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21. Name: Hutchison House 

Location: Northaast-eurtiCf of" LBJ Drive and University St*«e*. 

Clas s i f i c a t i o n : Category - bui l d i n g ; Ownership - public; Status - occupied; 
Accessible - yes, unrestricted; Present use - educational, offices. 

Owner of property: Southwest Texas State University 
Mr. Robert Hardesty, President 
J.C. Kellam H a l l , SWTSU 
San Marcos, Texas 78666 

Description: Condition - good; Altered Moved 1967. 

A myriad of angles and surfaces characterize the two-story frame Hutchison House. 
Under a hipped roof topped by four pointed f i n i a l s , gables, some with t h e i r own dormers 
and bays, protrude i n a l l four main directions and the northwest. A hexagonal o r i e l at 
the southwest comer under a pyramidal roof completes the general layout. 

The f r o n t facade on LBJ Drive includes a one-story, low-pitched porch with pediment 
and tumed posts. An unusual, cut-out medallion design, spaced between small spindles, 
forms the under-eave trim. The second-floor t r i p l e t of sash windows with one-over-one 
l i g h t s i s set below a spindle bargeboard i n the gable end, and above a course of dec
orative square-sawn shingles. The diagonal bay carries a two-story square bay with 
curved brackets and a small gable over a small porch on the f i r s t f l o o r . Each l i t t l e 
roof shelters a window with one-over-one l i g h t s , A similar squared bay i s found on the 
south w a l l , where there are two window t r i p l e t s , 

Similar a r t i c u l a t i o n continues around the house. There i s another small porch, on 
the south w a l l of the kitchen wing, that i s decorated l i k e the f r o n t porch. 

Beneath the eaves runs an in t e r e s t i n g band of board-and-batten blocks that become 
brackets as they f i l l the roof angle. The general motif i s repeated i n the dentils 
below the o r i e l ' s window s i l l s . A simple board course connects window s i l l s on the 
second f l o o r . 

Wood shingles cover the roof. No chimneys appear i n the photo taken immediately 
before the house was moved, so presumably they had been removed before that date. 

The building was r e h a b i l i t a t e d immediately a f t e r i t was moved from the l o t 
immediately to the north. The only noticeable i n t r u s i o n was the use of a poured con
crete porch f l o o r . The house i s now painted white with dark brown t r i m . Reportedly, 
former residents were consulted on the proper paint colors. 
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The i n t e r i o r was converted for o f f i c e space, but i t s major features are preserved. 
Upon entering, a carved walnut s t a i r on one's r i g h t leads f i r s t to the o r i e l , which 
i s l i t by colored glass windows, and then to the second f l o o r . The s t a i r ' s bottom 
newel extends to the c e i l i n g to form a p i l l a r . Moldings surrounding doors and windows 
consist of nine rounded ridges between f l a t edges and are s l i g h t l y convex. Ball and 
dowel fretwork decorates the ornate fireplace i n what was the dining room and the transom 
area of the o r i e l entrance. There i s another f i n e fireplace i n the l i v i n g room^ The 
front door appears to be o r i g i n a l . 

Significance: Period 1800-1899, 1900- : Areas of significance - architecture, 
^-gei^tics/guveiumeuL."? Specific dates - 1896. Charles S. Sinz, 

j ^ ^ * ioi*' architect and contractor. 

Standards of Victorian taste are wel l expressed i n the many gables, bays, and carved 
detai l s of the Hutchison House. Intr i c a c y of l i n e i s repeated inside i n the walnut 
s t a i r , mantel, and fretwork. 

Charles S. Sinz, a German craftsman who also b u i l t some of the houses on Belvin 
Street, designed the house for Beverly Hutchison, son of Major W.O. Hutchison, one of 
the town's early developers. The Hutchison family l i v e d here from 1896, when the house 
was b u i l t , u n t i l 1913, when they moved to Kyle. 

During the Hutchison residence, the home was the epitome of late Victorian elegance. 
The floorplan i s i r r e g u l a r , r e f l e c t i n g the faceted exterior appearance. A t i n y room 
wi t h i n an o r i e l at the s t a i r landing i s a feature unique to the town. Other items are 
comparable: the walnut panelling on the s t a i r spandrel, deeply incised newels, bullseye 
moldings, pocket doors, and walnut mantels embellished with b a l l and dowel tr i m that 
i s echoed on the fretwork at the o r i e l . 

The house changed owners several times, but was regularly operated as a boarding 
house. Among the student boarders was president-to-be Johnson, who took his meals here 
from March, 1927 to September, 1928 and during the summer of 1929. Other accounts 
report that Johnson l i v e d here. The exact nature of his association i s s t i l l debated, 
but that he spent a great deal of time i n t h i s house i s undisputed. Johnson r e v i s i t e d 
the house i n 1964. 

Three years l a t e r the house had to be moved to an adjacent l o t i n order to save i t 
from demolition by the Urban Renewal Agency. Because i t was moved only a short distance, 
approximately 60 feet , changes were minimal. The subsequent r e h a b i l i t a t i o n was basically 
sensitive, and the house can be considered to have retained i t s architectural and 
h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y . 
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Bibliography: 

Fances Stovall, "Hutchison House, the LBJ Alumni House," unpublished monograph, 
A p r i l 16, 1980. On f i l e at the San Marcos Public Library. 

Real estate appraisal f i l e of A.N. Moon, SRA, C.M.B., 116*5 W. Hopkins. 
H i s t o r i c a l Markers of Hays County 1907-1976, p. 81. 

Geographical data: Acreage - less than one acre. 
UTM reference - 14 / 602350 / 3306400 

Verbal Boundary Description - The nominated property i s a rectangle 90 f t . deep, 
measured from the northeast corner of University and LBJ and extending along University, 
and 75 f t . wide, measured from the same corner and running along LBJ. The eastern and 
southern lines are coincident with ornamental b r i c k walls. 
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