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1. Name

historic Wright, L. T., House

and/or common same

2. Location

N/A

street & number 342 Wilkins Avepue 2 not for publication
city, town San Antonio N/A vicinity of
state Texas code 048 county Bexar code 029
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
-x district —__ public X occupied —___agriculture —_ museum
—~_building(s) i private —___unoccupied _X_ commercial _park
_ structure —both —_work in progress __ educational ____ private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —_religious
___ object N/A in process _X_ yes: restricted ____government ___ scientific
____ being considered —__ yes: unrestricted ___industrial —__ transportation
L =4N0 — military ___ other:
4. Owner of Property
name J. K. Investments
street & number 342 Wilkins Avenue
city, town San Antonio N/A vicinity of state Texas 78210
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bexar County Courthouse
street & number Main Plaza
city, town San Antonio state Texas
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
titte Nominated as City of San Antonio has this property been determined eligible? X yes ____ no
Landmark
date February, 1982 — federal ____ state county _X_local
depository for survey records City of San Antonio Historic Preservation Office

city, town San Antonio state Texas




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent ____deteriorated _X__ unaltered _X__original site

—___good 4 ruins — altered —_moved date N/A
_ = tale™ ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The L.T. Wright House at 342 Wilkins Avenue, constructed in 1917, is a one-story,
stucco-over-tile home executed in the Prairie style of architecture. It is located in the
Alamosa Addition south of downtown San Antonio. Designed by George Willis, who worked for
four years in the Oak Park, Illinois, studio of Frank Lloyd Wright, the home remains virtually
unaltered. Particularly important are the classic Prairie-style, low-pitched hip roof with
projecting eaves, bands of windows with some stained glass, interior and exterior lighting
fixtures and hardware, and interior murals of San Antonio landscapes. Two rear wings form
a "U" around a small paved courtyard on the south side of the house, with doors opening
onto the space from adjoining rooms. Recently completed restoration work, including the
reopening of a small back porch and the addition of a-new wood-shingle roof, has returned
the Wright House to its original condition and appearance.

The Prairie-style Wright Housé is a one-story structure with stucco-over-tile con-
struction, with a wood-shingle, low-pitched, hipped roof and projecting eaves. The main
portion of the house faces north. Two wings project southward from the rear of the house,
and face a narrow courtyard. Three shallow, but wide, steps lead to a concrete porch from
the front walk. Additional steps lead to the porch from the port cochere on the west side
of the house. Both the front and side steps are flanked by projecting abutments with a
stucco coping. Large windows on the front of the house in the living room and original
bedrooms are in the Chicago style, and consist of a large central light framed by a smaller
light at each side. A bank of high windows runs around the northwest corner of the house,
ending at the exterior chimney on the west side. Window mullions are of dark wood. The port
cochere is supported by two large, rectangular piers with articulated bases. Original
wrought-iron fixtures light the front porch. The main doorway is wooden with heavy metal
braces and hardware. The name L. T. Wright is faintly visible on the door.

The formal living room of the house runs east-west to the right of the main entry.
It is partially separated from the entry hall by a screen wall which contains built-in,
glass-front bookcases on the living room side. The wall is topped by two original globe
light fixtures. Inset panels are decorated in a scroll pattern and form a wainscoting around
the living room. A fireplace is set in a brick wall at the west end of the room. Rectangular
stained-glass windows occur to one side of a mural of the Bolivar Lighthouse over the
fireplace.

Important interior features of the Wright House are the hand-painted murals and
stenciling by painter and fresco artist Fred Donecker. A dance scene adorns the entry.
Scenes of the Texas missions, Brackenridge Park, and the Bolivar Lighthouse highlight the
living room. A frieze of flowers, leaves, and fishes runs above the murals, while the coffered
ceiling is decorated with scroll and flower motifs. The frieze and ceiling decorations are

stenciled.
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The dining room, in the west wing, is separated from the living room by double
glass-paneled doors. It is decorated with a frieze of food and hunt scenes and a vine
and leaf pattern. Original wall sconces light both the living and dining rooms. The south
end of the dining room contains built-in china cabinets. The kitchen is located south
of the dining room, is connected by a butler's pantry, and opens onto a small, covered
back porch. Enclosed as a bathroom at one time, this porch has been restored, except for
possible original screen or lattice work.

The dining room, entry hall and hallway in the east wing all open to the central patio
through wood-frame and glass French doors. The patio is paved in concrete. The hallway
in the east wing has a wide band of wood sash windows which are hinged at the top and open
to the patio. The west wing has a wide projecting eave overhanging the patio.

The east wing of the house contains three bedrooms and two baths, although the
bedrooms are now used as offices. Two bays project on the east side of the house and were
designed as screened porches, but were later enclosed using casement windows.

The house originally had a wood-shingle roof stained green. A new shingle roof has
been added and the original, recessed attic vents restored. The new roof is natural, not
stained. Facia detailing, altered over the years, has been remade to match the original
drawings. Renovation work revealed that reused, Victorian-period lumber was employed
for floor joists, and Victorian molding was used as stripping on roof rafters. The original
owner was a contractor who salvaged reusable materials.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___ prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____landscape architecture____ rel_igion

__1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic _____conservation — law —___science

___1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics —literature ____sculpture

__1600-1699 _ X architecture ____education ____ military ____social/

___1700-1799 ____ art ____engineering —____music humanitarian

___1800-1899 ____ commerce ____exploration/settlement ____ philosophy ____ theater

_X 1900~ ____ communications ____industry ___ politics/government ____ transportation
_____invention ____other (specify)

Specific dates 1917 Builder/Architect George Willis, Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Lawrence T. Wright, probable builder

Designed by George Willis and constructed in 1917, the L. T. Wright house represents
one of the finest examples of Prairie-school architecture in Texas, and one of the most
outstanding, documented, residential structures designed by this San Antonio architect.

In its style it is one of only a very few houses in the state which reflects closely the
early work of Frank Lloyd Wright, an architect with whom Willis had worked just after the
turn-of-the-century. This building, which remains virtually unaltered, still contains many
of its original features, such as its interior and exterior light fixtures, stained glass,
and a series of murals of San Antonio landscapes by the local artist Fred Donecker. The
house was built for, and probably constructed by, Lawrence T. Wright, a prominent San
Antonio contractor, and his wife Rivarde.

Lawrence T. and Rivarde Wright purchased the lot where the L. T. Wright house stands,
in the Alamosa Addition of San Antonio in 1914. Located just off Roosevelt Avenue, about
one mile south of the central business district, this area was then being developed as a
neighborhood of modest, one-story frame homes. The Wright House, itself, was apparently
designed by George Willis sometime after this date and before 1917, the year in which he
left the employ of the San Antonio architect, Atlee B. Ayres, in order to open his own
practice. In that same year, the City Directory first lists L. T. and Rivarde Wright
as living at 102 Wilkins, the original address of the present house.

The following year, 1918, the Wrights sold the property to Mrs. J. T. Nixon, who herself
only held it for one year before selling it to J. W. and Pearl Oswald. Mr. Oswald was the
manager of the Lone Star Truck and Traction Association, which opened its plant directly
across Roosevelt Avenue in the year that he purchased the L. T. Wright House. This company,
which pioneered in the manufacturing of vehicles in San Antonio, was later renamed the
Blumberg Motor Manufacturing Company, and became Plant No. 2. The Oswalds owned the Wright
House until 1922. After a succession of other owners the property was purchased by the
architectural firm of De Lara-Almond, which presently uses the home for its offices.

George Willis, the designer of the L. T. Wright House, was born and educated in Chicago,
attended public school there, and later studied architecture at the Armour Institute. In
about 1901, he began as a draftsman in the studio of Frank Lloyd Wright in Oak Park,
Illinois, where he worked with a number of important later practitioners of the Prairie
style of architecture. At that studio Willis became versed in Wright's own architecture.




9. Major Bibliographical References

Davis, Ellis A. and Edwin H. Grobe. The New Encyclopedia of Texas. Dallas: Texas
Development Bureau, n.d.

Suttle, Catherine. '"Texas Craftsman: A Study of the L. T. Wright House." Unpublished.

Gutheim, Fred (ed.). Essays by Frank Lloyd Wright for Architectural Record, 1908-1952.
New York: McGraw Hill, 1975,

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property approximately one-half acre
Quadrangle name _San Antonio East, Tex. Quadrangle scale __1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Lot 1 and part of Lot 2, NCB 3854.
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state N/A code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
name/title Maria Watson and Kenneth Breisch/Texas Historical Commission
organization date August 1982
street & number 315 Adams Street telephone 512/224-4734
city or town San Antonio state Texas

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____ national ____ state X_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by theNational Par rvice.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

titte State Historic Preservation Officer dateQ/g/63

For NPS use only

| hereb rtify that this praperty is included in the National Register
; 4 p 4 : I'l‘n‘t:erec"f9 in tha /[ 3
National Register  date f

eeper of the National Regusér

Attest: date
Chief of Registration ' '
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About 1903, Willis left Wright's office and moved to California where he practiced
for one year. From there he went to Dallas, where he stayed from 1904 until 1910. In 1910
or 1911 he began work as a draftsman for the San Antonio firm of Atlee B. Ayres. Robert
Ayres, son of Atlee B. Ayres, believes that Willis is listed in the San Antonio City
Directory as a draftsman for this firm until 1915, but in 1917 appears for the first time
as head of his own office.

During the following years Willis designed such San Antonio landmarks as the Milam
Building, Builders Exchange Building, and the Bexar County Courthouse addition, all of
which are still standing. Other structures, no longer extant, include the Palace Theater,
the San Antonio Country Club, the Standard Manufacturing Company Building, and the El
Conquistador Tourist Hotel. He is also believed to have designed the homes at 212 East
Mulberry and 828 Cambridge Oval in San Antonio. George Willis continued to be listed in the
City Directory, with an office in the Transit Tower, until his death in 1959.

At the time that the Wright House was constructed, Lawrence Wright was Vice-President
and General Manager of L. T. Wright and Company, Inc., General Contractors, and it is
presumed that the house itself was constructed by this firm. Wright was born in Leavenworth,
Kansas, in 1888, and was educated in engineering at the University of Kansas. He entered
into the contracting business with L. E. Sanders in 1913. 1In 1916, J. T. Haile purchased
Sanders' interest in the company. During their period of activity, L. T. Wright and
Company was responsible for the construction of such buildings in San Antonio as the Aztec
Theatre Building, the Central Fire and Police Building, the Travis Building, and Brackenridge
High School. L. T. Wright continued in his profession until his death in the mid-1940s.

The L. T. Wright house itself represents a rare regional variant of Frank Lloyd
Wright's Prairie House of the first decade of the 20th century. Although smaller in scale,
and only one story high, Willis's San Antonio house has been derived stylistically from
such Wright designs as his project for '"A Home in a Prairie Town,'" which was published
in the Ladies' Home Journal, in February 1901, or his first great masterpiece in this idiom,
the Ward Willits House, which was constructed in Highland Park, Illinois, during the years
that Willis served as a draftsman in the Wright Studio.

In particular, the dominant horizontality of Willis's composition,with the gently
sloping, hipped roof, broad overhanging eaves, and extended porte cochere, harks back to the
influence of Wright. Willis's use of stuccoed surfaces and casement windows might also
have been in emulation of his mentor. Inside, the division of the walls into a series of
flat panels, separated by wood trim and set beneath a continuous stringcourse also recall
the work of Wright, as does the dominant brick hearth at one end of the living room.
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Although, at first glance, the murals and stenciling by Fred Donecker might appear
somewhat incongruous in this setting, they, too, conform to Wright's dictum of 1908,
that pictures should be decorative and incorporated in the general scheme as decoration.
It is here, however, that Willis's adherence to Wrights principles ends, for the Rococo
quality of the decoration in the L. T. Wright House clashes with the clear, geometric
lines of the overall interior scheme.

The plan of the Wright House also reveals little of Frank Lloyd Wright's influence.
Specifically, Willis's U-shaped scheme differs sharply from Wright's more sophisticated
cross-axial planning. Willis' interior spaces, as a result of this and of his employment
of numerous partition walls, do not flow together in the same way that Wright's do.
Finally, Willis exterior composition lacks the fine sense of asymetrical balance that is
also so characteristic of the master's work.

In spite of these shortcomings, the L. T. Wright House remains one of the few examples
of the pure Prairie school style in Texas. Along with the exception, perhaps, of the
Henry Trost House in El1 Paso (National Register 1976), it represents one of the finest
examples of this important American style of architecture in the state.
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Ayres, Atlee B. Papers, University of Texas at Austin, Architectural Archives.
(Original plans for the Wright House, dated 1914, show an elaborate
scheme which was reduced by the time the house was constructed in 1917.)
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I.. T. Wright House

342 Wilkins Avenue, San Antonio, Bexar
County, Texas

Photo: 1982

Neg. on file, DeLara-Almond Architects,
342 Wilkins, San Antonio

View of front (north) facade, looking south

Photo 1 of 8






L. T. Wright House

342 Wilkins Avenue, San Antonio, Bexar
County, Texas

Photo: 1982

Neg. on file, DeLara-Almond Architects,
342 Wilkins, San Antonio

Oblique view of southwest corner and rear
of house, looking northeast

Photo 2 of 8






L. T. Wright House

342 Wilkins Avenue, San Antonio, Bexar
County, Texas

Photo: 1982

Neg. on file, DeLara-Almond Architects,
342 Wilkins, San Antonio

Oblique view of west wing and courtyard,
looking northwest

Photo 3 of 8
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L. T. Wright House

342 Wilkins Avenue, San Antonio, Bexar
County, Texas

Photo: 1982

Neg. on file, DeLara-Almond Architects,
342 Wilkins, San Antonio

View of northeast corner of house, looking

southwest
Photo 4 of 8






L. T. Wright House

342 Wilkins Avenue, San Antonio, Bexar
County, Texas

Photo: 1982

Neg. on file, DeLara-Almond Architects,
342 Wilkins, San Antonio

View of dining room, looking into living

room
Photo 5 of 8






L. T. Wright House

342 Wilkins Avenue, San Antonio, Bexar
County, Texas

Photo: 1982

Neg. on file, DeLara-Almond Architects,
342 Wilkins, San Antonio

View of entry hall on left, living room
right

Photo 6 of 8

on






L. T. Wright House

342 Wilkins Avenue, San Antonio, Bexar
County, Texas

Photo: 1982

Neg. on file, DeLara-Almond Architects,
342 Wilkins, San Antonio

View of west end of living room

Photo 7 of 8






L. T. Wright House

342 Wilkins Avenue, San Antonio, Bexar
County, Texas i

Photo: 1982

Neg. on file, DelLara-Almond Architects,
342 Wilkins, San Antonio

View of entry hall and mural

Photo 8 of 8
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