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SITE NO. 1 

NAME 

LOCATION 

OWNER 

PRESENT USE 

CATEGORY 

STATUS 

QUADRANGLE NAME 

QUADRANGLE SCALE 

UTM REFERENCE 

ACREAGE 

PHOTO REFERENCE NO. 

DESCRIPTION 

Carl and Sedsel, Questad farm 

^6—miies west of C l i f t o n , Bosque County, Texas, 
on the C. Questad survey 

Lloyd S. Swenson 
Questad Place 

C r a n f i l l s Gap, Texas 76637 

Private residence, agriculture 

Buildings 

Occupied 

Sugarloaf Mountain, Texas 

1:24000 

14/624940/3516340 

about Ah acres 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

The Carl and Sedsel Questad farm r e t a i n s , to a remarkable degree, much of i t s 
o r i g i n a l character and ambiance. Prominently sited atop a h i l l that overlooks the 
Meridian Creek v a l l e y , the Questad Place, as i t i s known l o c a l l y , i s located about one 
and a half miles north of the old townsite of Norse. A l l of the farm's stone buildings 
and fences are w e l l maintained and are equally important to the i n t e g r i t y of the pro­
perty. The house has been substantially altered, but the changes were generally sensitive 
to the h i s t o r i c character of the structure. I t consists of two stone sections joined 
only at t h e i r very comers, and dating possibly to the 1850s. A photograph made about 
1930 shows a porch with balcony i n the outside angle of t h i s juncture, although the 
present gabled addition replaced the porch i n 1949. This frame addition now serves 
as the entrance f r o n t . The northwest stone section of the house i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
noteworthy because of i t s massive stone chimney and watertable. 

The detached outbuildings represent an important aspect of the farm's h i s t o r i c 
character, and a l l stand w i t h i n a stone fence that almost completely encircles the old 
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farmstead. The springhouse and kitchen bui l d i n g , located northeast of the main 
residence, i s b u i l t i n t o the h i l l s i d e and r e f l e c t s the European heritage of i t s o r i g i n a l 
owner. An open breezeway divides the structure into halves, with the springhouse at 
the north end and the kitchen opposite. The spring that once flowed from the h i l l has 
long been dry. Like the other buildings on the farm, the blacksmith shop i s of lime­
stone construction. Standing northwest of the house, i t retains i t s o r i g i n a l d i r t 
f l o o r and has a small tower, with cast-iron b e l l , atop the gabled roof. The largest 
structure on the farm i s the two-story barn about 200 feet south of the house. The 
massive stone north w a l l i s pierced on each fl o o r by door-like openings. One-story 
lean-tos extend from the east and west ends of the barn. The stables are located on 
the south side and are protected by a shed roof extension. A stone fence extends about 
a t h i r d of a mile from the old farmstead to the grounds of Our Savior's Church (no. 33). 

OTHER AREA OF SIGNIFICANCE Science 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Carl and Sedsel Questad were among the o r i g i n a l Norwegian pioneers who settled i n 
Bosque County i n 1854, and some of the stone structures on t h i s farm are thought to 
date from before the C i v i l War. Questad i s said to have paid for the passage of other 
inmiigrants who, upon a r r i v a l i n the settlement, horded with him and helped to erect 
his stone fences. From 1870 to 1879, the Questad Place also served as the home of 
Gustav Belfrage (known l o c a l l y as "Belfrog the Bug Catcher"), a noted Swedish n a t u r a l i s t , 
whose collections of insects were sold to numerous museums i n Europe. The farm, i t s e l f , 
i s the best-preserved example of a "Nordic" ensemble of buildings i n the entire Norwegian 
community. 
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21. Norway Mill ""''^""^ «««i«ter ^^per r^^^, r ^ L X ^ d ^ . . . ^ 

Entered In the Attest 
National Register i^aiaonai Register z 

22. Olson-Hanson Farm fKeeper ^^PQAM^,..^.,..,^^ 

Entered In the Attest 
National Regleter / 

23. Olson, Joseph and Anna, Farm ffCeeper lA^^A ^ .X^-<<xt^a<t^/..^ . 

Entered Ir. Attest 
Watlooal Regleter tg^ , .j , ^ 

24. Olson-Nelson Farm {Keeper -y/i^i^n-^ /P(>^-t^W;-?y^t-..^ 

Attest 

A*25. Our Savior 's Lutheran Church ^Iceeper /V '"̂  -
Substantive Review 

Attest 
Ihitere^ Tn ^ imterea i n tfia , / 

26. Pederson, John, Farm National Register uCeeper -iA>A^ 

Attest 
Entered In fBi 

27. Pierson, Ole and Ann, Farm National Register J^eper j/Wr ^ C^<M^--^---*i'^y.^^ 

• tj. Attest ILntared in tBa 

28. Questad, Carl and Sedsel, National il^per lA^-A^ aM--<--,S<c,^^ 
Farm 

iintared tn tSa Attest 
>?atloDa\ B^*-'--' / y  

29. Reeder-Omenson Farm fKeeper 7/^>/y? ^\ll'^~->,-<^.-f^r^c4.__^ 

Attest 

Reierson, Hans and Berthe, I]a»tieiiftI_Be«I-rv- . (^(eeper 7/^>/yV 30. 
House 

Attest 
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