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NAME: 

LOCATION: 

OWNER: 

ARCHITECT: 

INTERIOR CRAFTSMAN: 

SPECIFIC DATES: 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA: 

Block 184, Lots 1, 2, 3, 

DESCRIPTION: 

First United Methodist Church 

322 Lamiar St. 

Paris, Lamar County, Texas 

First United Methodist Church, Attn; 

322 Lamar St. 

Paris, Texas 75460 

Vanslyke and Woodruff 

Unknovm 

BUILDER: Unknown 

1922 (construction) 

Acreage of nominated property: less than one acre 

UTM reference: 15/263623^3721100 

Verbal boundary description: Block 25 of original donation. 

Dominating a corner lot near the central business d i s t r i c t of Paris, Texas, the 
First United Methodist Church is one of the most prominent architectural elements in 
the city. This massive, rectangular form rises three f u l l stories above a f u l l basement 
with a domed octagonal clerestory projecting above. I t is a steel frame structure 
with veneer of Indiana Granite and a clay t i l e roof. The architectural style of the 
building features elements inspired by the Mediterranean and Classic Revival style in an 
unusual juxtaposition. The church is reminiscent of Palladio's V i l l a Rotionda in massing. 
The Classical Revival influence predominates, and is recalled by the smooth, scored 
ashlar facades, Palladian windows, pedimented porticoes and pavilions with Corinthian 
pilasters and columns, and by the arched openings with columns and keystones. The boldly 
projecting clerestory and red-tile roof, as well as the frieze detailing, suggest a 
Mediterranean influence. 
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Inside the building, the sanctuary is housed beneath the clerestory and repeats 
i t s octagonal shape. The two-story space is dominated by a large octagonal dome, the center 
of which features a stained-glass inset. The dome is supported by a structure of piers 
rising two stories. The piers are connected with segmental-arch spandrels. Seating 
sections are incorporated within the reveals of this structure. 

The Classical Revival theme is carried to the interior with three-dimensional molding. 
The arched piers and the segments of the dome are accentuated with a molding of bound 
acanthus leaves, while crests and swags are applied to the piers and walls. Decorative 
interior painting is selectively applied to enhance the impressive space. A Classical 
composition of wrapped garland and rinceaux bearing a religious icon is painted on each 
side of the dome, above the line where i t meets the spandrel. Simple stencil works of 
stylized foliage outline the panels of the dome, and at the place where the panels 
abut the spandrel, an intricate composition with l i l i e s of Art Nouveau inspiration can be 
seen. The large, arched windows and the frieze area of the balcony walls are outlined 
with a broken-line stencil that features crests with a cross motif. 

The building is in excellent condition, having recently undergone extensive repairs 
and restoration. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

First United Methodist Church in Paris provides an unusual example in Texas of a 
Protestant church with decorative painting. Additionally, i t is a substantial architectural 
landmark in Paris, and i t s handsome design is strongly influenced by the architecture of 
Palladian v i l l a s . 

Reverend James Graham, minister and teacher, organized the First Methodist church 
in 1843. Services were conducted in a school building u n t i l 1853, when the f i r s t church 
structure was b u i l t . By 1888 the congregation, having outgrown this building, constructed 
a new edifice at Houston and 20th streets and took a new name: Centenary Methodist Church. 
Around this same time, another Paris congregation was organized, the Lamar Avenue Methodist 
Church. 

A devastating f i r e occurred in the town of Paris on March 22, I9I6, destroying large 
sections of buildings. Though both the Lamar Avenue and Centenary churches were spared, 
the f i r e provided impetus for the two congregations to decide, in 1918, to consolodate 
and become known as the First Methodist Church. In November of that year the groups f i r s t 
worshipped together, and services were held in the high school building while a new church 
was under construction. The Fort Worth architectural firm of Vanslyke and Woodruff was 
commissioned to design the new structure, noted on plans as "First Methodist Episcopal 
Church South, Paris". Gatherings began to be held in the basement by 1922, and the main 
auditorium was completed in 1924. 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

dn r -n 

Name Churches wi th Decorative I n t e r i o r Painting Thematic Resources 
State Texas 

Date/Signature Nomination/Type of Review 

1. Ascension of Our Lord Catholic^^-^^^j ^ f*Keeper o4'f^^-^^i^-'^-Z^yu-^ ^Z^y^l 

^^"' ' ' '^ National Ee«lBter . . . . 

2. Church of the Blessed V i r g i n Mary, /l^eeper , >/^-^-t-<-.^-/e1^y^^ ' V ^ ^ f ? 
the Queen of Peace i i t a r e d I n f i b - ^ 7 — 

National Eft«v** - Attest 

3. Church of the Guardian Angel ' - r ^ d In t i n ^f^eper < /^^ /^ j 

Attest 

4. Church of the Immaculate Conception "iKeeper yd--(-^^2----<-<.d.^^ 
of Blessed Virgin Mary Entered l i r i S ^ 

National Regleter Attest 

Entered In the ^eepev 
National Re«l*ter 

Attest 

5. F i r s t Baptist Church 

rst United Methodist Church Keeper 1^Z£i-£^l^MilltZ-—jJmD 
Substantive Review / / 

Attest 

7. N a t i v i t y of Mary, Blessed V i r g i n 
Catholic Church Entered i n t lw 

National Eegloter 

g. Sts. C y r i l and Methodius Church 
Entered In tiie 
National Eegleter 

"/"Tteeper ^^[io^^^t^-vQ^p^.--^ (^/.t//^^ 

Attest 

/ifeeper ,yU£.^-u..-<..-i^yc<.^ j-/^'/l 3 

Attest 

9_ St. John the Baptist Catholic Church /tTeeper 
Entered i n t]ia 
National Rfi«lpt<^- Attest 

y. 
10. St. Joseph's Catholic Church /ifeeper c)ZJ'(^---^--'-<'y^y^^~^ 

Snter»d I n t iM 
'.^v,,.„„•< .̂P.s'̂ f'̂ -:-: Attest 
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Eevie* 

£VAUJATION / RETURN SHE 

First United Methodist Church (Churches with 
Decorotive Interior Painting TRT 
Lamar County 
TEXAS 

reaubmiaaion 
nomination by person or local government 
owner objection 
appeal 

Substantive Review: _k: sample _ 

Working No. JLk^ 
Fed. Reg. DaU: <^ 7-^^ 
Date Duo- (^/^Zij -y^^/f'=^ 
Action: ^KBT(c/<^''/i? A C C E P T ^ ' ^ y y ^ 

RETURN 
R E J E C T 

Federal Agency: 

appeal NR decision 

Reviewer'a commanta: 

Recom. /Criteria /k^y^' ^ 
Revlawr <^^j^L><-n^ 

Date fL^j f:^ 
aee continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classi f icat ion 

4. Ownor of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Exiating Surveys 

7. Poscription 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 

_ alterations/integrity 
X dates - c^Ju^ o.ra^ Zî  }̂̂ -̂><y><̂  ^o^y.V^^ 

boundary aalactlon 



8. Significance 

I k MM 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource • 
context 
relationship of integri ty 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Ma jo r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeographical Pata 

UMT 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The ^re iuoeeo s tgnMc anco of tMe p ropoTy wiK^tn me suae iS 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed. _ Da te___ Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any i tem may be cont inued on an attached sheet 
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