
COUNTY BLOCK  
QUAD 

NAME• I s b e l l House 
CITY 

ADDRESS:. 6 3 £ J i e i g l l l £ _ . • 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: 
OWNER: .Tnhn S. G r P g n r y 

LOT 
COUNTY H a r r i s 
CITY • HmiFitnTi 
UTM:. 
nATP. 1907-oa 

STYLE: 
f.?9 Heirht.s R l v f i . Hmi.c:;f nn ^ TY 77007 THEME: 

226. 
5-^ 

PERIOD:. 

DESCRIPTION-Eclectic, frame. 2-story, forward portion is high-peaked gable, inset porch 
wraps to side. 2 single front dnnrs with transoms, brick chimney. 

roof:. BUILDING MATERIAL: wall: 
PHYSICAI. roNniTiON- e x c e l l e n t - s i g n i f i c a n t siTE: onginai 

ALTERATIONS:. 
.or moved. .date. 

siGNiFiCANrF- House i t s e l f i s very unusual des ign , but p r i n c i p a l s i g n i f i c a j i c e i s as home o f 
Robert I s b e l l , the f o u r t h mayor o f the Heights f l Q 1 5 - 1 ^ ) . He was an o rgan ize r o f the 

—South Teyfi.s n i l m p n ' . s A.q .snc , an n f f - i > p r - j r t h p T î H P I i t y T ^ t t n n O i l and F p r t i 1-j z p r Cn • ; ( con ) 
AREA OF SIGNIFICANCE: LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSl OTHER: 
ORIGINAL USE- residence PRESENT USE: res iaence 
RELATIONSHIP TO siTRRniiNnivr.s- ya rd heav i l y - l andscaped , w i t h modern i r o n fence 
ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATA- Sandborn map 
SEE INFO/CORRESPONDENCE FILES: 
RECORDED RY- KLL 
nATF. 4-1-80 

INFORMANT: 
PHOTO DATA: 1 - 3 5mm 

(rev. 6-79) 
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Site No. 56 

NAME Isbell House 
ADDRESS 659 Heights 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER unknown 
OWNER Robert H. Thomas 

COUNTY 
CITY \ 
UTM " 

Harris 
Houston 

BLOCK 
"LOT 

276 
3-4 

Zone 15 E 268,190 N 5,296,900 
DATE 1907-08 PERIOD 1900--

659 Heights. Houston. Texas 77007 
STY LE Bungalow influence 
THEME 

DESCRIPTION Two-story eclectic frame house; gabled roof with high-peaked, separate 
gable on front with pair of double windows on second floor of gable end; inset porch 
wraps to side: two single front doors with transoms; brick chimney; large second-floor 
finished room originally used for public meetings. 

Building material: wall clapboard and* roof composition 
Physical condition excellent-significantsite: original X or moved  

Alterations enclosed swimming pool added to south of house 
date 

SIGNIFICANCE House i t s e l f is of an unusual design for this area, but principal significance  
is as home of Robert Isbel l . the fourth mayor of the Heights (19"i5-14). He was an organ­ 
izer of the South Texas Oilmen's Association, an officer in the Fidelity Cotton Oil and  
Fertilizer Company, and in 1914 he moved to Taft. Texas, as the manager of Taft Industries.  
His family returned to this house after his death in 1920. 

local Area of significance architecture.** Level of significance 
DESIGNATION: NR NHL RTHL HABS HAER HESI HSI OTHER 
ORIGINAL USE residence PRESENT USE 
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS 

neighborhQQd 

residence 
Yard heavily landscaped, with modern iron fence; residential 

less than one acre ACREAGE/BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION  
BIBLIOGRAPHY Sandbom map: Sister M. Agatha ri956: 122. 125) 
RECORDED BY K. L. London INFORMANT 
DATE April 1. 1980 PHOTO DATA 1 - 35 mm. . Tex, Hist. Commission 

*shingles 

**commerce, politics/government 
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61. Houston Heights Woman's Club Ent'erel tn fSe ^^Teeper A^^'-^^''^-'''-''^^^ ^^^^^ 
National Register 

Attest 

62. Houston Public Library 
CM<rf&^rs. , o ^ A y ^ j ^ba taa t i iKf l ii«VA6i 

Keeper 

Attest 

63. Immanuel Lutheran Church ^ ^ ^ 1 ^ ^ p e e p e r , ^ { ^ ^ . - ^ 9 ^ ^^^^ /^^ 

Attest 

64. Isbell House 

65. Jones House 

66. Kleinhaus House 

67. Knittel House 

68. Kronenberger House 

fKeeper , A^^-^-^-^y^^-A^jy^ <,7^A^b 

Attest 

/feep er A(A^-u.<.j^^^<-y^.^ C ^ A • 

Attest 
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1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Proper ty 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a i D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. P e s c r i p t i o n 

summsry psrsgrsph 
compietsness 
cisri ty 
s i tsrs t ions / in tsgr i ty 
dstes 
boundary select ion 



8. Significance 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource • 
context 
relationship of integri ty 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. I^^ajor B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeographical Pata 

<mmm 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. Sta te Histor ic Preservat ion Off icer Cer t i f i ca t ion 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be cont inued on an attached sheet 











Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000847 


