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22. Name: Kone-Cliett House

"/

Location: 724 Burleson Stzeet

Classification: Category - building; Ownership - private; Status - occupied;
Accesible - yes, restricted; Present use - private residence.

Owner of property: Mrs. Azlete R. Little
100 Algarita
San Marcos, Texas 78666

Description: Condition - good; Altered; Original site.

Judge Ed Kone built his two-story frame house on the bluff overlooking the town.
Like many of its period, the structure has an asymmetrical plan, with a double gallery
curving from the bevelled-corner ell around to the side wall. A corrugated, metal,
pyramidal roof with cross gables to the southeast, southwest, and northeast covers
the main portion of the house, which is supported by a cedar-post foundation skirted
with pressed metal.

Ornament is restrained but elegant. Both porch levels are framed by turned posts
with sawn brackets, have beaded-board "friezes" under the eaves, have beaded ceilings,
and are edged with spindle rails. Floors and steps are wood, with turned newels. Once
the steps curved outward, but they were replaced incorrectly. Also, a few of the
brackets fell off, but are in storage awaiting repair. Similar sawn brackets fill in
the gable ends. Doors onto the porch on both levels are original.

Some of the sash windows with one-over-one lights are extra wide. The den, at
the rear, contains nine-pane windows. Major doors have transoms.

The centerpiece for the interior is a double stair that converges from the front
entry and rear den to a common landing. Each stair is in several different sections,
creating an interesting interplay of planes, and is decorated with beading and carved
newels. Beading is used liberally for walls and ceilings. Bullseye moldings are common
in the front part of the house, plain frames in the back. A built-in gun rack is a
feature upstairs.

Modern stained glass fills two transoms, two closets have been added, a bathroom
was modernized, and a second-floor, rear porch was filled in. The kitchen has been
slightly updated, but the old cabinets and high ceilings keep it strongly in character
with the Victorian period. The present owners have begun a renovation program that
will correct the surficial alterations.
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Fortunately, several outbuildings have survived, and should be considered as con-
tributing to the property. They are (1) a saltbox-shaped, board-and-batten servants'
quarters, with V-crimp metal roof and inset porch; (2) a well house with a diagonally
laid, V-crimp roof and scalloped eyelet trim under the eaves; (3) a board-and-batten
garage with hipped roof; (4) a board-and-batten stable with corrugated metal roof and
concrete floor; (5) and a three-holer outhouse. The structures are near the front of
the lot, which reaches deep into a wooded area.

Significance: Period - 1800-1899, 1900- ; Areas of significance - architecture,
law. Specific dates - 1890, 1902.

Among the fine homes built on the bluff created by the Balcones Fault is the Kone-
Cliett House, rebuilt in 1902 in a design held over from the Victorian period. Hall-
marks of its style are the lavish interior details, asymmetrical plan, and airy double
porch. Among the first owner's accomplishments were his roles as County Judge and
State Commissioner of Agriculture.

Edward R. Kone (born 1848) came with his family from Montgomery, Alabama, to
Stringtown, Hays County, in 1851. He worked as a store clerk and cattle driver before
studying law at Coronal Institute. Before he was 21 years old or licensed to practice,
Kone had been appointed county attorney. During Reconstruction he briefly served as
sheriff. In 1872, he married Lucinda Martin, who gave him four daughters. While
County Judge, a position he filled from 1878 to 1890, and from 1894 to 1908, he and
his wife acquired the subject property in 1881. They built their first home here,
probably in 1890. In 1896, he became Hays County's first superintendant of education.
Also during this period he served for two years as a special district judge.

January 18, 1902, at least part of the Kone House burned, as irony would have it,
while a firemen's benefit party was in full swing across town. Research has not revealed
how much of the house burned, and it was not mentioned in a list of well-remembered
fires. Perhaps only the rear had to be rebuilt. At any rate, the Kones did rebuild
immediately and remained on the property for several years more.

Gov. T.M. Campbell appointed Kone Commissioner of Agriculture in 1908. From 1920
until his death in 1933 Kone was Corporation Judge for the City of Austin, where he
had lived since about 1911.

The property passed in 1914 to Oran W. Cliett, owner and operator of Cliett Cotton
Breeding Farms and, after 1933, postmaster. The present owner's family acquired it in
1956.
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Geographical data: Acreage - Approxiamtely two acres.
UIM reference - 14 / 601340 / 3305870

Verbal Boundary Description - The nominated property is '"D" lot of Farm Lot 15
of the Original Town Site, and can be more accurately described as two rectangles
joined together. The first rectangle measures 130 ft. along Burleson, from the north
corner of Burleson and Browne Streets, and 431.9 ft. along Browne, from the same corner.
The second rectangle is adjacent to the first and measures 104.4 feet southwest to

northeast, or against the rear line of the first rectangle, and 66.67 ft. along Browne
Street.
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22. Name: Kone-Cliett House
-

Location: 724 Burleson St¥eet

Classification: Category - building; Ownership - private; Status - occupied;
Accesible - yes, restricted; Present use - private residence.

Owner of property: Mrs. Azlete R. Little
100 Algarita
San Marcos, Texas 78666

Description: Condition - good; Altered; Original site.

Judge Ed Kone built his two-story frame house on the bluff overlooking the town.
Like many of its period, the structure has an asymmetrical plan, with a double gallery
curving from the bevelled-corner ell around to the side wall. A corrugated, metal,
pyramidal roof with cross gables to the southeast, southwest, and northeast covers
the main portion of the house, which is supported by a cedar-post foundation skirted
with pressed metal.

Ornament is restrained but elegant. Both porch levels are framed by turned posts
with sawn brackets, have beaded-board "friezes' under the eaves, have beaded ceilings,
and are edged with spindle rails. Floors and steps are wood, with turned newels. Once
the steps curved outward, but they were replaced incorrectly. Also, a few of the
brackets fell off, but are in storage awaiting repair. Similar sawn brackets fill in
the gable ends. Doors onto the porch on both levels are original.

Some of the sash windows with one-over-one lights are extra wide. The den, at
the rear, contains nine-pane windows. Major doors have transoms.

The centerpiece for the interior is a double stair that converges from the front
entry and rear den to a common landing. Each stair is in several different sections,
creating an interesting interplay of planes, and is decorated with beading and carved
newels. Beading is used liberally for walls and ceilings. Bullseye moldings are common
in the front part of_the house, plain frames in the back. A built-in gun rack is a
feature upstairs.

Modern stained glass fills two transoms, twa closets have been added, a bathroom
was modernized, and a second-floor, rear porch was filled in. The kitchen has been
slightly updated, but the old cabinets and high ceilings keep it strongly in character
with the Victorian period. The present owners have begun a renovation program that
will correct the surficial alterationms.
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Fortunately, several outbuildings have survived, and should be considered as con-
tributing to the property. They are (1) a saltbox-shaped, board-and-batten servants'
quarters, with V-crimp metal roof and inset porch; (2) a well house with a diagonally
laid, V-crimp roof and scalloped eyelet trim under the eaves; (3) a board-and-batten
garage with hipped roof; (4) a board-and-batten stable with corrugated metal roof and
concrete floor; (5) and a three-holer outhouse. The structures are near the front of
the lot, which reaches deep into a wooded area.

Significance: Period - 1800-1899, 1900- ; Areas of significance - architecture,
law. Specific dates - 1890, 1902.

Among the fine homes built on the bluff created by the Balcones Fault is the Kone-
Cliett House, rebuilt in 1902 in a design held over - from the Victorian period. Hall-
marks of its style are the lavish interior details, asymmetrical plan, and airy double
porch. Among the first owner's accomplishments were his roles as County Judge and
State Commissioner of Agriculture.

Edward R. Kone (born 1848) came with his family from Montgomery, Alabama, to
Stringtown, Hays County, in 1851. He worked as a store clerk and cattle driver before
studying law at Coronal Institute. Before he was 21 years old or licensed to practice,
Kone had been appointed county attorney. During Reconstruction he briefly served as
sheriff. In 1872, he married Lucinda Martin, who gave him four daughters. While
County Judge, a position he filled from 1878 to 1890, and from 1894 to 1908, he and
his wife acquired the subject property in 1881. They built their first home here,
probably in 1890. 1In 1896, he became Hays County's first superintendant of education.
Also during this period he served for two years as a special district judge.

January 18, 1902, at least part of the Kone House burned, as irony would have it,
while a firemen's benefit party was in full swing across town. Research has not revealed
how much of the house burned, and it was not mentioned in a list of well-remembered
fires. Perhaps only the rear had to be rebuilt. At any rate, the Kones did rebuild
immediately and remained on the property for several years more.

Gov. T.M. Campbell appointed Kone Commissioner of Agriculture in 1908. From 1920
until his death in 1933 Kone was Corporation Judge for the City of Austin, where he
had lived since about 1911.

The property passed in 1914 to Oran W. Cliett, owner and operator of Cliett Cotton
Breeding Farms and, after 1933, postmaster. The present owner's family acquired it in
1956.
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Geographical data: Acreage - Approxiamtely two acres.
UTM reference - 14 / 601340 / 3305870

Verbal Boundary Description - The nominated property is '"D" lot of Farm Lot 15
of the Original Town Site, and can be more accurately described as two rectangles
joined together. The first rectangle measures 130 ft. along Burleson, from the north
corner of Burleson and Browne Streets, and 431.9 ft. along Browne, from the same corner.
The second rectangle is adjacent to the first and measures 104.4 feet southwest to
northeast, or against the rear line of the first rectangle, and 66.67 ft. along Browne
Street.
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‘Historic Resources of San Marcos
San Marcos, Hays County, Texas
499 Kone-Cliett House

Photo by Lissa Anderson, July, 1982.
Negative property of HASM, on file at SMPL.

East oblique, camera facing west.
Photo 90 of 150.






Historic Resources of San Marcos
San Marcos, Hays County, Texas
429 Kone-Cliett House

Photo by Lissa Anderson, July, 1982.
Negative property of HASM, on file at SMPL.

East oblique of southeast facade, camera
facing west.

Photo 91 of 150.






Historic Resources of San Marcos
San Marcos, Hays County, Texas
429 Kone-C]iett House

Photo by Lissa Anderson, May, 1982.
Negative property of HASM, on file at SMPL.

Interior, detail of stair.
Photo 92 of 150.






Historic Resources of San Marcos
San Marcos, Hays County, Texas
#22. Kone-Cliett House

Photo by Lissa Anderson, May, 1982.
Negative property of HASM, on file at SMPL.

East oblique of servants' quarters and well-
house, camera facing west.
Photo 93 of 150.
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