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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

.eceive. ^ ^ 6 2 2 1983 

date entered 

historic Beaconsfield 

and or common 

2. Location 
street & number 1700 Main Street - N/A not for publication 

city, town Houston mA vicinity of 

state Texas code 48 county Harris code 201 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
X bullding(s) X_ private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work In progress educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment ^ religious 
object N/Ain process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name Multiple, condominium association (see continuation sheet) 

street & number 

city, town N/A vicinity of state 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. O f f i c e of the County Clerk, Harris County 

street & number Courthouse Annex 

city, town Houston state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Houston Arch i tec tura l Survey has this property been determined eligible? yes X no 

date 1980 federal state county X_ local 

depository for survey records Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Austin state Texas 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

good ruins X- altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Beaconsfield is a steel-frame and masonry apartment building of eight stories, 
located on the southwest corner of Main Street and Pease Avenue in downtown Houston. 
Dating to 1911, i t is perhaps the best preserved and earliest of the highrise apartment 
buildings in Houston, and one of a small number of such structures in the state. The 
building features abstractly rendered classical details on i t s exterior, and i t s i n t e r i ­
or is noteworthy for i t s floor plans and high-quality materials and detailing. 

The Beaconsfield is essentially rectangular in form, measuring approximately 110 
by 46 feet. The east and west elevations are five and six bays wide, respectively, 
while the shorter north and south elevations are three bays in width. The east elevation 
is the structure's primary facade, and is divided into five distinct bays by means of 
changes in fenestration and by the slight recession of the wall planes of the second and 
fourth bays. This results in an ABCA scheme, with the central bay (C) being the largest 
of the five. 

The building rises i n four stages which are defined by horizontal moldings. The 
f i r s t stage contains the basement level, which is pa r t i a l l y above ground, and the en­
trance lobby. This f i r s t level, faced with reddish-brown, pressed brick which has 
recently been painted a similar color, is capped by a simple, plaster string course. 
The second stage of the building includes the f i r s t and second apartment floors, and is 
faced with the same pressed brick used on the basement level, although here the brick 
is laid in a rusticated manner to simulate stonework. These bricks have been painted 
greenish gray. A wide entablature of white stone appears above the li n t e l s of the sec­
ond-floor windows, and is decorated by a series of triglyph blocks and a dentiled cor­
nice. The th i r d stage of the structure is the largest of the four, encompassing the 
third through the sixth apartment levels. From the th i r d floor up, the building is faced 
with tan brick that has been recently painted with a clear sealer and retains i t s tan 
color. The sixth floor is capped by a wide cement entablature similar in scale to that 
found between the second and third floors, although lacking the ornamentation of the low­
er band. The fourth stage includes the seventh and eighth floors, which are topped off 
by the building's main entablature. The cornice element is composed of a course of elon­
gated dentils and a series of abstract triglyph blocks. The f i n a l element is the parapet, 
which achieves i t s greatest height and detail above the central bay of the entrance fa­
cade. At this point, the parapet arches over a plaque containing the letter "B" framed 
by foliate ornament. The parapet is replaced by a balustrade above the second and fourth 
bays of the east facade, and above the central bay of the north and south facades. The 
west elevation, architecturally the plainest of the four facades, is faced with brick 
that has been painted a tan color. 

The main entrance to the building is at street level in the center of the east 
(Main Street) elevation. The opening is formed by an exaggerated round arch which rises 
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At the Beaconsfield, 1700 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77002: 

Owners 

1700 Main Venture 

The H Investment Company 

Dr. Pietro Milone 

Miss Guadalupe Wilkerson 

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Lynn 

Mr, and Mrs. King Cayce 

Mr. and Mrs. Lyon Brinsmade 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Miller 

Mr. Don Hartmann 

Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Texas 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Hartmann 

Unit 

Ground A 

1 A 

2 C 

3 A 

4 A 

4 B 

6 A 

7 A 

7 B 

8 A 

8 B 

At Other Addresses: 

Owners 

Ramteck Industries, Inc. 
1212 Main, Suite 1500 
Houston, Texas 77002 

L. Texas Petroleum, Inc, 
1801 Main, Suite 100 
Houston, Texas 77002 

Unit 

2 A 

2 B 
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Owners 

Habicos Corporation 
1212 Main, Suite 1500 
Houston, Texas 77002 

Fintex Resources, Inc. 
1702 Main 
Houston, Texas 77002 

Unit 

5 B 

6 B 
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through the f i r s t floor of the facade. The arch is outlined on i t s intrados and ex-
trados by molded bands. A giant keystone rises up to the s i l l line of the second-story 
windows. This archway is flanked by bulls-eye windows at the f i r s t - f l o o r level. The 
entranceway i t s e l f consists of a pair of brass-framed, glass doors set beneath a hand­
some leaded-glass fanlight with the building's name spelled out in blue glass. 

The windows of the building are double-hung sashes with one-over-one lights, with 
stark white plaster s i l l s and l i n t e l s . Two windows are grouped under a double l i n t e l on 
the f i r s t and f i f t h bays of the east elevation, while the four windows of the central 
bay are a l l grouped under a single continuous l i n t e l . The f i r s t and third bays of the 
north and south elevations feature single windows with l i n t e l s . The second and third 
bays of the east facade and the central bays of the north and south facades were designed 
as solariums, with four window units spaced close together under one l i n t e l . While the 
internal fimction of some of these solariums has been somewhat modified over the years, 
the external changes have been limited to the glazing of the windows. None of these 
openings has been reduced in scale. 

On the rooftop, there is a small rectangular room containing mechanical equipment. 
Located on the southwest corner of the structure, this element is obscured from view 
below by the high parapet. The building's original f i r e escape is located in the center 
of the west elevation. 

The floor plans of the eight floors are a l l centered around the central stair/ 
elevator core. As b u i l t , the Beaconsfield held two apartments per floor, with the build­
ing being divided into two equal halves. With some slight modifications, this scheme 
s t i l l survives. Due to the double height of the entrance lobby, the f i r s t floor apart­
ments are slightly smaller than those on the floors above. 

The f i r s t - f l o o r apartments are two-bedroom units. A l l of the units on the second 
floor through the eighth were three-bedroom, three-bath apartments. On the second 
and third floors, the th i r d bedrooms were recently joined to create two small efficiency 
units on these floors. This change was brought about by f i l l i n g in two doors and creat­
ing a new door through the center dividing wall of the structure. The only other varia­
tion in the plans of the units occurs on the sixth and seventh floors, where the third 
bedroom of the apartment at the north end has been joined to the apartment at the south 
end. 

Each of the apartments is entered from a small lobby in front of the elevator. 
One enters the living room, measuring 24 feet square, which is the central space of each 
unit. The dining rooms face outward toward the west side of the structure, while the 
large solariums, identified by their large window bays, are to the east of the living 
rooms. The 12-ft. high ceilings of the living and dining rooms are detailed with mahogany 
beams, with the exception of one unit on the f i f t h floor. Mahogany wainscotting is 
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up through the f i r s t floor of the facade. The arch is outlined on i t s intrados and ex-
trados by molded bands. A giant keystone rises up to the s i l l line of the second-story 
windows. This archway is flanked by bull's-eye windows at the f i r s t - f l o o r level. The 
entranceway i t s e l f consists of a pair of brass-framed glass doors set beneath a handsome 
leaded-glass fanlight with the building's name (Beaconsfield) spelled out in blue-green 
glass. 

The windows of the building have double-hung sashes with one-over-one lights, and 
exaggerated cement-plaster s i l l s and l i n t e l s of a stark white color. Two windows are 
grouped under a double l i n t e l on the f i r s t and f i f t h bays of the east elevation, while 
the four windows of the central bay are a l l grouped under a single continuous l i n t e l . 
The f i r s t and third bays of the north and south elevations feature single windows with 
l i n t e l s . The second and third bays of the east facade and the center bays of the north 
and south facades were designed as solariums, with four window units spaced close to­
gether under one l i n t e l . While the internal function of some of these solariums has been 
somewhat modified over the years, the external changes have been limited to the glazing 
of the windows. None of these openings has been reduced in scale. 

On the rooftop is a small room containing mechanical equipment, as well as a cylin­
drical water reservoir. Located on the southwest corner of the structure, these elements 
are obscured from view below by the height of the parapet. The building's original ex­
ternal f i r e escape is located in the center of the west elevation. 

The floor plans of the eight floors are a l l centered around the central stair/ 
elevator core. As b u i l t , the Beaconsfield held two apartments per floor, with the build­
ing divided into two equal halves. With some slight modifications, this scheme s t i l l 
survives. Due to the double height of the entrance lobby, the f i r s t - f l o o r apartments 
are slightly smaller than those on the floors above. 

While the f i r s t - f l o o r apartments are two-bedroom units, a l l of the units on the sec­
ond floor through the eighth were three-bedroom, three-bath apartments. On the second 
and third floors, the third bedrooms were recently joined to create two small efficiency 
units on these floors. This change was brought about by f i l l i n g in two doors and creating 
a new door through the center dividing wall of the structure. The only other variation 
in the plans of the units occurs on the sixth and seventh floors, where the third bedroom 
of the apartment at the north end has been joined to the apartment at the south end. 

Each of the units is entered from a small lobby in front of the elevator. One en­
ters the living room, measuring 24 feet square, which is the central space of each unit. 
The dining rooms face outward toward the west side of the structure, while the large so­
lariums, which are identified by their large window bays, are to the east of the living 
rooms. The nearly 12-ft. high ceilings of the li v i n g and dining rooms are, with the ex­
ception of a unit on the f i f t h floor, detailed with mahogany beams. Mahogany wainscot­
ing is also found in the living/dining areas. Each li v i n g room features a wood-burning 
fireplace with i t s individual flue, as well as mantelpieces of various designs and prov­
enances installed by the various owners. The bedrooms are arranged around the living 
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also found in the living/dining areas. The living rooms each feature a wood-burning 
fireplace, with mantelpieces of various designs and provenances installed by the var­
ious owners. The bedrooms are arranged around the living area, and each is equipped 
with a private bathroom. The small solariums on the north and south ends of the build­
ing have been altered into closets or mechanical space. Other indications of the level 
of elegance to be found within are the oak floors s t i l l preserved in a majority of the 
units, as well as the central vacuuming system at the stairways. Each of the units was 
also originally f i t t e d with a wall safe for the protection of valuables, many of which 
remain in place. 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i fy below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1911 Bui lder Arch i t ec t Alonzo Pigg 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Beaconsfield apartment building is an important, intact example of an early 
20th-century highrise structure in Houston. I t has survived in a largely unaltered state. 
The building represents the classical trends in American architecture at the beginning 
of the century, as i t s exterior massing and detailing derive from earlier historic styles. 
The spacious apartments within were designed to attract tenants who might have previously 
considered purchasing a single family home. The survival of the Beaconsfield is revealed 
as noteworthy when one surveys the once-fashionable residential area in which i t was 
bu i l t . This d i s t r i c t is now populated with low-rise commercial buildings and more recent 
highrise office buildings and hotels. 

I t can truly be said that the apartment building, as known today, is one of the most 
purely American of architectural forms. The rapidly growing density of the northeastern 
cities at the end of the 19th century made land for single homes prohibitively expensive, 
and provided an impetus for apartment construction. Multiple-unit housing was not unknown 
in the U.S. prior to the 1880s, but i t was after the completion of the Dakota Apartments 
in New York City (designed by Henry Hardenbergh), in 1887, that large-scale, multiple-
unit apartment blocks appeared on the scene. By the turn-of-the-century, the fashion 
of apartment buildings had been successfully transplanted from the Northeast to the South, 
with many small-scale designs appearing i n cities such as Jacksonville and New Orleans. 

The Beaconsfield was constructed in 1911 by the Lamb-Field Company, and the building 
was owned by the Lamb-McAshan Company, the principal partners of which were E.C. Lamb 
and S.E. McAshan. The design of the structure is ascribed to two individuals: E.C. Lamb 
and Alonzo Pigg. Lamb, a primary investor in the property, is said to have designed the 
floor plans, while Pigg was responsible for the remainder of the design work. Pigg also 
designed the Houston Heights Fire Station, which was erected in 1915, and was actively 
involved in the o i l business. The present structure was completed by the end of September 
1911, and was almost f u l l y rented by the time i t opened. 

Externally, the Beaconsfield reflects the predominant classical trends in American 
architecture i n the years before World War I . While no overt classical columns are to 
be found, the detailing of the brickwork and the multiple entablatures and cornices are 
clearly classical in their derivation. The multiple wall planes of the main facade, as 
well as the contrast between the bricks and the stone and cement l i n t e l s , s i l l s , and 
entablatures, enliven and enrich the exterior surfaces. 
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The floor plans are significant for their successful use of a limited amount of 
space, cleverly manipulated to provide ample living and dining rooms with privacy for 
the bedrooms. In order best to accomodate the southern climate, each of apartments was 
designed with two solariums, the largest facing east with a smaller facing either north 
or south, depending on the position of the unit in the building. The large window bays 
associated with these spaces permit ample natural light and air to enter, which was 
advantageous before the advent of air conditioning. The juxtaposition of the living and 
dining rooms with the east solarium creates a single, flowing space that extends the 
f u l l width of the building and provides excellent cross ventilation. The oak floors of 
the units and the mahogany ceiling beams of the liv i n g and dining rooms attest to the 
level of elegance found in these units, whose prime location near the business d i s t r i c t 
must have been considered an attractive alternative to home ownership. With the recent 
renovation of the structure and i t s conversion to condominiums, the Beaconsfield has 
retained the great majority of i t s original fabric, and is assured of a secure future 
in a changing neighborhood. 

Throughout i t s existence, the Beaconsfield has been considered a desirable place 
to reside. Among those who lived here were F.M. Law, a regent of Texas A § M University; 
Ross Stewart, late chairman of Stewart and Stevenson, one of the world's largest distrib­
utors of power equipment; and Robert A. Welch, a prominent oilman and philanthropist. 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property l e s s t h a n one a r r p 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

Situated on Lots 5, 4, and 5 of Blocks 369 S.S.B.B. Si te measures 63.5 by 119.3 f t , 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title John C. Ferguson 

organization Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission date January 1983 

street & number 1511 Colorado St. telephone 512 475-3094 

city or town Austin state Texas 78701 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is 

X national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been^ajuated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the N a t i ^ a l Park Sejvite^ 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 7?////f;, 
title State His to r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 

For NPS use only 
hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register 

1 / £ ^ ^ t ^ ^ ^ V Entered I n tKa 
National liH.jister 

date 

r of the National Hegister 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 



UTIONAL R E G I S T E R OF H ISTORIC P L A C E S EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

Beaconsfield 
Harris County 
TEXAS 

Working N4. ^EB 2 2 1983 

Action: -±r1u:CEPT V^t/^X 
: roMbmission Bnfar^ Ta ffe RETURN 

nomination by porson or local govornmcnt j^atlonal Eeffiatsa REJECT . 
ownor objoctlon FodaraTAgoncy: 
appaal 

Substantlva Raviaw: aampla raquast appaai _ N R decision 

Raviawar'a commanta: 

Recom./Critaria 
Raviawar 
Olacipilna 
Data 

aaa ooatlnuation ahaat 

•Nomination raturnad for: tachnicai corrections citad baiow 
._substant iva reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classif icat ion 

4. Owner of Propei^y 

S. Location of Legal Poscription 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

7. Poscription 

sufnmary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f l c a n c o 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
Clarity 
eppl icab le c r i te r ia 
Just i f icat ion of areas 

checlted 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relat ionship of in tegr i ty 

to signif icance 
Just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O o o g r a p h i c a i P a t s 

1 1 , F o r m P f o p a r o d By 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
I p f a p M f aMMH M» M M Is: 

13. Other 
Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 -3504 

Comments for any Item may be con t inued on an at tached sheet 













































d ^ 
_ T e x a s Historical Commission. 

National Register Division 
-JQ Attn: Beth Grosvenor .Date_Z!̂ :_i!̂ i!!i 

From. Marlene Casarez 

The attached continuation sheets f o r item #7, 
pages 1 & 2 f o r the Beaconsfield - Houston, 
Harris County, Texas nomination may have been 
omitted Inadvertently. The nomination was 
mailed on February 14, 1983 to the National 
Park Service. 

Please c a l l should you have any questions. 

Thank you. 


