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19. Name: Heard House
. e

Location: 620 West San Antonio Street

Classification: Category - building; Ownership - private; Status - occupied;
Accessible - yes, restricted; Present use - private residence.

Owner of property: Mrs. Flora Baker
620 West San Antonio Street
San Marcos, Texas 78666

Description: Condition - good; Altered; Original site.

Typical of Texas Victorian houses is the Heard House, a white frame structure of
two stories plus attic under a complex hipped roof with crossed gables and a bell-
shaped turret. Across the front and around the east corner is a one-story porch. A
second-floor porch is inset between the octagonal turret and an ell. During the 1920s,
a sleeping porch was added to the northeast second floor. A one-story addition to the
kitchen was made in 1954.

Detail is concentrated on the San Antonio Street facade. The main porch is enlivened
with stylized lyres under the eaves, sawn brackets, turned posts, and spindle rails which
are repeated on the second floor. Sawn brackets adorn the diagonal corners of ells
extending from the southeast and northeast walls.

The sash windows are the original, and have one-over-one lights. The original
wooden shingles were replaced in 1944 by composition shingles. This and the previously
mentioned alterations have made a minimal impact on the integrity of the structure.

Several hallmarks of Victorian interior design are in place: pocket doors, bullseye
moldings, an oak and ceramic tile fireplace, and a beautiful coffered stair spandrel.
Interior alterations have obscured some surfaces, but have not replaced original materials.

Significance: Period - 1800-1899; Areas of significance - architecture.
Specific dates - 1888.

Last of the local turretted mansions, the Heard House on West San Antonio Street
is a fine example of a Victorian type popular for its romantic, grandiose profile.
Particularly notable are the porch trim and the wooden interior finishes. The house
was built for a successful rancher.

Samuel McGehee Heard (born 1854) came to Texas from Arkansas as a child. He was
educated by Major Ezekial Nance at his school near Kyle and apprenticed to Nance to
learn the ranching business. In 1882, he married Nancy Zively, with whom he had six
children. Six years later, he bought the nominated property from D.A. Nance.
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Evidently, Heard was good at his trade, because in about 1888, he was able to build
one of the fanciest houses in town. Many farmers and ranchers who had made their for-
tunes in the country were finding, during this period, that a house in town had definite
social and financial advantages. Heard's home was distinguished by a three-story turret

and lacy porch trim.

At the time the Heards built the house they owned the land from there down to (now)
626 W. San Antonio, and north to (now) Hopkins Street. Heard kept horses on this land,
and rode to his ranch to oversee it.

Heard was described in an ebullient, but uninformative, obituary as a '"genuine
cowman--the ideal ranchman" in 1909. Family members remained in the house until 1944,

when the late husband of the present owner purchased it.
Bibliography:

Obituary for Samuel McGehee Heard, undated, source not stated. On file at San
Marcos Public Library.

Deed records for Hays County.

Interview with Flora Baker, April 5, 1982.

Geographical data: Acreage - approximately two acres.
UTM reference 14 / 601740 / 3305700

Verbal Boundary Description - The nominated property is within Farm Lot 15. It
is an L-shaped lot, beginning 166.9 ft. northeast of the intersection of Scott Street
and West San Antonio, measured along W. San Antonio. At that point, the line makes a
90° turn and extends northwest for 255 ft., then makes a 90° turn toward the northeast
and proceeds in that direction for 70 ft. It then makes another right-angle turn, back
toward the southeast, and stretches 78.3 ft., where it turns a right angle to the north-
east and runs 63.78 feet. (The ell has therefore been defined). At that point, the
line makes a 90° turn, toward W. San Antonio Street, or the southeast, and runs the 233.4
ft. to the street. Frontage along West San Antonio is 134.3 feet.
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Historic Resources of San Marcos
San Marcos, Hays County, Texas
#19, Heard House

Photo by Lissa Anderson, July, 1982. ‘
Negative property of HASM, on file at SMPL.

Southeast facade, camera facing northwest.
Photo 77 of 150.






Historic Resources of San Marcos
San Marcos, Hays County, Texas
#19, Heard House

Photo by Lissa Anderson, July, 1982.
Negative property of HASM, on file at SMPL.

North oblique, camera faci
Photo 78 o? 150. -






Historic Resources of San Marcos

San Marcos, Hays County, Texas
#19. Heard House

Photo by Lissa Anderson, July, 1982.
Negative property of HASM, on file at SMPL.

Detail of southeast facade, camera facing west
Photo 79 of 150.
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