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1. Name 

EXP. 12/31/84 

historic Allen, Robert C, House 

and/or common Hearnewood 

2. Location 
street & number 402 Cedar Street N/A not for publication 

city, town Heame ^ / ^ i c i n i t y of 

state Texas code 048 county Robertson code 395 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public ^ occupied agriculture museum 
J L buildlng(8) ^ private unoccupied commercial parit 

structure both work in progress educational ^ private residence 
site P^byc Acqu is i t ion 

Tn process 
Access ib le entertainment religious 

object 
P^byc Acqu is i t ion 

Tn process yes: restricted government scientific 
being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

no military other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name Mr. and Mrs . Jack Holloway 

street & number ^̂ 02 Cedar S t ree t 

city, town Hearne J iZ^ ic in i t y of state Texas 77859 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Robertson County Courthouse 

street & numt>er 

city, town 
F r a n k l i n 

state 
Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Historic Sites Inventory 
Recorded Texas Hi.stnrir. Landmark 

HSI 1976 
date RTHL 1981 

has this property been determined eligible? yes 

federal jc state county _ 

no 

local 

depository for survey records Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town A u s t i n state Texas 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorater' 
good ruins 
fair unexposed 

excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site „ i . 
good ruins ^ altered moved date 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Robert C. Allen House at 402 Cedar Street i n Hearne i s an extremely 
well-preserved example of an eclecti c , turn-of-the-century residence with Queen 
Anne, Shingle Style, and Colonial Revival influences. The two-and-a-half-story 
house displays a variety of textures and materials, such as brick, stucco, shingle 
siding, and f i n e l y crafted carved wood ornamentation. The house faces east and 
stands at the southwest corner of Cedar and Second Streets w i t h i n a neighborhood 
of other (although much more modest) early turn-of-the-century residences. With 
only a few minor alterations to i t s o r i g i n a l appearance, the Robert C. Allen House 
retains i t s h i s t o r i c character and i n t e g r i t y to an unusual degree. 

The house has an asymmetrical plan, and i t s foundation rests upon brick 
piers. Rising about sixteen inches from the ground, a stuccoed brick foundation 
wall has been scored to appear as large coursed stone. Likewise, the f i r s t f l o o r 
brick walls have been stuccoed and scored; however, i t s surface resembles running 
or stretcher-bond masonry with beaded j o i n t s . A s l i g h t l y f l a r e d s k i r t with regular, 
lapped shingles divides the two floors and contrasts to the upper level's shingle 
siding l a i d with staggered butts. The pyramidal hipped roof and gabled extensions 
have a composition shingle covering. 

A one-story porch with broad f r i e z e and molded cornice extends across the 
entire front (east) facade and wraps around the south side of the house where i t 
terminates at a side entry. Tuscan columns i n groups of one, two, or three support 
the porch and rest upon stuccoed brick plinths which extend to the ground. Turned 
wood balusters and molded wood r a i l s l i n k the plin t h s and encircle the porch. With 
a g r i d pattern of recessed panels and "button" d e t a i l i n g i n i t s t3nnpanum, a small 
gabled portico projects from the porch above the front entrance. The main entry 
features a segmental arch brick hoodmold with an off-center doorway, as well as a 
double-hung sidelight/window with stained glass l i g h t s . The majority of the ground 
lev e l openings have segmental arch brick hoodmolds. The north gabled bay i s pierced 
on the f i r s t f l o o r by a Chicago window type opening . with narrow double-hung 
windows which frame either side of a broader single l i g h t window and a carved wood 
panel. 

The upper f l o o r exhibits some of the house's most noteworthy d e t a i l i n g . The 
front gable end features a s o l i d , carved wood bargeboard; double-hung, twelve-over-
one l i g h t windows which flank either side of a central, square, carved wood panel; 
and triangular panels with the f a m i l i a r g r i d and "button" d e t a i l i n g . At the southeast 
comer of the front's upper f l o o r , a diagonal corner with a double-hung window has 
sol i d carved wood brackets and a small pendant at the corner. The o r i g i n a l one-
over-one l i g h t windows remain i n t a c t ; stained glass windows with carved wood panels 
underneath pierce both walls of the northeast corner bedroom. With d e t a i l i n g similar 
to the front gable, the bay extensions from the south and north walls feature carved 
wood sunbursts and other ornamental panels. Massive i n t e r i o r chimneys with cor­
beled brick caps extend from the roof. 
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The Allen House stands v i r t u a l l y unaltered, but a remodeling project i n 
1933 resulted i n a few minor changes to the residence. A late 1920's photograph 
reveals the small inset balcony which pierced the north side of the front gabled 
bay 's second f l o o r . This balcony displayed Tuscan columns similar to those of the 
ground l e v e l porch and turned wood balustrade. Large double-hung windows allowed 
access to the porch. When enclosed, t h i s space was covered with shingle siding l a i d 
with staggered butts which helped maintain the h i s t o r i c character of the house. 
The fenestration of the second f l o o r of the north elevation was also changed at this 
time as two windows ( i n the gabled bay and at the east corner) were enclosed and 
shingled. Also, the ground l e v e l was stuccoed during the 1933 renovation. A l a t t i c e d 
porch o f f the kitchen was also enclosed i n 1933, and both levels covered with cypress 
shingles. The roof of the projecting brick kitchen was raised and space on the upper 
f l o o r enclosed for an additional bedroom. A shed roof porch which leads to the wood 
frame carport was recently attached onto the south facade. Otherwise, no other sig­
n i f i c a n t additions or alterations have affected the i n t e g r i t y of the house. 

The i n t e r i o r also remains v i r t u a l l y unaltered. Paneled wainscotting, b u i l t - i n 
cupboards, the s t a i r balustrade, and four pairs of s l i d i n g pocket doors are among the 
examples of ornately carved Texas Longleaf Pine which highlight the larger rooms of the 
ground. Superb examples of Eastlake style spindlework appear over several of the 
i n t e r i o r doorways, p a r t i c u l a r l y those connected to the central hallway. The three 
maple and four oak fireplaces, a l l with be-^reled mirrors, were imported from Chicago. 
In 1933 hardwood f l o o r i n g was placed over the o r i g i n a l pine. More recently, the fl o o r 
was covered with carpet. Many of the o r i g i n a l furnishings are s t i l l i n the house. 

A swimming pool, wood frame bath-workshop area with horizontal siding, and two 
covered patios> which were o r i g i n a l l y detached double garages, have been erected at the 
rear of the house. Or i g i n a l l y , an artesian w e l l , windmill, and barn were located on 
the property but no longer ex i s t . 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

^ 1 9 0 0 -

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1900-1901 SidtaiCKArchitect William W. Larmour 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

B u i l t i n 1901 for a prominent Hearne mercantile businessman and ra i l r o a d 
developer, the Robert C. Allen House at 402 Cedar i s an excellent example of an 
eclectic, turn-of-the-century residence i n the c i t y . The house i s also s i g n i f i c a n t 
for i t s assocation with i t s owner, Robert C. Allen, who played a v i t a l role i n the 
early development of Hearne, and W. W. Larmour, i t s architect. The house presents 
massing which, i n many ways, t y p i f i e s Queen Anne style residences; however, the 
use of shingles on the second f l o o r r e f l e c t s a Shingle Style influence, and the Clas­
s i c a l l y detailed porch i s characteristic of early twentieth century Colonial Revival 
architecture. Today, the Allen House stands i n excellent condition and i s one of the 
best preserved turn-of-the-century residences i n Hearne. 

Born on November 4, 1871 i n Bryan, Texas, Robert Cyrus Allen moved to Hearne as 
a chi l d and l a t e r attended college i n Boston. He returned to Hearne a f t e r his schooling 
to j o i n his father's successful mercantile operation, R. A. Allen and Son Hardware and 
Household Furniture. Under his leadership after the death of his father, the hardware 
business became one of the largest and most successful between Dallas and Houston. 
The h i s t o r i c 1872 commercial structure which housed the business has been designated 
a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark. Robert C. A.llen and a group of other prominent 
local businessmen created the Hearne and Brazos Valley Railroad i n 1891. Allen also 
served as mayor of Hearne and was president of the F i r s t National Bank. 

In 1901 Robert C. Allen decided to b u i l d a house on l o t s one through seven of 
block 418 which his father had purchased i n 1882, and Allen hired William W. Larmour, 
a well-known Waco architect, to design his home. Costing approximately $7,500, the 
house when completed was one of Hearne's fin e s t and most impressive residences. 
Robert C. Allen died i n March 1933, and his wife continued to l i v e i n the house. Soon 
after her husband's death, Florence Allen decided to have the house remodeled, and she 
hired the architectural f i r m of Atkinson and Sanders of Bryan, Texas to design the work. 
She died i n 1958 but her daughter, Alice Allen Westbrook, continued to l i v e i n the house 
u n t i l 1979 when she sold i t to i t s present owners, Jack and Norma Holloway. 

The o r i g i n a l architect f o r the house was William W. Larmour. Born i n Hackensack, 
New Jersey on May 28, 1842, he began his five-year apprenticeship as a carpenter and 
joiner at the age of f i f t e e n . After working as a journejmian on the Broadway Tabernacle 
i n New York City, Larmour entered the trade of woodcarving which he mastered while 
attending architecture school. During Larmour's employment with the f i r m of Andrew 
Durham i n Ramapo, New York, he erected 130 residences and a series of ra i l r o a d shops. 
He was subsequently employed by the largest carved hardwood dealer i n New York State, 
Mr. Ichabod T. Williams. I n 1878 Larmour came to Austin, Texas f o r the purpose of 
entering into competition for the plans of the new State Capitol building. I n A p r i l 
1879 Larmour moved to Waco where he designed several buildings of Baylor University 
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including Old Main as well as the post o f f i c e , c i t y h a l l , and more than 200 
residences and coimnercial structures. Distinguished i n October, 1886 as a Fellow 
of the American I n s t i t u t e of Architects, Larmour was also a founding member of the 
Texas State Association of Architects. 

The Robert Allen House, b u i l t near the end of Larmour's b r i l l i a n t 
career, remains as an outstanding example of his knowledge and s k i l l . 



9a Major Bibliographical Refferences 

See Continuation Sheet 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property l e s s t h a n one 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

Nominated property occupies Lots 1 through 7, Block 418, Hearne, Texas and 
measures approximately 175 f t by 175 f t . 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Barbara C. Nagel/Research Assistant 

Katy Capt/Consultant  
(edited by David Moore) 

organization Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion date March 22. 1982 

street & number P.O. Box 12276 telephone (512 ) 475 -3094 

city or town A u s t i n state Texas 78711 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it>psJ)0en evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Nf 

state Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State Historic Preservation Officer 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the Natioqal Register 

i?atlQDal Vngi 
Keeper of the National Reg is t^ 

Attest: 

Chief of Registration 
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Baker, J. W. A History of Robertson County, Texas. January, 1971. 

Barnes, Lavonia Jenkins. Early Homes of Waco and the People Who Lived 
i n Them. Waco, Texas: Texian Press, 1970. 

Deed records. Office of the County Clerk. Robertson County Courthouse, 
Franklin, Texas. 

Holloway, Jack. Allen Family Records and Blueprints. A private c o l l e c t i o n 
i n the possession of Jack and Norma Holloway, Hearne, Texas. 

Larmour, W. W. Architectural Waco. Waco, Texas: Brooks and Wallace Printing 
House, 1890. 

Waco Public Library: manuscript c o l l e c t i o n . 
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1. Name 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f f i c a t i o n 
C a t * a o i > Owfwrmhip S t e t u s 

4 . O w n e r off P r o p e r t y 

5 . L o c a t i o n off L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 
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h M ttits property been dcterminMl •hgtbi* ' ' 
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M Ch*ck on* 
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summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 
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dates 
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8. S i g n i f f i c a n c e 
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summary paragraph 
comple teness 
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checked 
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the resource 
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to s igni f icance 
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other 

9 . M a j o r B i b i i o g r a p h i c a l R e f f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p l i i c a l D a t a 

Mm»g* al nomlnatoO proporty , 

Ouodf 

V w t e l >«ypa«ry ^ o c r t p U o n an^ tuetMication 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Offfficer Cer t i f f ica t ion 
Th* a o i l m a n algnlfteanc* o< thi* property wtthin the atate It: 

notiorwl atate local 

State Hlatoric Praaarvatlon Officer algnature 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concern ing th i s nominat ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t ached sheet 





















































Fr"! ^ ^-" 
Mr. Curt is Tiinnell 
State H is tor ic Preservation Of f i cer 
Texas His tor ica l Commission 
P.O. Box 12276 
Aust in , Texas 78711 

Dear Mr. Tunnel 1: 

This will confirm that I am fully av/are of the effects of listing a 
property in the National Register of Historic Places. I understand 
that, under the National Historic Preservation Act, I am entitled 
to object to the listing of my property by a notarized, written 
statement. I f I am the sole owner and object, my property will not 
be listed. I f there are multiple owners of this property and a 
majority of owners object, the prooerty will not be listed. 

Following is the name and address of my property: . 

le^/^^ 
As owner or lega l l y authorized representat ive, I_wai_ve myjdnht to nhiect 
t o t h e proposed l i s t i n g and no t i r y you that I request my property be 
I jT teTTn the_NaJj'onal Register at the ea r l i es t possible date. 

Yours t r u l y . 

Fr inted Nam.e(s) 


