NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPS use ormy 3
National Register of Historic Places received W»
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name
historic mRackleX/ Building
' Y e

and/or common Blazer Building

2. Location

street & number 118 Seuth”Chadbourne N/A not for publication
city,town  San Angelo N/Ayicinity of
state Texas code 048 county Tom Green code 451
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district _ public —_occupied . agriculture —__ museum
_X_ building(s) _X__ private ____unoccupied _“ commercial ___park
_ structure _both X work in progress — educational ___ private residence
____ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment __religious
___ object N/A in process —_yes: restricted —___government ____ scientific
____ being considered X _ yes: unrestricted __ industrial _ transportation
N0 — military — other:

4. Owner of Property

name Dr. W. B. Robertson
street & number P.0. Box 850
city,town  Ozona N/A vicinity of state Texas 76943

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Tom Green County Courthouse

street & number

ity, towri San Angelo state  Texas 76902

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title Texas Historical Commission Survey has this property been determined eligible? ____yes _X no
date July 1978 ___ federal _X state ___ county ___local
depository for survey records Texas Historical Commission

city, town Apstin ' state Texas




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—_—excellent 1 _ deteriorated _ unaltered X original site

X" good ___ ruins _X_ altered ___moved date N/A
= fAIr ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The J.J. Rackley Building is a two-story masonry commercial building located in the
business district of San Angelo. The structure reflects the popularity of the Italianate
style in Texas, with segmentally arched window openings and elaborate metal cornice.

The building is one of three late 19th-century commercial buildings forming a row along
South Chadbourne Street.

The J.J. Rackley Building is characteristic of late 19th-century commercial buildings
in Texas, showing the clear influence of the Italianate style in its design. The building
is rectangular in plan, and is sited in the middle of the block adjacent to two other
stone buildings of similar age. The roof is flat. The street facade, facing southwest,
is approximately 25 feet in width, and is divided into four bays. The first floor front
contains three large display windows and the main entrance bay, which features a pair
of slightly recessed wooden doors with upper panels of glass. Above these openings are
four slightly inset panels in the stuccoed surface of the wall.

The second-floor is more elaborately detailed, with four segmentally arched openings
containing double-hung sashes.with two-over-two lights. These openings feature cast-
stone sills, and lintels with simple keystones. The openings are separated by simple,
stuccoed brick pilasters. The building is topped by an elaborate metal entablature
whose corners are supported by large brackets with finials above them. The individual
piers of the second story are capped by rather flat metal moldings. Each of the segments
of the cornice contains two small metal brackets. The frieze area is decorated by
molded rectangular panels with a roundel in the center. The south elevation of the
building is broken only by four square-headed window openings on the second floor. The
east elevation, technically the rear of the structure, has two large, segmentally arched
window openings on the first-floor level, and three similarly arched openings on the
second floor, two for windows and one for the door that leads onto the rear fire escape.
A stuccoed masonry wall serves to screen the rear patio from the adjacent parking lot.

Over the years, the building was subjected to a number of alterations, the great
majority of which were corrected in the renovation work carried out in 1980. The original
first—-floor front, which had been completely lost, was rebuilt in a simplified manner,
returning the plane of the first-floor wall to that of the second. An applied stucco
front was removed from the second floor, thus exposing the original windows. The front
was restuccoed so as to prevent damage from the weather and conceal the damage done to the
underlying masonry. The metal entablature was restored, although the parapet element was
not. This renovation work has resulted in a uniform appearance for a building that had
been adversely altered, allowing it, once again, to make a positive contribution to the
blockface.




8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

____ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation —law ____science

—1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics ___ literature ___ sculpture

__#1600-1699 _X_architecture __ education ____ military ___social/

— 1700-1799 ____ art ____engineering —___ music humanitarian

_X 1800-1899 _X commerce ____exploration/settiement ___ philosophy ____theater

—1900- ____ communications — industry ____ politics/government _____ transportation
____invention ____ other (specify)

Specific dates ca. 1890/ca. 1900 Builder/Architect Unknown/Oscar Ruffini

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The J.J. Rackley Building is an important reminder of the character of San Angelo's
late 19th-century commercial district. Recently rehabilitated, the building is repre-
sentative of the work of the architect Oscar Ruffini, whose work in San Angelo included
the demolished Tom Green County Courthouse and Jail of 1884. The Rackley Building is
part of a row of three commercial buildings designed or renovated by Ruffini, which make
a strong visual contribution to the streetscape.

Commercial buildings in late 19th-century San Angelo were designed in the highly
popular Italianate style, and were usually of one or two stories in height. The use of
arched window and door openings and elaborate cornices characterizes these modest
structures, and these features are also found on the Rackley Building, which was built
by J.J. Rackley between 1888 and 1894. The two structures adjoining the Rackley Building
to the north feature similar detailing, since the three were all designed by the same
San Angelo architect, Oscar Ruffini.

Ruffini's connection with the Rackley Building is documented in an agreement between
Ruffini, whose one-story office building stood adjoining the Rackley Building to the
south, and Chris and George Hagelstein, early owners of the Rackley Building. In 1899
the three men agreed to share the south, common wall of the Rackley Building in return
for Ruffini's assistance in rehabilitating that structure. Signed in February of 1899,
this agreement strongly suggests that the Hagelstein's were interested in improving the
appearance of their building with Ruffini's help. Period newspaper illustrations show
a large parapet bearing the Hagelstein name, which was surely an addition to the original
design. That Ruffini was responsible for the building's present front, added about 1900,1is
supported by the similarity of the present building to its neighbors to the north, both
of which are two-story structures known to be designed by Oscar Ruffini.

Oscar Ruffini and his brother Frederick Ruffini were natives of Cleveland, Ohio,
born of immigrant parents. The two Ruffinis moved to Texas, F.E. to Austin and Oscar
to San Angelo, and both practiced architecture here. Oscar's work included the Tom
Green County Courthouse and Jail, built in 1884 and unfortunately demolished. Perhaps
his best surviving work is the Sutton County Courthouse in Sonora, built in 1891-1893.
F.E. Ruffini died in 1885, but his brother died in 1957, age 98.

The Rackley Building was, as indicated above, constructed between 1888 and 1894
by J.J. Rackley. In 1896 it was acquired by Chris and George Hagelstein, who operated
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their hardware store there until 1908. From 1928 to 1936 the building housed the popular
City Cafe, operated by George Athanas. Serving as the home of a variety of commercial
establishments, the building was acquired by the city of San Angelo in 1979, with the
intention of demolishing it for a parking lot. Fortunately, this was averted by the
efforts of "Historic San Angelo'", a newly formed preservation group. The property was
sold by the city to the present owner, who undertook the renovation of the structure.

The building stands today somewhat more isolated than it did when first built, as the city
of San Angelo demolished the smaller buildings to the south of it for a surface parking
lot. Its two older neighbors to the north are happily still standing, and the three
structures form an attractive, late 19th-century row of commercial buildings.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Barbutti, Ron, architect, to Sandra Dreyer. Interviews, August 19, 1980;
December 27, 1980.

Eckert, Vick, contractor, to Sandra Dreyer. Interview, November 1980

(see continuatiop sheet)
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property __less than 1 acre.
Quadrangle name _San Angelo South, Texas Quadrangle scale _1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The north twenty-five (n.25) feet of lot no. twenty-one (21) and the south twenty-five

(S.25) feet of the north seventy-five (N.75) feet of west thirty (W.30) of lot no.
two (2) all in block no. seven (7), of the Main Part of the City of San Angelo, Tom Green

exas bein art of Syurve 23 n the nam Jo Braun.
Llst gﬁ "es an couﬁilesqor propert?es zel‘appfng state or county oun agies

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Sandra Dietz Dreyer

organization Historic San Angelo date December 27, 1980

street & number P.0. Box 2237 telephone  653-2991

city or town San Angelo state Texas 76902 :

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ___ state _X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nat| | Register and certify that it has been evaluated

|
1
|
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the al Parp ery. l
State Historic Preservation Officer signature /‘____/\,W i

title State Historic Preservation Officer My/ﬁf}’

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

bt B UEINNn  we /006

Jereper of the National Rggister

Attest: ' date 1
Chief of Registration l
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Miles, Susan, San Angelo historian, to Sandra Dreyer. Interview, April 1979.

San Angelo City Directories, 1908, 1909, 1910, 1913, 1914-15, 1917, 1918,
1927-28, 1936, 1937, 1939, 1942, 1944, 1946, 1949, 1952, 1954, 1957.

San Angelo Standard Times: April 29, 1949; April 29, 1954; January 19, 19573
January 20, 1957; July 4, 1976, February 12, 1979; August 14 & 15, 1979;
September 17, 1979; October 5, 1979; October 15, 1979; March 14, 1980;
November 24, 1980.

The Rackley Building, Abstract of Title, Tom Green County Courthouse, San Angelo.
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J. J. Rackley Building

118 South Chadbourne, San Angelo,
Tom Green County, Texas

Photo: 1981, photographer unknown; from 35mm
slide on file with the Texas Historical Commission,
Austin

Southwest (front) elevation, looking northeast

Photo 1 of 3






J. J. Rackley Building

118 South Chadbourne, San Angelo, Tom Green County,
Texas

Photo: 1981, photographer unknown; from 35mm
slide on file with the Texas Historical Commission,
Austin :

Oblique view of southwest and southeast elevations,
looking north

Photo 2 of 3
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J. J. Rackley Building

118 South Chadbourne, San Angelo, Tom Green County,
Texas

Photo: 1981, photographer unknown; from 35mm
slide on file with the Texas Historical Commission,
Austin

Northeast (rear) elevation with rear patio,
looking west

Photo 3 of 3
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