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22. Name: Kone-Cliett House 

Location: 724 Burleson St*e«rt 

Cl a s s i f i c a t i o n : Category - b u i l d i n g ; Ownership - pr i v a t e ; Status - occupied; 
Accesible - yes, r e s t r i c t e d ; Present use - private residence. 

Owner of property: Mrs. Azlete R. L i t t l e 
100 A l g a r i t a 

San Marcos, Texas 78666 

Description: Condition - good; Altered; Original s i t e . 

Judge Ed Kone b u i l t his two-story frame house on the b l u f f overlooking the town. 
Like many of i t s period, the structure has an asymmetrical plan, with a double gallery 
curving from the bevelled-comer e l l around to the side w a l l . A corrugated, metal, 
pyramidal roof w i t h cross gables to the southeast, southwest, and northeast covers 
the main portion of the house, which i s supported by a cedar-post foundation sk i r t e d 
with pressed metal. 

Ornament i s restrained but elegant. Both porch levels are framed by turned posts 
with sawn brackets, have beaded-board " f r i e z e s " under the eaves, have beaded c e i l i n g s , 
and are edged with spindle r a i l s . Floors and steps are wood, wi t h turned newels. Once 
the steps curved outward, but they were replaced i n c o r r e c t l y . Also, a few of the 
brackets f e l l o f f , but are i n storage awaiting repair. Similar sawn brackets f i l l i n 
the gable ends. Doors onto the porch on both levels are o r i g i n a l . 

Some of the sash windows wi t h one-over-one l i g h t s are extra wide. The den, at 
the rear, contains nine-pane windows. Major doors have transoms. 

The centerpiece f o r the i n t e r i o r i s a double s t a i r that converges from the front 
entry and rear den to a common landing. Each s t a i r i s i n several d i f f e r e n t sections, 
creating an in t e r e s t i n g i n t e r p l a y of planes, and i s decorated with beading and carved 
newels. Beading i s used l i b e r a l l y for walls and c e i l i n g s . Bullseye moldings are common 
i n the fro n t part of-the house, p l a i n frames i n the back. A b u i l t - i n gun rack i s a 
feature upstairs. 

Modem stained glass f i l l s two transoms, two closets have been added, a bathroom 
was modernized, and a second-floor, rear porch was f i l l e d i n . The kitchen has been 
s l i g h t l y updated, but the old cabinets and high ce i l i n g s keep i t strongly i n character 
with the Victorian period. The present owners have begun a renovation program that 
w i l l correct the s u r f i c i a l a l t e r a t i o n s . 
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Fortunately, several outbuildings have survived, and should be considered as con­
t r i b u t i n g to the property. They are (1) a saltbox-shaped, board-and-batten servants' 
quarters, w i t h V-crimp metal roof and inset porch; (2) a w e l l house with a diagonally 
l a i d , V-crimp roof and scalloped eyelet t r i m under the eaves; (3) a board-and-batten 
garage with hipped roof; (4) a board-and-batten stable w i t h corrugated metal roof and 
concrete f l o o r ; (5) and a three-holer outhouse. The structures are near the f r o n t of 
the l o t , which reaches deep i n t o a wooded area. 

Significance: Period - 1800-1899, 1900- ; Areas of significance - architecture, 
law. Specific dates - 1890, 1902. 

Among the f i n e homes b u i l t on the b l u f f created by the Balcones Fault i s the Kone-
C l i e t t House, r e b u i l t i n 1902 i n a design held over from the Vi c t o r i a n period. H a l l ­
marks of i t s s t y l e are the lav i s h i n t e r i o r d e t a i l s , asymmetrical plan, and a i r y double 
porch. Among the f i r s t owner's accomplishments were his roles as County Judge and 
State Conmiissioner of Agriculture. 

Edward R. Kone (bom 1848) came with his family from Montgomery, Alabama, to 
Stringtown, Hays County, i n 1851. He worked as a store clerk and c a t t l e driver before 
studying law at Coronal I n s t i t u t e . Before he was 21 years old or licensed to practice, 
Kone had been appointed county attomey. During Reconstruction he b r i e f l y served as 
s h e r i f f . In 1872, he married Lucinda Martin, who gave him four daughters. While 
County Judge, a positi o n he f i l l e d from 1878 to 1890, and from 1894 to 1908, he and 
his wife acquired the subject property i n 1881. They b u i l t t h e i r f i r s t home here, 
probably i n 1890. In 1896, he became Hays County's f i r s t superintendant of education. 
Also during t h i s period he served f o r two years as a special d i s t r i c t judge. 

January 18, 1902, at least part of the Kone House burned, as irony would have i t , 
while a firemen's benefit party was i n f u l l swing across town. Research has not revealed 
how much of the house burned, and i t was not mentioned i n a l i s t of well-remembered 
f i r e s . Perhaps only the rear had to be r e b u i l t . At any ra t e , the Kones did rebuild 
immediately and remained on the property f o r several years more. 

Gov. T.M. Campbell appointed Kone Commissioner of Agriculture i n 1908. From 1920 
u n t i l his death i n 1933 Kone was Corporation Judge f o r the City of Austin, where he 
had l i v e d since about 1911. 

The property passed i n 1914 to Oran W. C l i e t t , owner and operator of C l i e t t Cotton 
Breeding Farms and, a f t e r 1933, postmaster. The present owner's family acquired i t i n 
1956. 
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Geographical data: Acreage - Approxiamtely two acres. 
UTM reference - 14 / 601340 / 3305870 

Verbal Boundary Description - The nominated property i s "D" l o t of Fann Lot 15 
of the Original Town Sit e , and can be more accurately described as two rectangles 
joined together. The f i r s t rectangle measures 130 f t . along Burleson, from the north 
corner of Burleson and Browne Streets, and 431.9 f t . along Browne, from the same comer. 
The second rectangle i s adjacent to the f i r s t and measures 104.4 feet southwest to 
northeast, or against the rear l i n e of the f i r s t rectangle, and 66.67 f t . along Browne 
Street. 
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Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

d l ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

i m altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
n completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
d completeness 
CU clarity 
LU applicable criteria 
O justification of areas checked 
n relating significance to the resource 
n context 
im relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

/^13. Other 

B ] Maps 
n Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

'̂ •on.H / ^ y ' ' ^ ^ ^ - ' - ^ ^ D3,e f / ^ / ^ . - ? Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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22. Name: Kone-Cliett House 

Location: 724 Burleson St*eert 

Cl a s s i f i c a t i o n : Category - bu i l d i n g ; Ownership - private; Status - occupied; 
Accesible - yes, r e s t r i c t e d ; Present use - private residence. 

Owner of property: Mrs. Azlete R. L i t t l e 
100 A l g a r i t a 

San Marcos, Texas 78666 

Description: Condition - good; Altered; Original s i t e . 

Judge Ed Kone b u i l t his two-story frame house on the b l u f f overlooking the town. 
Like many of i t s period, the structure has an asymmetrical plan, with a double gallery 
curving from the bevelled-comer e l l around to the side w a l l . A corrugated, metal, 
pyramidal roof with cross gables to the southeast, southwest, and northeast covers 
the main portion of the house, which i s supported by a cedar-post foundation skirted 
with pressed metal. 

Ornament i s restrained but elegant. Both porch levels are framed by turned posts 
with sawn brackets, have headed-board "f r i e z e s " under the eaves, have beaded cei l i n g s , 
and are edged with spindle r a i l s . Floors and steps are wood, with turned newels. Once 
the steps curved outward, but they were replaced i n c o r r e c t l y . Also, a few of the 
brackets f e l l o f f , but are i n storage awaiting repair. Similar sawn brackets f i l l i n 
the gable ends. Doors onto the porch on both levels are o r i g i n a l . 

Some of the sash windows with one-over-one l i g h t s are extra wide. The den, at 
the rear, contains nine-pane windows. Major doors have transoms. 

The centerpiece f o r the i n t e r i o r i s a double s t a i r that converges from the front 
entry and rear den to a common landing. Each s t a i r i s i n several d i f f e r e n t sections, 
creating an in t e r e s t i n g interplay of planes, and i s decorated with beading and carved 
newels. Beading i s used l i b e r a l l y for walls and ceili n g s . Bullseye moldings are common 
i n the fro n t part of-the house, p l a i n frames i n the back. A b u i l t - i n gun rack i s a 
feature upstairs. 

Modern stained glass f i l l s two transoms, two closets have been added, a bathroom 
was modernized, and a second-floor, rear porch was f i l l e d i n . The kitchen has been 
s l i g h t l y updated, but the old cabinets and high ceilings keep i t strongly i n character 
with the Victorian period. The present owners have begun a renovation program that 
w i l l correct the s u r f i c i a l a l t e r a t i o n s . 
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Fortunately, several outbuildings have survived, and should be considered as con­
t r i b u t i n g to the property. They are (1) a saltbox-shaped, board-and-batten servants' 
quarters, with V-crimp metal roof and inset porch; (2) a well house with a diagonally 
l a i d , V-crimp roof and scalloped eyelet t r i m under the eaves; (3) a board-and-batten 
garage with hipped roof; (4) a board-and-batten stable with corrugated metal roof and 
concrete f l o o r ; (5) and a three-holer outhouse. The structures are near the front of 
the l o t , which reaches deep int o a wooded area. 

Significance: Period - 1800-1899, 1900- ; Areas of significance - architecture, 
law. Specific dates - 1890, 1902. 

Among the f i n e homes b u i l t on the b l u f f created by the Balcones Fault i s the Kone-
C l i e t t House, r e b u i l t i n 1902 i n a design held over from the Victorian period. Hall­
marks of i t s styl e are the lavish i n t e r i o r d e t a i l s , asyimnetrical plan, and air y double 
porch. Among the f i r s t owner's accomplishments were his roles as County Judge and 
State Commissioner of Agriculture. 

Edward R. Kone (born 1848) came with his family from Montgomery, Alabama, to 
Stringtown, Hays County, i n 1851. He worked as a store clerk and c a t t l e driver before 
studying law at Coronal I n s t i t u t e . Before he was 21 years old or licensed to practice, 
Kone had been appointed county attorney. During Reconstruction he b r i e f l y served as 
s h e r i f f . I n 1872, he married Lucinda Martin, who gave him four daughters. While 
County Judge, a position he f i l l e d from 1878 to 1890, and from 1894 to 1908, he and 
his wife acquired the subject property i n 1881. They b u i l t t h e i r f i r s t home here, 
probably i n 1890. In 1896, he became Hays County's f i r s t superintendant of education. 
Also during t h i s period he served f o r two years as a special d i s t r i c t judge. 

January 18, 1902, at least part of the Kone House burned, as irony would have i t , 
while a firemen's benefit party was i n f u l l swing across town. Research has not revealed 
how much of the house burned, and i t was not mentioned i n a l i s t of well-remembered 
f i r e s . Perhaps only the rear had to be r e b u i l t . At any rate, the Kones did rebuild 
immediately and remained on the property f o r several years more. 

Gov. T.M. Campbell appointed Kone Commissioner of Agriculture i n 1908. From 1920 
u n t i l his death i n 1933 Kone was Corporation Judge f o r the City of Austin, where he 
had l i v e d since about 1911. 

The property passed i n 1914 to Oran W. C l i e t t , owner and operator of C l i e t t Cotton 
Breeding Farms and, af t e r 1933, postmaster. The present owner's family acquired i t i n 
1956. 
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Geographical data: Acreage - Approxiamtely two acres. 
UTM reference - 14 / 601340 / 3305870 

Verbal Boundary Description - The nominated property i s "D" l o t of Farm Lot 15 
of the Original Town Site, and can be more accurately described as two rectangles 
joined together. The f i r s t rectangle measures 130 f t . along Burleson, from the north 
corner of Burleson and Browne Streets, and 431.9 f t . along Browne, from the same corner. 
The second rectangle i s adjacent to the f i r s t and measures 104.4 feet southwest to 
northeast, or against the rear l i n e of the f i r s t rectangle, and 66.67 f t . along Browne 
Street. 



WASO Form - 177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

K o n e - C l i e t t House (San Marcos MRA) 
Hays County 
TEXAS 

resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
EH appeal 

Substantive Review: d l sample • request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 
Action: 

Entered in ' ^ ' ' ^RETURN 
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