access. The west, entrance 
facade contains two sets of double doors under arched and barred transoms flanked by 
two similar windows with four-over-four l i g h t s . Between the doors i s a modem plate-
glass window. 

Several features distinguish the i n t e r i o r . A wooden l o f t against the south wall i s 
reached by a single f l i g h t of wooden s t a i r s . Toward the store's rear i s the o r i g i n a l 
Otis Elevator on a rope and pulley system. I t i s s t i l l used. The o f f i c e i s enclosed 
within the southeast comer and embellished with beaded ceilings and other wood finishes, 
and the metal addition i s the o r i g i n a l f l o o r scale. There, one can read "Moore Grocery 
Co." painted on the s l i d i n g door. Wooden f l o o r s , lack of temperature control, and the 
musty odor of feed and plants enhance the early 20th century atmosphere. 

Alterations have been few. An unobtrusive, low, clay-brick room was added to the 
rear by Mr. Moore. The aforementioned additions a l l appear to have been b u i l t shortly 
after the erection of the main structure. The plate glass window and three aluminum doors 
are the only noticeable modem changes. 
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Significance: Period - 1900- ; Areas of significance - commerce; 
Specific dates - 1913. 

In some towns, there are buildings that encapsulate a certain aspect of local 
history. In San Marcos, the building at 101 South Edward Gary portrays early 20th century, 
middle-class commerce. I t housed the Moore Grocery Company and i s presently home to the 
King Feed Company. Neither business has obscured the o r i g i n a l f i x t u r e s or the stately 
u t i l i t a r i a n design, which i s the best preserved of i t s type and period i n town. 

John. M. Moore had the store b u i l t i n 1913. His wholesale grocery company competed 
with the only other similar o u t f i t , the Southern Grocery Company. A 1918 f i r e , rumored 
to have been set to hide stolen rationed goods, destroyed the l a t t e r store. Moore em­
ployed several salesmen to s e l l staples, canned goods, candy, dried f r u i t , and general 
merchandise to l o c a l and area r e t a i l e r s . Occasionally he sold to i n s t i t u t i o n s such as 
the Austin State Hospital and the State Blind School. The company seems to have dealt 
i n a l l types of neccesities except highly perishable f r u i t s and vegetables. Upstairs, 
t i r e s and tubes were fo r sale. Deliveries arrived v i a r a i l r o a d and unloaded at the spur 
that ran alongside the building. Bulk items were repackaged fo r sale to r e t a i l e r s . 
Moore added a room to the rear to contain low wire-mesh tables for drying and/or 
storing f r u i t and stocks of matches. The f i r e w a l l between t h i s room and the main 
building recently saved the store from complete destruction by arson. 

After a b r i e f period as the Groce-Wearden Grocery Company, the building was sold i n 
1955 to Clarence T. King, who moved his feed business there. Remaining i n place are 
the o r i g i n a l Otis Elevator, the f l o o r scale, wood f l o o r s , and s l i d i n g doors. The entire 
atmosphere i s reminiscent of the decades when these businesses were central to the 
community. 

Bibliography: 

San Marcos Record, October 8, 1959. 
Lotha Mae King, unpublished w r i t t e n material, March 1982. On f i l e at San Marcos 

Public Library. 
Interview with Bess Moore Hopson, July 7, 1982. 

Geographical data: Acreage - less than one acre 
UTM reference - 14 / 602570 / 3305970 

Verbal Boundary Description - Original Town Site, Block 6, Lot 5. Behind the 
building there are large feed hoppers and a modern cinder-block, lawn-mower shop. 
On the south i s a parking l o t . Although these are under the same ownership, they do 
not add to the nominated building's significance and are on d i f f e r e n t l o t s and detached 
from the main building. Therefore, they are not included i n the legal description. 
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