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14. Name: McKie-Bass Building (Common name - Hays County Abstract Company Building) 

Location: 111 North Guadalupe Stcaet 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n : Category - b u i l d i n g ; Ownership - pr i v a t e ; Status - occupied; 
Accessible - yes, r e s t r i c t e d ; Present use - commercial. 

Owner of property: Hays County Abstract Company 
Zeb H. Fitzgerald, President 
111 North Guadalupe Street 
San Marcos, Texas 78666 

Description: Condition - good; Altered; Original s i t e . 

On the west side of the courthouse i s the McKie-Bass Buidling, now the Hays County 
Abstract Company. Part of a commercial row, i t i s a two-story structure with a cast-
i r o n , f i r s t - f l o o r shopfront and a red-brick second story. 

Detail i s concentrated on the east facade. The three-bay, f i r s t - f l o o r f r o n t (by 
Mesker Bros. Front Builders, St. Louis) i s painted white, as i s the metal cornice. 
Both contain s t y l i z e d f o l i a t e motifs. The three windows with one-over-one l i g h t s on the 
second f l o o r are set in t o indented niches elaborated by segmental arches and fancy brick­
work zigzags. 

On the second-floor south w a l l are f i v e sash windows wi t h four-over-four l i g h t s , 
also under segmental arches. Three sim i l a r windows have been boarded over i n the rear. 
The roof recedes i n steps to the west w a l l . C.T. Bass' name i s s t i l l v i s i b l e i n faded 
paint on the south w a l l . 

Although there i s a modem i n t e r i o r on the f i r s t f l o o r , i t i s set below a b e a u t i f u l , 
i n t r i c a t e , pressed-tin c e i l i n g that could be re-exposed. A major feature i s the vault 
door (Mosler Safe Co.), removed from the old F i r s t National Bank. The second f l o o r 
i s largely untouched. The spindle-railed back s t a i r leads to l i v i n g quarters of l a t h 
and plaster w a l l , high beaded c e i l i n g s , and a h a l l s k y l i g h t . 

The McKie-Bass Building was once part of a larger structure. Since i t has long 
been separated by an i n t e r i o r w a l l , i s under separate ownership, and i s i n much better 
condition, i t i s considered a separate b u i l d i n g . 

Significance: Period - 1800-1899, 1900- : Areas of significance - architecture, 
commerce. Specific dates - 1893. 

The McKie-Bass Building i s the only commercial buil d i n g i n San Marcos that has 
retained i t s cast-iron f r o n t . Other features are w e l l preserved, making i t one of the 
outstanding 19th-century structures of the courthouse square. 
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W.R. and Daniel McKie and their sister Jennie McKie Hutchins erected the building 
in 1893 as an investment. B. Daily operated a grocery there i n 1895. C.T. Bass of 
Georgetown purchased i n i n 1904 and, with his son, Charles H., operated a drugstore 
u n t i l about 1926. For a while, the second floor was used for the Bass family apartment. 
Bass served the area as state senator. The building changed hands and functions i n 
1944, when W.D. Talmadge bought i t for his hardware business. Presently the Hays County 
Abstract Company owns and occupies the structure. 

Bibliography: 

Zeb H. Fitzgerald, unpublished narrative written March 29, 1982. On f i l e at the 
San Marcos Public Library. 

San Marcos Record, November 1, 1935. 
Interview with Zeb Fitzgerald, April 6, 1982. 

Geographical data: Acreage - less than one acre. 
UTM reference - 14 / 602240 / 3305030 

Verbal Boundary Description - Original Town Site, southern 21.66 f t . of l o t 3 of 
Block 11. 
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14. Name: McKie-Bass Building (Common name - Hays County Abstract Company Building) 

Location: 111 N»irth Guadalupe Sttaet 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n : Category - b u i l d i n g ; Ownership - private; Status - occupied; 
Accessible - yes, r e s t r i c t e d ; Present use - commercial. 

Owner of property: Hays County Abstract Company 
Zeb H. Fitzgerald, President 
111 North Guadalupe Street 
San Marcos, Texas 78666 

Description: Condition - good; Altered; Original s i t e . 

On the west side of the courthouse i s the McKie-Bass Building, now the Hays County 
Abstract Company. Part of a commercial row, i t i s a two-story structure with a cast-
i r o n , f i r s t - f l o o r shopfront and a red-brick, second story. 

Detail i s concentrated on the east facade. The three-bay, f i r s t - f l o o r f ront (by 
Mesker Bros. Front Builders, St. Louis) i s painted white, as i s the metal cornice. 
Both contain s t y l i z e d f o l i a t e motifs. The three windows with one-over-one l i g h t s on the 
second f l o o r are set i n t o indented niches elaborated by segmental arches and fancy brick­
work zigzags. 

On the second-floor south w a l l are f i v e sash windows with four-over-four l i g h t s , 
also under segmental arches. Three similar windows have been boarded over i n the rear. 
The roof recedes i n steps to the west w a l l . C.T. Bass' name i s s t i l l v i s i b l e i n faded 
paint on the south w a l l . 

Although there i s a modem i n t e r i o r on the f i r s t f l o o r , i t i s set below a b e a u t i f u l , 
i n t r i c a t e , pressed-tin c e i l i n g that could be re-exposed, A major feature i s the vault 
door (Mosler Safe Co.), removed from the old F i r s t National Bank. The second f l o o r 
i s largely untouched. The spindle-railed back s t a i r leads to l i v i n g quarters of l a t h 
and plaster w a l l , high beaded c e i l i n g s , and a h a l l skylight. 

The McKie-Bass Building was once part of a larger structure. Since i t has long 
been separated by an i n t e r i o r w a l l , i s under separate ownership, and i s i n much better 
condition, i t i s considered a separate building. 

Significance: Period - 1800-1899, 1900- : Areas of significance - architecture, 
commerce. Specific dates - 1893, 

The McKle-Bass Building i s the only commercial building i n San Marcos that has 
retained i t s cast-iron f r o n t . Other features are w e l l preserved, making i t one of the 
outstanding 19th-century structures of the courthouse square. 
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W.R. and Daniel McKie and their sister Jennie McKie Hutchins erected the building in 1893 
as an investment. B. Daily operated a grocery store there in 1895. C.T. Bass of George­
town purchased i t i n 1904 and, with his son, Charles H,, operated a drugstore u n t i l about 
1926, For a while, the second floor was used for the Bass family apartment, Bass served 
the area as state senator. The building changed hands and functions in 1944, when W.D, 
Talmadge bought i t for his hardware business. Presently the Hays County Abstract Company 
owns and occupies the structure. 

While the structure was originally one of three identical buildings, i t has been 
under separate ownership since 1904 and is the only structure whose historical character 
remains unchanged. The adjoining structures have had major unsympathetic additions to 
the ground floor which involved complete removal of the cast iron facade. Inappropriate 
paint, blinds, and signage have further changed the character of the neighboring structures 
to render them ineligible for inclusion on the National Register at this time. 

Bibliography: 

Zeb H, Fitzgerald, unpublished narrative written March 29, 1982, On f i l e at the 
San Marcos Public Library, 

San Marcos Record, November 1, 1935, 
Interview with Zeb Fitzgerald, April 6, 1982, 
William Z. Fitzgerald to Peter Flagg Maxson, October 12, 1983, on f i l e at 

Texas Historical Commission, Austin. 

Geographical data: Acreage - less than one acre, 
UTM reference - 14 / 602240 / 3305030 

Verbal Boundary Description - Original Town Site, southern 21,66 f t . of lot 3 of 
Block 11, 
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