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1. Name 

For HCRS use only 

received AUb i * 

date entered g g j | 4 ( 9 9 | 

historic Ci ty of San Antonio Municipal Auditorium 

and/or common Municipal Auditorium 

2. Location 
street & number 100 A u d i t o r i u m C i r c l e not for publication 

city, town San A n t o n i o vicinity of congressional district 20 

state Texas code county Bexar code 029 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district _ X - public occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) private X unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Pubi ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
- S ^ n o military X other: v a c a n t 

4. Owner of Property 

name City of San Antonio 

street & number ^^^y H a l l , Main Plaza 

city, town San Antonio vicinity of state Texas 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bexar County Courthouse 

street & number Main Plaza 

city, town San Antonio state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title 

San Antonio Conservation Society 
Cultural Resource Survey has this property been determined elegible? yes X no 

date 1979-80 federal state county local 

depository for survey records 107 King Wil l iam Street 

city, town San Antonio state Texas 



7, Description 

Condition Checi( one Check one 
excellent X deteriorated X unaltered X original site 
good ruins altered moved date 
fair 

• 
unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The San Antonio Municipal Auditorium i s a large 12 sided, oval-shaped, domed arena on grounds 
encompassing six acres at the north edge of downtown. The limestone clad structure i s d e t a i l ­
ed with carved stone ornament and various sections roofed with metal, clay t i l e , and glazed 
mosaic t i l e . A Spanish Colonial Revival detailed entrance pa v i l i o n of an arcade and flanking 
domed towers on the south elevation i s the focal point of the design. Various geometric 
shaped additions to the sides of the towers balance the symetrlcal composition. Functional 
additions housing the production f a c i l i t i e s and the looming 90' f l y l o f t are on the north 
elevation. The i n t e r i o r of the auditorium i s an enlarged two story U-shaped arena with a 
seating capacity of over 5,800 persons. Below, the raised basement w i l l accomodate 300 cars 
or doubles as additional a c t i v i t y space when needed. 

The building i s 260' deep, 250' wide at the fro n t (including the side wings) and 236' wide 
at the rear, or stage area. Total area of the building i s approximately 125,000 square feet. 
At either side of the entrance foyer are two large conference rooms. Eight committee rooms 
are located on the second l e v e l over the sixteen dressing rooms i n the wings flanking the 
stage. The stage measures 74' wide by 60' deep. 

Beneath the smooth grey Indiana limestone facing i s a s t r u c t u r a l system of reinforced con­
crete with clay t i l e i n f i l l . A steel frame truss system supports the arena dome, creating 
a bulbous configuration. Both the arena and f l y l o f t are roofed with standing seam metal 
sheathing. Shed, hip, and conical roofs on the entrance, projecting bays, and on towers are 
covered with red clay t i l e . 

The s t r i k i n g Spanish Colonial Revival d e t a i l i s concentrated at the entrance on the south 
elevation. A f i v e bay arcade i s centered between two square based towers. Entrances, t i c ­
ket windows and second story windows with decorative surrounds are recessed within the arcade. 
Above the arcade, yet below a small clerestory arcade i s inscribed i n the stone, "MUNICIPAL 
AUDITORIUM". On either side, octogonal drums r i s e from the square based towers and support 
b r i g h t l y patterned mosaic t i l e domes. Stone volutes and f i n i a l s atop the corners of the 
square bases buttress the drums and flank the balconied windows i n the drums. Two additional 
domes repeat the mosaic patterns on shorter towers r i s i n g from side additions. 

The i n t e r i o r of the auditorium was seriously damaged i n a January 1979 f i r e . The arena's 
f l o o r i n g and seating were a t o t a l loss and much of the building's i n t e r i o r suffered less 
extensive smoke and water damage. The dome's steel truss was weakened by the f i r e , though 
the building remains s t r u c t u r a l l y sound. Following the recommendation of arc h i t e c t u r a l , 
engineering, and e l e c t r i c a l consultants, San Antonio citizens voted a $9.1 m i l l i o n bond i n 
A p r i l , 1981 to renovate the auditorium. Plans are now being formulated for the restoration 
and future use of the building. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _ i L architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering ]L music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy _ ] L theater 

^ 1900- communications industry X. politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Atlee a. Ayres, Koberc M. Ayers, arch. 
Specific dates 1926 Builder/Architect 

George W i l l i s , Emmett Jackson, contractors 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The San Antonio Municipal Auditorium, o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as a memorial to American soldiers 
k i l l e d during World War I , i s a valuable c u l t u r a l landmark and visual focal point of the 
c i t y of San Antonio. A myriad of important s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l , r e l i g i o u s , and c u l t u r a l events 
have contributed to i t s role i n the making of the c i t y ' s history. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , i t i s one 
of the fi n e s t examples of the Spanish Colonial Revival Style to be found i n a public building 
i n Texas. I t was designed during the height of the Spanish Colonial Revival craze, which 
spread from California to Florida, by the f i r m of Atlee B. Ayres & Associates of San Antonio. 
Ayres and his fellow associates were responsible for a s i g n i f i c a n t amount of fine architecture 
i n San Antonio and Texas. 

The Spanish Colonial Revival, promoted by the 1915 Panama-California Exposition at San Diego, 
was highly fashionable for a l l building types i n southern California, the southwest, and 
south Florida u n t i l the 1930's. The style was characterized by red t i l e d roofs of low pitch, 
arches and arcades, smooth walls (usually plastered), and projecting balconies. A l l of these 
elements can be observed i n graceful combination on the Auditorium. 

The s i t e for the Auditorium o r i g i n a l l y consisted of 5.6 acres, bought during the administra­
t i o n of Mayor Sam C. Be l l (1917-1921). Several owners ceded t h e i r r i p a r i a n rights to the 
riverbed there, a f t e r which the c i t y dug a new channel and f i l l e d up the old bend. A large 
portion of the land once belonged to the Ursuline Convent (NR 11/25/69) , where the nuns kept 
extensive gardens and an orchard. 

A most unique possession of the Auditorium was the asbestos stage curtain painted by Hugo 
Pohl depicting the s e t t l i n g of San Antonio i n 1718. Featured were Franciscan fathers, Indians, 
a loaded burro, c a c t i , and stray dogs. I t also contained the names of Travis, Bowie, Crockett, 
and Bonham as well as the shields of Spain, Mexico, and Texas. The curtain was the largest of 
i t s kind i n the country i n the year 1926, being 36' high, 75' wide, and weighing 5,600 lbs. 
Pohl had to paint i t i n St. Louis because no place i n San Antonio was large enough to accom­
modate the dimensions. When completed, the curtain was brought to San Antonio by railroad 
f l a t c a r . Tragically, the curtain was destroyed i n the 1979 f i r e . 

Thje opening event i n the Auditorium was the Pioneers B a l l given by the then eight year old 
State Association of Texas Pioneers. The same week also brought to the Auditorium the Order 
of the Alamo's coronation of the Fiesta Queen, a children's dance f e t e , and the Battle of 
Flowers pagent. Fiesta i s a long-standing annual t r a d i t i o n celebrated i n San Antonio. The 
"Grito", on Mexican Independence Day, was another event hosted annually i n the building. 

An early event long remembered was the funeral services for Mayor John Tobin, who had dedicated 
the Auditorium scarcely a year befor his death. More than 15,000 citizens f i l e d past his bier 
and more than 8,500 attended the services held here, making t h i s one of the largest funerals 
i n San Antonio's history. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
San Antonio Express: A p r i l 11, 15, 18 of 1926 

January 14, 21 of 1979 
San Antonio Light: November 16, 1980 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 5.J6_ 
Quadrangle natnw San A n t o n i o E a s t , Texas 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and j us t i f i ca t i on 

see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 
Elizabeth Goodman, Preservation Research Analyst with Tom Schuver, Preservation 

name/title Research assistant; W. Scott F i e l d , Research Assistant, Texas H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

organization san Antonio Conservation Society date March 17, 19S1 

street & number 1Q7 King William Street telephone Jl2 224-6163 

city or town San Antonio state Texas 78204 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is 

y 
national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic PreservationjAct of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register^nd certify tUat/l hasjwen evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage'Cpnser\ 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

kan ice. 

title State H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property jSTincluded in the National Register 

date J u l y 30, 1981 

Eiitexed i n tha 
date 

"•^^^^^^^Keeper of tbe National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 938 8 35 
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UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT Ol 1 HE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED im 

DATE ENTERED SEP U 1981 

C O N T I N U A T I O N SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 

The Municipal Auditorium had been a center for p o l i t i c a l events of a l l kinds. U n t i l 
recent years, the struggle between l i b e r a l s and conservatives for dominance of the 
Democratic Party of Bexar County was held every two years here. In 1939, a r i o t 
occured when a mob beseiged the building to break up a small Communist Party meeting. 

A variety of other events that have occurred at the Municipal Auditorium include 
symphony concert?, opera, musical comedies, dance marathons, prize f i g h t s , and high 
school graduations. The structure has t r u l y been an active part of the l i f e of San 
Antonio during the la s t half century. I t i s presently vacant due to the 1979 f i r e 
which gutted the building and i s awaiting the formulation of renovation plans. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT Oi^ THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECCIVEOLtlG \ i 

SEP I 4 1981 
DATE ENTERED 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 
10 

PAGE 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION: 

The nominated property of the San Antonio Municipal Auditorium follows the curbline of 
the street surrounding the building. Auditorium Circle, which i s defined by sta r t i n g 
at the north end of the median of Jefferson Street and Auditorium Circle, then going 
east 62' across Jefferson, then northeast approximately 250', then north approximately 
300' to the point where the 4th Ave. bridge crosses the San Antonio River, then following 
the south bank of the r i v e r west for approximately 460' to the intersection of Richmond 
Ave. and Auditorium Circ l e , then south-southeast approximately 200 feet, then southwest 
approximately 140 feet to the intersection of Navarro and Auditorium Circle, then south 
along Navarro approximately 180 feet, then east-northeast approximately 130', then 
southeast approximately 140' to the intersection of Jefferson St. and Auditorium Circle, 
then 62' east across Jefferson St. to the orig i n a t i n g point. 



Name (jM:! i (l^tCtfK^ Mjt^MA^^ 
State, Coun^tj / rX fl^yta^iy 

dnr-3 

Working Number y. . 3D3 
Fed Nom or Request—Agency  
Federal Register Date A . .'J. X , ^ 

'Tt Ury ' l 

y Nomination 
_ Determination of Eligiblity 

_0n Nomination Form 

Maps J_ 
Photos ^ 

Nomination prepared by: 
_ State Staff 
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/ b t h e r 

Within: 
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_ Thematic Group 
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Entered In tha 
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j / l c C E P T W/Wt / _ State Request for Review 

RETURN"'' Keeper's Decision to Review 
REJECT 2nd Return 

I . Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary) 

n. Evaluation of Nomination 
Good 

Adequate 
Poor Comments 

iTDescriptive Statement 
Short Format Yes No 

2. Significance Statement 
Short Format Yes No 

3. Concepts/Integrity 

4. Concepts/Criteria 

5. Concepts/Boundaries 

6. Contextual Evaluation 

General Comments (cent, on back if necessary) 

Reviewer/Date 

National Park Service 

See Attached 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

























ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 
TEXAS 

Date Entered SEP I 4 1981 

Name Location 

City of San Antonio Municipal Auditorium San Antonio 
Bexar County 

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable B. Gonaalaa 
Southwest Region, NPS 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latlasr 
Incutlve Director 
Texas State Historical Connlsslon 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 76711 

Eady/bjr/9/18/81 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (2?2)313 ClOL. 

272-3504 


