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24. Name: Goforth-Harris House 

Location: 401 Comanche St-rcet 

Clas s i f i c a t i o n : Category - bu i l d i n g ; Ownership - private; Status - occupied; 
Accessible - yes, r e s t r i c t e d ; Present use - private residence. 

Owner of property: Dr. John H. Hooker 
205 Briarwood 

New Braunfels, Texas 78130 

Description: Condition - good; Altered; Original s i t e . 

A two-story, white, frame structure under a hipped roof with cross gable, the Goforth-
Harris House bears characteristic Victorian features. A curved double gallery f i l l s 
the space between the main block and the e l l . Three-sided bays occur on the north and 
south facades. Distinguishing det a i l s are the concentric, quarter-circle porch brackets, 
t h e i r attendant paired tumed posts, as w e l l as fishscale shingles, pendants, and sawn 
brackets i n the gable ends. Shutters flank the fr o n t windows with t h e i r one-over-one 
l i g h t s ; the rear facade has windows with two-over-two l i g h t s . There are two bric k 
chimneys. 

Because the house has been divided i n t o apartments, i t has undergone some a l t e r 
ation. The roof i s covered i n composition shingles and a small rear porch and i t s s t a i r 
have been enclosed. However, the other three faces are v i r t u a l l y unchanged, and the 
angle of the l o t obscures the roof. I n t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s include new wallpaper, panelling, 
and carpet, but leave i n t a c t coffered wainscoting, bullseye moldings, some beaded walls 
and c e i l i n g s , and the omate inglenook and pendants of the omate s t a i r s . A l l alterations 
appear reversible. 

Significance: Period - 1800-1899, 1900- ; Areas of significance - architecture, 
education. Specific dates - c. 1905. 

Residents of the Goforth-Harris House have been deeply involved i n Texas education. 
The house i s also a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t . With i t s assymetrical plan and grace
f u l l y detailed porch, i t i s t y p i c a l of l a t e Victorian residences. 

J.T. Goforth, who with his wife Lucinda b u i l t the home i n about 1905, founded and 
gave his name to a now empty town about 12 miles northeast of San Marcos. He and two 
others also founded the Goforth School and contributed most of the operating funds. 
In 1913, the Goforths sold the present house to Thomas Green and Lon Harris. After 
earning his B.A. and M.A. i n Tennessee and teaching school i n Georgia, Harris came to 
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Texas i n 1879. Eventually he served as superintendant of schools i n Weatherford, Mans
f i e l d , Piano, Dallas, Houston, and Austin. In 1903 he moved to San Marcos and was 
named the f i r s t president of Southwest Texas Normal School. In 1911 he transferred to 
the San Marcos Baptist Academy to become i t s second president. Even aft e r his r e t i r e 
ment i n 1915, Harris taught math at Sul Ross State College for s i x years, and superin
tended San Benito schools three years. He died i n 1934. The house remained a residence 
u n t i l converted in t o three apartments i n recent years. 

Bibliography: 

Handbook of Texas, v o l . 3. 
San Marcos Record, September 25, 1936. 
The Citizen-Advertiser, February 3, 1966. 

Geographical data: Acreage - less than one acre. 
UTM reference - 14 / 601930 / 3306330 

Verbal Boundary Description - P.G. Woods Addition, south part of l o t 6, 7, 8. 
The property measures 98.87 f t . along Comanche, measured from the corner of Comanche 
and Pat Garrison and proceeding north, and i s 250 f t . i n depth, measured from the same 
corner. 
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