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SITE NO. 4 

NAME 

LOCATION 

OWNER 

PRESENT USE 

CATEGORY 

STATUS 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Jens and Kari Ringness farm 

QUADRANGLE NAME 

QUADRANGLE SCALE 

UTM REFERENCE 

ACREAGE 

PHOTO REFERENCE NO. 

-iM 219, 8 miles southwest of C l i f t o n , Bosque 
County, Texas, on the J. Ringness survey 

Don Brandenburger 
Route 2 

C l i f t o n , Texas 76634 

Agriculture 

Buildings, s i t e 

Unoccupied 

Family Land Heritage Program 
1975 
General Land Office 
Austin, Texas 

Hurst Springs, Texas 

1:24000 

14/623670/3510300 

less than 1 acre 

11, 12, 13 

DESCRIPTION 

Located on a gently r i s i n g b l u f f overlooking the Neils Creek valley, the Jens and 
Kari Ringness farm stands near the east bank of a small creekbed. This r u r a l complex 
i s v i s i b l e by car from i t s location south of FM 219, about two miles southwest of FM 
182. The house, despite i t s poor condition, retains much of i t s i n t e g r i t y . I t i s a 
large, one-and-a-half-story building of limestone construction that was once covered 
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with plaster. The fr o n t faces south and exhibits a five-bay facade that i s symmetrically 
composed. Flat arches with stone voussoirs span each of the openings. A small gable, 
which o r i g i n a l l y was part of a porch, extends above the broad central bay. The end 
elevations are v i r t u a l l y i d e n t i c a l to one another, and feature stone chimneys i n the 
center of the gables, with flanking a t t i c windows supported by wooden plates. The rear 
elevation i s si m i l a r i n i t s composition to that of the f r o n t , but i t did not have the 
central gable. A low-pitched gable roof, i n poor condition, caps the structure. Because 
of i t s present use as a bam, the i n t e r i o r i s v i r t u a l l y gutted. I t s plan has a central 
hallway that i s flanked on each side by a pair of rooms. 

The old blacksmith shop, which stands about 100 feet north of the house, remains 
i n good condition with few a l t e r a t i o n s . With a square-shaped plan, t h i s one-and-a-half-
story building features limestone walls that are canted inward toward the top. I t i s 
now used for storage. 

The old w e l l and cistern located on the property contribute to the h i s t o r i c character 
of the farm. The modern buildings, which stand east of the old farm, are not included 
w i t h i n the property to be nominated. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Jens and Kari Ringness arrived i n Bosque County, with the f i r s t wave of Norwegian 
s e t t l e r s , i n 1854. Their house, which i s said to have been constructed f i v e years l a t e r , 
represents an excellent example of the Norwegian Dobbelthus, and the blacksmith shop 
near i t ranks among the f i n e s t masonry structures i n the area. In 1867, the f i r s t 
Norweigan Lutheran service to be held i n the county was celebrated i n the Ringness 
house by the Reverend Styrk S. Reque. 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Norwegian Settlement of Bosque County Thematic Resources 
State Texas 

Nomination/Type of Review 

31. Ringness, Jens and K a r i , 
Farm 

Date/Signature 

Entered In ttio 
Attest 

32. Rogstad, Tom and Martha, 
IJatlocal Ee«lBter i t^gper l A / A w ^ : ^ ^ 

Farm 

33. Schultz, Tobias and 
Wilhelmine, Farm 

34. Shefstad, Gunarus and 
Ingerborg, House 

>^35. Upper Settlement Rural 
Historic D i s t r i c t 

v' 3g^ Wilson Homesite 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

Attest 
Entered In the . , . ^ 
National Register iK^eper 7A>-/>"^ ,:XA^-^'^-^^^>^-^ 

Attest 
Entered In tbo A ^ 
NatJLQMa Be«l«ter. |ffr^per •yA^A'^ /^UA^^-^-^T^^^-^ 

Attest 

Substantiva Eevlew ^^^^^^ M ^ ^ ^ ^ J / ^ O ' 

Kntered in <f 
Attest 

^'^^eper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 
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1. N a m * 

2 . Loca t ion 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . Ownor of Property 

5 . Loca t ion of Loqai Poscr ip t ion 

6. Roprosentat ion In Exiat ing S u r v e y s 

7. Pescr ip t ion 

aummary paragraph 
complatanass 
clarity 
aitarations/intagrity 
dataa 
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8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c lar i ty 
appl icable c r i t e r i a 
j us t i f i ca t i on of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
re lat ionship of in tegr i ty 

to signif icance 
j us t i f i ca t i on of except ion 
other 

9 . l 4 a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . G e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
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13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 
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