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3. Name: Farmers Union Gin Company 

Location: 120 Grove St;?eet 

Cla s s i f i c a t i o n : Category - building; Ownership - private; Status - work i n progress; 
Accessible - yes, unrestricted; Present use - commercial (restaurant) 

Owner of property: Randall Morris, William Crook, H. Arlan Conners 
c/o Randall Morris and Associates 
216 North Street 
San Marcos, Texas 78666 

Description: Condition - good; Altered; Original s i t e 

Next to the MKT tracks i n the town's i n d u s t r i a l area i s the Farmers Union Gin 
Company building. The complex centers on a rectangular, b u f f - b r i c k building under a 
gabled, corrugated-tin roof. This was the ginning room, b u i l t 1910-11. Five windows 
with six-over-six l i g h t s under brown-brick, segmental arches connected by a s t r i n g 
course, and a nine-pane roundel, also framed by brown b r i c k , add elegance to the south 
facade. A round metal stack, capped by a cone, protrudes above the r o o f l i n e . On th i s 
facade's west end the o r i g i n a l s l i d i n g door i s i n place under a metal canopy that 
shelters the scales. 

As b u i l t , the north facade generally echoed the south. I t s exterior wall became 
an i n t e r i o r one when a red-brick building was erected to house a t h i r d battery during 
the early 1920s. The east facade includes another s l i d i n g door and a second s t r i n g 
course. The west end was enclosed by l a t e 1920s construction for the coal room. 
U t i l i t a r i a n structures toward the northwest were a u x i l i a r y to the gin's operation and 
date from the same general period. 

The i n t e r i o r i s n a t u r a l l y , unadorned, but does show the building's character. Iron 
trusses support the gin-room roof; there i s no c e i l i n g . Wooden posts 5 inches square 
brace the walls. The walls' double thickness i s evident by the absence of segmental 
arches on the i n t e r i o r ; the windows display f l a t wooden l i n t e l s . Concrete, reputed to 
be of an extraordinary hardness, supports the heavy equiptment and remains i n t a c t . 

Just southwest of the main build i n g i s a small structure with a hipped, metal roof 
that protected the cotton wagons. I t and the aforementioned attached buildings should a l l 
be considered "contributing," but vary i n t h e i r significance. 

Rehabilitation i s planned as a restaurant. 

Significance: Period - 1900- : Areas of significance - architecture, industry. 
Specific dates - 1910-1911. 
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For about 50 years, cotton was a mainstay of the Hays County economy. Central to 
the industry was the Farmers Union Gin Company of San Marcos. I t was housed i n a 
u t i l i t a r i a n building made handsome with Victorian s t r i n g courses, arched windows, and 
polychrome decoration. 

In 1908, f i v e area farmers bought f i v e acres of land on the MKT l i n e . They convinced 
Oscar Calvin Smith, Sr., whose father had owned a gin i n nearby Waelder, to organize a 
lo c a l f a c i l i t y . In 1909 the property was conveyed to the Farmers Union Gin Company, 
which was i n f u l l and prosperous operation by that summer i n an iron building already on 
the s i t e . 

A f i r e i n 1910 destroyed the metal structure but spared the Murray-Corliss Steam 
Engine that ran u n t i l 1966 and i s now i n an Alamo, Texas, Steam Engine Museum. Oscar 
Smith r e b u i l t i n 1910-1911 i n brick on a scale three times the size ot the e a r l i e r 
structure that allowed three bales to be ginned at once. The gin's location i n the 
heart of town and near the cotton buyer's yard and cotton seed m i l l ensured i t s success. 
I t was the hub of a highly e f f i c i e n t and modernized complex that saw the raw material 
and by-product f u l l y processed and shipped i n a smooth series of operations. In addition 
to the extensive ginning operation, the Farmers Union Company sold out-of-state coal to 
l o c a l residents. A further company d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n was the construction from junked 
Model T parts of early motorized chassis for cotton transport. 

Smith eventually bought out the o r i g i n a l investors and continued the business i n 
1931 as O.C. Smith and Company. He was a c i t y councilman and mayor. His son Max was i n 
the Texas Legislature and was elected Hays County judge. Another son, Edwin, ran the 
gin from 1948-1966. Calvin and Gwenolyn, the other children, distinguished themselves 
i n the f i e l d of education. 

With the decline of cotton production, the gin became quieter, and was the l a s t i n 
Hays County to close, i n 1966. The building i s being r e h a b i l i t a t e d as an eating place, 
appropriately named the Farmers Union Company Restaurant. 

Bibliography: 

Interviews with Gwen Smith and Edwin Smith, May 26, 1982. 
Kathleen M. Morris. "The Farmers Union Gin Company:, unpublished monograph on f i l e 

at the San Marcos Public Library. A f u l l bibliography i s appended to t h i s 
monograph. 

Geographical data: Acreage - approximately one acre 
UTM reference - 14 / 602330 / 3305330 

Verbal Boundary Description - The nominated property i s roughly a t r i a n g l e , the 
westernmost angle of which i s at a telephone pole 65 yards west of the Grove Street-
Hull Street intersection. The northern boundary runs from the telephone pole along the 
rear wall of the rearmost building, and i s stated on the property plat as "N 53° 00' 00" E" 
and measures 339.94 f t . The eastern boundary, 182.68 f t . , i s stated as "S 36° 00' 39" E" 
Returning to the telephone pole, the southern boundary reads "S 83° 00' 00" W" (measuring 
49.17 f t . ) and "S 81° 15' 00" W" (measuring 333.98 f t . ) , making the t o t a l southern 
measurement 383.15 f t . Includes main and a u x i l i a r y buildings. 
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