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1. Name 

tilstoric H i l l County J a i l ^ 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 100 b l o c k o f N o r t h Waco S t . a t Pascha l S t . not for publication 

city, town H i l l s b o r o vicinity of congressional district 

stafe T e x a s code 0 4 8 county H i l l - -̂ code 2 1 7 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district X public X occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process ^ yes: restricted X government scientific 

being considered . yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
nn mil i tary other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name H i l l Coun ty , Texas 

street & number H i l l County Cour thouse 

city, town H i l l s b o r o vicinity of state T e x a s 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. H i l l County C o u r t h o u s e , Countv C l e r k ' s O f f i c e 

street & numtter Cour thouse Square 

city, town H i l l s b o r o state T e x a s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

H i s t o r i c S i t e s Tnvpntm-y has this property been determined elegible? yes >^ no 

date Augus t 1980 federal x state county local 

depository for survey records Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town A u s t i n state T e x a s 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

_x_ good ruins x altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

B u i l t i n 189 3, the H i l l County J a i l i n H i l l s b o r o i s an exc e l ­
l e n t example of 19th century p u b l i c a r c h i t e c t u r e , ' C o n t r i b u t i n g t o 
the j a i l ' s sturdy and imposing look i s i t s c a s t e l l a t i o n , one of 
the most popular d e t a i l s found i n 19th century j a i l c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
The t a l l p r o p o r t i o n s and i t s v e r t i c a l f e n e s t r a t i o n are also t y p i ­
c a l o f 'Texas Courthouse A r c h i t e c t u r e ' , a s t y l e which u t i l i z e s 
massive forms and l o f t y f e n e s t r a t i o n . 

Constructed p r i m a r i l y of load-bearing masonry, the two-story 
j a i l f eatures an ell-shaped plan. I t s massive s t r u c t u r a l system 
i s based on a concrete foundation. The e x t e r i o r i s b r i c k l a i d i n 
common bond. A limestone band running l a t e r a l l y around the b u i l d ­
ing gives i t some n a t i v e Texas f l a v o r and adds t o i t s character. 
The t a l l p r o p o r t i o n s and i t s v e r t i c a l f e n e s t r a t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y the 
many t a l l wooden windows t y p i f y Texas Courthouse A r c h i t e c t u r e . 

Topping the j a i l i s a steep gable r o o f w i t h b r i c k battlements 
surrounding the b u i l d i n g . At the top o f the gables are round 
windows encased w i t h cut limestone. The corni c e work i s o f sheet 
metal. 

P r a c t i c a l i t y i s one of the reasons f o r the e l l shaped plan 
f o r the 87 year o l d j a i l . The f r o n t p o r t i o n serves the purpose 
of being the s h e r Q i f f ' s and j a i l e r s ' q u a r t e r s w h i l e the rear 
section has been used f o r the c e l l blocks. Below the rear s e c t i o n 
i s a f u l l sized basement w i t h a concrete f l o o r . Also i n the 
rear, the f l o o r s and r o o f are concrete. Not only serving the pur­
pose of s e c u r i t y the massive c o n s t r u c t i o n has aided i n the con­
ti n u e d soundness of the b u i l d i n g ' s s t r u c t u r e . 

A l t e r a t i o n s from the o r i g i n a l plan are few and r e l a t i v e l y 
minor. The f r o n t porch has been re-done. Wood columns, ban­
n i s t e r s and the o r i g i n a l wood f l o o r have been replaced by wrought 
i r o n coliomns on a concrete porch f l o o r . Above the f r o n t porch i s 
a new l e v e l where rooms were added. These changes are minor and 
r e v e r s i b l e . 

Featured i n the i n t e r i o r of the f r o n t h a l f o f the b u i l d i n g 
are eleven f o o t c e i l i n g s on both f l o o r s . The c e n t r a l h a l l i s 
entered through l a r g e double wooden doors. A grand stairway 
complete w i t h o r i g i n a l r a i l i n g s and balustrades which lead up t o 
the second f l o o r i n v i t e the v i s i t o r u p s t a i r s . This stairway i s 
found, a p p r o p r i a t e l y enough, i n the grand c e n t r a l h a l l . 

Most o f the rooms i n t h i s f r o n t p o r t i o n of the b u i l d i n g have 
beaded wainscotes w i t h paper reaching up t o the c e t i l i n g t o complete 
the w a l l s . I n t e r i o r doors are wood paneled and have transoms above 
them. 
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I n the rear p o r t i o n , which i s used t o house p r i s o n e r s , the 
wa l l s are p l a s t e r over masonry. The f l o o r s are concrete. Cor­
rugated s t e e l b a r r e l v a u l t s support the concrete f l o o r of the 
second s t o r y and serve as the f i r s t f l o o r c e i l i n g . The c e l l s 
are constructed of high s t r e n g t h s t e e l . Because the c e l l s are 
located i n the center o f the rooms w i t h walkways surrounding 
them the H i l l County j a i l i s a f f o r d e d the l u x u r y of the many 
t a l l windows. This arrangement i s found on both f l o o r s of the 
rear p o r t i o n . 

Due t o the s p e c i f i c purpose f o r which the b u i l d i n g was 
designed the H i l l County j a i l could be e a s i l y transformed i n t o 
a museum w i t h o u t a l t e r a t i o n s and w i t h o u t s a c r i f i c i n g s e c u r i t y . 
C e l l arrangements could be l e f t i n t a c t t o serve as d i s p l a y areas 

Along the f r o n t p r operty l i n e i s the o r i g i n a l wrought i r o n 
fence. There i s p r e s e n t l y a garden t o the rear of the b u i l d i n g 
which has been kept up by the inmates. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

^ 1 8 0 0 - 1 8 9 9 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
Invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 18 9 3 Bui lder /Arch i tec t Y! , C . D o d s o n 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The H i l l County J a i l has served i n i t s o r i g i n a l capacity since  
i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n i n 1893. This e x c e l l e n t example of nineteenth century  
Texas p u b l i c a r c h i t e c t u r e d i s p l a y s the c a s t e l l a t i o n deemed appropriate  
f o r j a i l s a t the time. I t s a r c h i t e c t , W.C. Dodson, i s responsible  
f o r many f i n e b u i l d i n g s i n the n o r t h Texas region. _ 

Dodson, a r c h i t e c t f o r the j a i ] ^ also designed the H i l l County 
Courthouse. Dodson u t i l i z e d the popular s t y l e which features 
massive forms and l o f t y f e n e s t r a t i o n f o r the j a i l . This was a 
popular s t y l e f o r Texas j a i l s b u i l t a t t h i s time. Dodson's Waco 
f i r m designed many of the c o u r t houses i n the surrounding area as 
w e l l as a b u i l d i n g on North Texas State U n i v e r i s t y Campus. 

This j a i l was the t h i r d one b u i l t i n H i l l County and has 
served i t s purpose w e l l . I t w i l l e v e n t u a l l y be replaced by a more 
modern f a c i l i t y . I t i s the hope of the area r e s i d e n t s t h a t t h i s 
f i n e piece of work so c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of Texas w i l l be u t i l i z e d 
as a museum. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
"The Early Settlers L i f e i n Texas and the Organization of H i l l County" 
A. Y. Kir k p a t r i c k , H i l l s b o r o , Texas, 1909. 

"The Hillsboro Daily Mirror", January 25, 1983, July 19, 1983, August 23, 
1893, June 18, 1930. 

10. Geographica l Data IllM Hill V L M 
Acreage of nominated property L e s s t h a n o n R 

Quadrangle name H i l 1 s h o r n Wp-st 

UMT References 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

North 1/2 of Lot 9, a l l of Lot 10, Block 2, City of Hillsboro. H i l l 
County, Texas. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title C a r l a F r a s e r 

organization date A p r i l 10 , 1981 

street & number 1 7 2 1 - B E n f i e l d R d . telephone ( 5 1 2 ) 4 7 2 - 0 1 2 3 

city or town A u s t i n state T x . 7 8 7 0 3 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state x local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic R( }se rva t ion^ t of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State His to r ic Preservation O f f i c e r 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby^certify that this property J§ included in the National Register 

Enterea In tKff 

date A p r i l 20, 1981 

n 
date o2 ^ ' f / 

^Keeper of the National Register ^ 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 9 38 8 3 5 



Name 

~7) ^ / ^ 7/^/ -

state, County T îx ^ ^ J A J ^ ^ X - ^ Fed Nom or Request—Agency  
Working Number W.9c/S'/y/3^ FederalJlegister Date (^- 2 - a-A 

/--domination 
_ Determination of Eligiblity 

On Nomination Form 

Maps _^ 
Photos 6 

Nomination prepared by: 
_ State Staff 
_ Local 

j ^ t h e r 

ndg(s) 
Site 
Object 
Structure 
District 

Entered in the 

Within: 
_ Multiple Resource Area 

Thematic Group 

Action: National EeglstePheck if Appropriate: 
^^CCEPT S - A e - f / _ State Request for Review 

RETURN 
REJECT 

_ Keeper's Decision to Review 
2nd Return 

L Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary) 

II . Evaluation of Nomination 
Good 

Adequate 
Poor Comments 

1. Descriptive Statement 
Short Format Yes No 

2. Significance Statement 
Short Format Yes No 

3. Concepts/Integrity 

4. Concepts/Criteria 

5. Concepts/Boundaries 

6. Contextual Evaluation 

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary) 

Reviewer/Date 

National Park Service 

See Attached _ 

U.S. Department of the Interior 





























ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE T-EXAS 

Date Entered 9. !• 

Ndxne Location 

Kyla, ClaibonM, Log Housa Kyle vicinity 
Hays County 

HiU County Ja i l Ilillaboro 
Hill County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen 

Honorable John G. Townr 
Ikmorable J. J. (JAk«) Fickle 
Honorable Phil Grmm 

State lastoric Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latltaer 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Conaslsslon 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin. Texas 78711 

Byers/njr/6/1/81 
For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401< 

South Central Region, HCRS 

NR 


