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1. Name
s N {
historic | Henrietta M‘X King \High School
IS /
and/or common
2. Location
Trd 5%

street & number Kleberg Avepue and Third-Street—" N/A not for publication
city, town Kingsville N/Avicinity of
state Texas code 048 county Kleberg code 273
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—_ district =4 public - X_occupied ____agriculture —__ museum
_X building(s) ___ private ____unoccupied ____commercial —_park
___ structure — 2 both ___work in progress X__ educational ____ private residence
—__site Public Acquisition Accessible —__entertainment ___religious
____ object N/Ain process _X yes: restricted ____government ____scientific

—__ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted. —__industrial — transportation

—__no — military — other:

4. Owner of Property
hame Kingsville Independent School District
street & number 635 East King
city, town Kingsville N/A vicinity of state Texas 78363

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kleberg County Courthouse
street & number B 0. Box 1327
city, town Kingsville state Texas

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Recorded Texas Historical Landmark has this property been determined eligible? __yes X _no
date 1981 ___ federal X state ___ county _local
depository for survey records Texas Historical Commission

city, town Austin state Tlexas




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

____excellent __deteriorated ____ unaitered X _ original site

D A5 gooq_‘ af —— ruins X__ altered ___moved  date N/A
Cifair " unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Henrietta M. King High School is a large, masonry, two-story structure designed
in the Mission style. The design of the main facade is said to have been based upon
elements from three of the San Antonio missions of the 18th century. The twin-towered
main front survived a major fire and the school was rebuilt with a large addition to
the rear (1926).

Located on a large plot in the center of Kingsville, the Henrietta M. King High
School represents a substantial Mission design from the early 20th century. The two-
story masonry school presents a 1l5-bay front towards Third Street, with the school
looking up Kleberg Avenue towards the County Courthouse eight blocks to the east. Entry
to the school is by means of a pair of porches enclosed at the base of the two facade
towers. The south tower, which is said to be based upon those of Mission Concepcion in
San Antonio, is topped by a hipped roof. The open upper stage of the tower features a
triple, round-arch arcade on each of its four sides. The north tower, which is the taller
of the two, is said to have been based upon the bell tower of Mission San Jose y San
Miguel, also located in San Antonio. The upper stages of the north tower are largely
open, with large, rectangular openings instead of the round arches found on the south {
tower. The final stage of the tower is set back from the main block and appears as
a belfry with a single round-arch opening on each side. Each of the towers is divided
into vertical segments by a series of horizontal string courses. These courses are of a
dark pressed brick which provides a handsome contrast to the tawny pressed brick used
for the wall surfaces. The entry porches are raised up above the ground, with access
provided by a broad flight of brick steps. Each of the two outer sides of the entry
porches features a broad, fully round-arch opening, the arches of which are outlined
with reddish-brown pressed brick.

The central portion of the main front, set between the two towers, is a mass three
bays wide, capped by an elaborate scrolled gable. This elevation is said to have been
inspired by the facade of the Alamo. The first-floor openings are formed by broad, round
arches of equal height, while the second-floor openings show a large, round-arch opening
in the center flanked by two smaller round-arch openings. The gable is decorated by
low-relief strapwork decoration of the sort associated with Dutch and English Early
Renaissance architecture.

The north and south extensions of the facade are each five bays wide, with a series
of closely spaced, round-arch windows on both the first- and second-floor fronts. The
roofs of these parts of the building each feature a single dormer whose gabled peak is
ornamented in the manner of the central gable.

The north and south elevations of the original block are detailed much in the same
manner as the north and south segments of the main facade, with six round-arch window
openings on each floor level. At the northwest corner is a brick chimmney.

|
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Subsequent to the fire in 1925, a large addition was made to the rear, or west
side, of the school. Although the fenestration of the addition is rectangular instead
of having round arches, the new section of the school was constructed using bricks of
matching color, and the hipped roof rises to the same height as the original roofline,
and is covered in the same type of roofing tile. A flat-roofed, one-story segment forms
the westernmost portion of the main building.

The floor plan is fairly symmetrical, with the central portion of the first floor
devoted to office space flanked by large classrooms. The rear addition houses the library
on the first floor. The entire second floor is divided into classrooms with access halls.

In terms of alterations, the main building has undergone little change since it
was rebuilt in 1926, and no significant changes have occurred since the structure was
photographed and surveyed in 1980. The windows have all been screened with fixed,
horizontal, wooden louvres for hurricane protection, but it is possible that these are
early additions made following the rebuilding.

To the south and west of the main building are a series of later classroom build-
ings. The structures housing the science and music departments are single story designs
with covered porches across the fronts of the two science buildings. Directly west
of the main building is the single-story Industrial Arts building. All of these
classroom buildings apparently date from the post-World War II era, and thus are not
contributing, insofar as the significance of the earlier structure is concerned. One
later addition, the Home Economics cottage to the southwest of the main building, is
a rather attractive one story stuccoed design which is quite compatible in detailing
and materials with the original school. It was built in the early 1940s, and should,
in time, be considered a contributing element.

The school is situated in a residential neighborhood, with its large front yard
separating it from the street. The school grounds are dotted with palm trees and
rather picturesque gnarled oaks.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —____conservation __law ____science

—1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics ___literature __ sculpture

—1600-1699 _X architecture X education ____ military ___ social/

— 1700-1799 ___ art —__engineering —___music humanitarian

—1800-1899 ___ commerce —___exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

X __1900- ____communications — industry —__ politics/government _____ transportation
____invention —_ other (specify)

Specific dates 1909, 1926 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The first permanent school building of the Kleberg County public school system,
the Henrietta M. King High School is a major architectural feature of the town of
Kingsville and an important example of the Mission style in the Coastal Bend area. The
school was built with funds provided by Mrs. Henrietta M. King, widow of the founder of
the King Ranch. Mrs. King played a pivotal role in the founding of Kingsville, deeding
the land on which the town was established.

By virtue of its prominent site and its design, the Henrietta M. King High School
is one of the most significant structures in Kingsville. An early example of the Mission
style, the rebuilding of the school following a fire in 1925 retained the original facade
with its twin towered entrances. The placement of the school at one end of Kleberg
Avenue, the main business street of Kingsville, givesthe school a position equal to that
of the county courthouse, which it faces to the east. This sort of axial planning is
characteristic of urban design in the U.S. at the start of the 20th century.

King High School was constructed in 1909 to serve better the rapidly growing student
body in the embryonic public school system. The building was funded by Mrs. Henrietta
M. King (1832-1925), the widow of Captain Richard King, founder of the renowned King
Ranch, and a rancher, capitalist and philanthropist of note in her own right. Mrs. King
can deservedly be refered to as the founding mother of Kingsville, as she deeded 853
acres of land in 1904 to the Kingsville Town and Improvement Company, which was responsible
for the plan of the town and the creation of public parks. In 1906, Mrs. King paid for
the construction of a small, frame school house which still stands, although greatly en-
larged, at the corner of Alice and Third Streets. The initial enrollment for the school
was only 13 students but, by 1909, that figure had risen to 125, and Mrs. King decided
that a larger and more permanent structure was required to meet the needs of the rapidly
growing student body. The cornerstone for the new school was laid in a Masonic ceremony
on July 21, 1909. While no documents have been uncovered naming the architect responsible
for the design of the school, certain similarities between. this building and the Nazareth
Academy in Victoria, designed by Jules %Leffland five years earlier, suggest a possible
connection with Leffland, or at least a knowledge of his work by the designer or builder
of the King School. Mrs. King's thoughts on the new school were expressed in a letter
written to the school board, in which she noted that ". . .As I have carefully selected
good house builders for this work, so I would urge upon you the importance of employing
expert character builders for the work within."

The original school building contained 12 classrooms. By 1913, enrollment had reached
600, with 17 teachers. After its destruction by fire in 1925, the school was rebuilt
with 22 rooms, expanding in a large addition to the west.
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The King School is unquestionably the dominant element of the site, but in more
recent years, several additional smaller classroom buildings were constructed on the
school grounds. The school complex was used as a junior high school after 1964, when
the new Henrietta M. King High School opened. Plans call for the renovation of the
structure for continued educational use in the future.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 5.96
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Verbal boundary description and justification
See Continuation Sheet
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state N/A code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
name/title John C. Ferguson, Architectural Historian
organization Texas Historical Commission date February 1983
street & number P. 0. Box 12276 telephone (512) 475-3094
clty or town Austin state Texas 78711

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

_____national ____state X_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—

665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by t

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

7 7
titte  State Historic Preservation Officer date ﬁ’/{}

For NPS use only

I by certify that this property is included in the Ngtional l:;glster
ntered in the :
/7@4«44%«/ National Register _date s/o/ss
T 7.

of the National Register

Attest: date

Chief of Registration
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The school site is bounded to the East by Third Street, to the South by King
Avenue, and to the West by Second Street. The North boundary is formed by a line
drawn from Second to Third Streets which passes approximately eight feet to the north
of the main school building. The site encompasses approximately 5.5 acres.
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Henrietta M. King High School
Kleberg Avenue and Third Street
Kingsville, Klerberg County, Texas

Photo by Carol Kennedy, November, 1980.
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission.

East facade, camera facing West.

Photo 1 of 8.






Henrietta M. King High School
Kleberg Avenue .and Third Street
Kingsville, Klerberg County, Texas

Photo by Carol Kennedy, November, 1980.
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission.

East facade, camera facing West.

Photo 2 of 8.






Henrietta M. King High School
Kleberg Avenue and Third Street
Kingsville, Klerberg County, Texas

Photo by Carol Kennedy, November, 1980.
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission.

East facade, camera facing West.

Photo 3 of 8.
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Henrietta M. King High School
Kleberg Avenue and Third Street
Kingsville, Klerberg County, Texas

Photo by Carol Kennedy, November, 1980.
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission.

Oblique: South/East facades, camera facing West.

Photo 4 of 8.
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Henrietta M. King High School
Kleberg Avenue and Third Street
Kingsville, Klerberg County, Texas

Photo by Carol Kennedy, November, 1980.
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission.

Rear oblique: West/South facades, camera facing East.

Photo 5 of 8.
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Henrietta M. King High School
Kleberg Avenue and Third Street
Kingsville, Klerberg County, Texas

Photo by Carol Kennedy, November, 1980.
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission.

Rear oblique: West/South facades, camera facing East.

Photo 6 of 8.
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Henrietta M. King High School
Kleberg Avenue and Third Street
Kingsville, Klerberg County, Texas

Photo by Carol Kennedy, November, 1980.
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission.

Oblique: North/West facades, camera facing East

Photo 7 of 8.
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Henrietta M. King High School ( Outbuilding )
Kleberg Avenue and Third Street
Kingsville, Klerberg County, Texas

Photo by Carol Kennedy, November, 1980.
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission.

Home Economics Cottage
Northeast facade, camera facing South.

Photo 8 of 8.
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